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Iconography of Prophet Elijah in Coptic art Until the 12" century AD
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The Coptic artist frequently demonstrates the prophets as a secondary element

adorning the artifacts. They appear either independently or in association with figures
from the New Testaments, often holding their prophecies in the form of manuscripts.
Among the few prophets who took the artist’s focus is the prophet Elijah, whose name is
related to plentiful biblical miracles. Nevertheless, the Coptic artist concentrates on two
episodes: His Ascension to Heaven, documented in the Old Testament, and Transfiguration,
recorded in the New Testament and commemorated as one of Minor feasts in the Coptic

Orthodox church.

The representation of Transfiguration widespread across different artifacts with
various materials, whereas the illustration of Elijah’s Ascension to Heaven is comparatively
rare. In both episodes, the artist demonstrates Elijah in distinct ways. In artifacts depicting
his Ascension, Elijah assumes the main role and is depicted as elderly. By contrast, in
Transfiguration scenes he occupies a supporting role and is most often represented more
youthful. This study examines the representation of the prophet Elijah in Coptic art,

highlighting the variations in his iconography across these two episodes.
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This research examines the depiction of the element of fire in Coptic art during the
Mamluk and Ottoman eras, through a comparative archaeological and artistic analysis of a
number of selected examples. It aims to reveal the symbolic and theological connotations of
this visual element, whether in contexts of eschatological punishment or in expressing

concepts of divine presence and spiritual purification.

The research also seeks to trace the stylistic and technical characteristics in the
representation of fire, in terms of form, composition, color, and movement, and to monitor
the extent of continuity or transformation between the two eras, in light of surrounding

cultural and artistic influences, especially Mamluk and Ottoman influences.

The research adopts the comparative descriptive-analytical approach, by studying a
selected group of Coptic murals and manuscripts, aiming to highlight the similarities and
differences in the treatment of this element, and to interpret its presence or absence in the

religious and artistic contexts of each period.
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The Documentation of Coptic Religious Institutions and their Economic Management of

Agricultural Lands in Thebes (7th—8th Centuries AD): A Study of Sharecropping

Contracts (eniTponH) in relation to the Archaeological Context
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This study aims to reconstruct the landscape of religious institutions in the region of
Thebes during the seventh and eighth centuries AD by analyzing Coptic sharecropping
contracts written on ostraca. These documents serve as both archaeological and textual
sources that reveal the locations of these institutions and their economic and administrative
functions. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that these documents, despite their daily
administrative nature, represent an effective tool for locating religious buildings and re-
evaluating their role within the urban landscape of Thebes, especially in light of the
scarcity of direct architectural inscriptions. The analyzed texts provide explicit references
to several religious institutions, such as the Monastery of Saint Phoibammon, the
Monastery of Saint Philotheos, and the Church of Djeme, where these institutions appear
in various contexts, acting as legal parties in agricultural agreements, administrative

centers for concluding contracts, or geographical landmarks for defining land boundaries.

The study seeks to link these textual references to the archaeological reality by comparing
documentary data with archaeological excavation results, including the repurposed use of
Ancient Egyptian temples—such as the Temple of Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari and the
Temple of Ramesses III at Medinet Habu—as seats for monasteries and churches during

the Coptic era, reflecting significant functional shifts in the use of architectural spaces.



Furthermore, the study highlights the dual role of these institutions; they were not merely
spiritual centers but also active economic entities that owned and managed agricultural
lands through the sharecropping system, revealing the nature of the relationship between
religious institutions and peasants, as well as the mechanisms of land exploitation and the
organization of the production process. The study concludes that Coptic ostraca are not
only significant for their linguistic or administrative value but also serve as a fundamental
archaeological source for reconstructing the architectural and economic map of Thebes,
and for understanding the transformations undergone by religious institutions during a

crucial transitional period in Egyptian history.
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The Life of Saint John the Baptist in the Icons of the Hanging Church
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This study examines the life cycle of Saint John the Baptist as depicted in the icons located
on the iconostasis of the sanctuary dedicated to him in The Hanging Church. These icons,
forming part of the Coptic artistic and liturgical setting, present a coherent visual narrative

that reflects key events in the saint’s life, from his miraculous birth to his martyrdom.

The research focuses particularly on works attributed to Yihanna al-Armani, analyzing
how the artist translated biblical and Synaxarium accounts into structured iconographic
scenes. Through these representations, themes such as prophecy, asceticism, and
martyrdom are emphasized, highlighting Saint John’s role as the forerunner of Jesus

Christ.

By applying the study to this specific group of icons, the paper demonstrates how the
iconostasis functions not only as a liturgical element but also as a didactic visual program.
It reveals the integration of theology, narrative sequence, and artistic style within Coptic
art, offering insight into how sacred history is preserved and communicated through

ecclesiastical imagery in one of Egypt’s most significant historic churches.
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