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= The archive of excavations at the Museum of Islamic Art in Fustat and
its role in protecting heritage and achieving sustainability.
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= Miss. Heba Abdelaa Mahmoud Abdelall- The Museum of Islamic Art in
Cairo
= Email: hebaabdelaad242 @gmail.com

The archive of the excavations of the Museum of Islamic Art in Fustat and its
role in protecting heritage and achieving sustainability.

The archival documents serve as a guide to the museum, a document of
ownership for the museum collections, The museum archive contains many types of
written and photographed documents, most of which refer to the sources of the
museum collections. One of the most important sources of the museum collections
is the excavations, the most important of which were the excavations of the city of
Fustat.

The research aims to identify the museum archive of the excavations by the
Museum of Islamic Art in the city of Fustat. who was the first to undertake these
excavations, as it had the financial budget, competencies capable of implementation,
which were initiated by Professor Ali Bahjat, and his efforts were then continued in
the following period.

These excavations have revealed many secrets of Fustat and have resulted in very
important museum collections. The research presents the documents related to these
excavations, along with a digital and qualitative inventory of the resulting
collections. It also highlights the most important pieces that influenced Islamic
civilization and history, and whose discovery had significant scientific and
archaeological impacts. This highlights and demonstrates the role of excavations and
archives in protecting the heritage of cities and achieving their sustainability.

The study followed a descriptive and analytical approach, describing archival
materials and an analytical approach examining the excavation output and its
significance. One of the expected outcomes of this study is the achievement of
development and sustainability in Islamic cities through the museum archives of
their excavations and the dissemination of these archives to researchers.
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= Civilizational and Societal Manifestations in the City of Aswan from the
Islamic Conquest to the End of the Fatimid Period. New reading in Light
of Islamic Tombstones.

= Mr. Abd al-Rahman Saad al-Deen Soliman -Assistant Lecturer,
Department of Islamic Archaeology — Faculty of Arts — Mansoura
University.
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The city of Aswan stands as one of the richest archaeological sites in Egypt in
terms of the quantity and quality of Islamic tombstones, particularly those dating to
the first five centuries of the Hijri calendar. To date, more than 2,200 inscribed
tombstones originating from various centuries—beginning with the 1st century AH/
7th century CE—have been published.

Given that these tombstones encapsulate a wealth of data reflecting aspects of
Aswan’s civilization during the early Islamic centuries, the researcher deemed it
imperative to undertake a focused analytical study. This study is structured around
six key thematic axes as follows:

1. Economic Activity in Aswan: The corpus of funerary inscriptions documents
references to approximately 40 distinct crafts and occupations known to have existed
in Aswan during the study period, offering critical insight into the economic
landscape of the region.

2. Social Aspects of Tribal Conduct: The tombstone referencing Arab tribes that
settled in Aswan illustrate several socio-cultural dynamics between and within
tribes, particularly through the systems of wala’ and mu’akhah, which are explicitly
or implicitly mentioned across multiple inscriptions.

3. Religious Culture: The textual content of the tombstones reveals elements of
religious and doctrinal identity, indicating the prevalence of certain theological
currents in Aswan that appear to have been more pronounced than in other Egyptian
regions during the same period.

4. Literary Culture: Numerous epitaphs manifest a high degree of eloquence and
rhetorical sophistication, highlighting a distinctive Aswan literary style in funerary
expression, thereby underscoring the city's cultural and intellectual profile.

5. Artistic Aspects: The visual and material analysis of Aswan’s tombstones
demonstrates a notable inclination toward simplicity and aesthetic minimalism,
characteristics emblematic of the broader Aswan artistic tradition, which continues
to influence the region’s artistic identity to this day.

6. Demographic Composition: The inscriptions serve as a primary source for
tracing the settlement patterns of Arab tribes in Aswan. A total of 35 tribal names
have been recorded, and quantitative analysis of the corpus reveals gender-based
demographic data, shedding light on the tribal structure in terms of male-to-female
rat1os.
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= Great city (Al Qatayiea in Egypt —Historical study in the Civilization of
the city).

* Dr. Mahmoud El Said Abd El Moneim El Sayed El Mezayen - PhD in
History and Islamic Civilization from Suez Canal University - Egypt

» Email: mahmoud elsaid.2012@yahoo.com
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This Research paper is talking about the history of a great city (Al Qatayiea ),
built by Ahmed Ibn Tulun in order to be the capital of the Tulunid state and the place
of rule. This city was destroyed by the Abbasid state by a person called Muhammad
ibn Sulaiman al-Katib. This city containing the ( Big square, hospital, Great palace,
gardens , Markets) . was located immediately to the northeast of the previous capital,
al-Askar, which in turn was adjacent to the settlement of Fustat

certain areas of Al Qatayiea were allocated to officers, civil servants, specific
military corps, Greeks, guards, policemen, camel drivers, and slaves. The new city
was not intended to replace Fustat, which was a thriving market town, but rather to
serve as an expansion of it.

Ibn Tulun's palace, the Dar al-Imara ("House of the Amir") . The palace faced
a large parade ground and park, featuring gardens and a hippodrome Ibn Tulun also
commissioned the construction of an aqueduct to bring water to the existing town,
and a maristan (hospital), the first such public institution in Egypt,. Ibn Tulun
secured a significant income for the capital through various military campaigns, and
many taxes were abolished during his rule. Following Ibn Tulun's death, his son
Khumarawayh focused much of his attention on enlarging the already lavish palace
structures. He also built several irrigation canals and a sewage system in Al Qatayiea

In 905 AD, Egypt was reoccupied by the Abbasids, and, in retaliation for the
Tulunids long military campaigns against the caliphate, the city was plundered and
razed, by Mohamed Ibn Soliman Al Kateb.

This research paper

* The person who built the city, the reason for building the city, why was the
city called by that name ?

 City location .

 City design .

* Services and buildings in this city .

* The end of this city .
-keywords:
Ahmed Ibn tulun, Al Qatayiea, Palace, Hospital, Square, Markets, Gardens,
Mohamed Ibn soliman alkateb.
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= The walled Abbasid city of Pelusium in Sinai between historical and

archaeological facts and the illusions of explorers.
* Dr. Sami Saleh Abd al-Malik al-Bayadi - University of Hail

=  Email: samiabdalmalik@yahoo.com

The Sinai Desert is considered one of the least 1solated deserts in the world,
and for this reason, it includes among its cultural centers urban centers that are
classified as cities, despite their rarity, but they are very important. Perhaps the most
important of them in Sinai is the city of Pelusium, which is one of the cities that
includes all the components of Mediterranean cities. It is a Roman city with its
theaters and baths, a Byzantine city with its churches, and an Islamic city with its
fortress, mosques, and prayer halls. Although the city is the size of Pelusium and has
a historical fragrance, its history is not without some legends. Near it was the village
of Umm al-Arab, the lady Hajar, the wife of Abraham, peace be upon him, and the
mother of his son, Ishmael, peace be upon him. It is said that it contains the tomb of
the famous Greek sage Galen. It is also said that Jesus and his mother, the Virgin
Mary, peace be upon them, passed through it during their escape from the city of
Bethlehem to Egypt. It is the first city to be conquered in the Islamic era.
Commentators have said that it is the meeting place of the two seas, and between it
and the isthmus of Qulzum, which is mentioned in the Holy Quran, etc. The walled
Islamic city of Pelusium, which emerged in the early Abbasid era, was described as
a fortress. The early Abbasid era was the era of its cultural, urban, and economic
prosperity. There is no better evidence of this than the fact that it was a port and
nexus of Egypt, an agricultural city on the northeastern fringes of the Egyptian Delta,
a global center for transit trade between East and West, an important port and arsenal
for the Abbasid fleet, a mint and a currency exchange center, and one of the
distinguished textile manufacturing cities in this region. It also witnessed several
historical events, including the Roman attacks on the Egyptian coasts several times.
This was the main motive for fortifying the Egyptian seaports located on the coast
of the Levantine Sea, including Al-Farma. For this reason, the Abbasid Caliph Al-
Mutawakkil ordered its fortification in the year 239 AH / 853 AD, and he entrusted
this to his governor Anbasa bin Ishaq bin Shammar Al-Dhabi (238-242 AH / 852-
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856 AD), so he built the fortress on it, and spent huge sums of money on the
construction process due to its size. Ibn Dugmaq (d. 809 AH/1406 AD) mentioned
this, saying: ""Al-Farma is a town near Qatiya and al-Tina. Its fortress was built in
the year 239 AH. The Abbasid Imam al-Mutawakkil ordered its construction by
Anbasa ibn Ishaq. He also built a fortress in Damietta and a fortress on Tinnis,
spending huge sums of money on it."" This was confirmed by al-Maqrizi, who said:
"" Al-Mutawakkil built a fortress on the sea there. Its construction was overseen by
Anbasa 1bn Ishaq, the Emir of Egypt, in the year 239 AH when he built the fortress
of Damietta and the fortress of Tinnis, spending huge sums of money on it."" Since
that time, the area of the city of Pelusium has shrunk and become confined to a
walled city that came to be called Al-Hisn. Al-Muqaddasi said: ""Pelusium... is
prosperous and populated, with a fortress."" Yaqut al-Hamawi described it as small,
saying: ""Pelusium... is a pleasant fortress on the banks of the salt sea."" Al-
Baghdadi confirmed this, saying: ""Pelusium... is a pleasant fortress."" Perhaps
archaeological discoveries since the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
especially beginning in 1981, and throughout the twenty-first century have
confirmed what was stated in these historical texts. However, the discoverers, driven
by blind fanaticism, deviated from historical, archaeological, and architectural facts,
distorting the conclusive facts, etc. This is what I will discuss in this research, in
light of the scientific approach that integrates the various historical texts and the
archaeological discoveries of this very important Abbasid city in the history of
Islamic cities in Egypt and Africa.

ibanl) anadl) JiSET b )59 atl) ApSlaal) ciliial) b Lyl djlenal) bl <=
(s1517-1250 \.2 923-648) 54l disaal
Lol daals (3olially dalaed) AS abacal) LY aally 30 L (upda— aSal) de dia gl Laaffi =
Ahmedtawhid636@gmail.com :‘._',_'ujlﬂ\!\ -‘;U:‘S‘ u
ekl (gpaally iland) ol JET B Ayal) cilipaadl) g8 AG LG jpan
Al Bl L) Bleall oAl seanl) (danyally Tad) ailyy e pac el
Jal e duSue g duylany dideg did ( Lgeah) Caogin il oLiY dlgall 038 (& elpally Galadlud)
Aibiaa) agiliie Cpeanty haS Glaal agihaly clilladd) cpldin ol 25 . agaSag agiobn (553 ulas
paall o G HLEY) s . agaibie dalicg dalad jelial cagll @l 8 dldne Ln)la Sland (6
A2 598 Lol gal) Asgl) e Las el Apjlona yualic e ygial 38 Al il 3 e
ASslaal) diaal) 5jlenll 8 i Sonl) bl grad e eguiall Taalos ) A ) 28 y5l) s Cangsy i Se g



mailto:Ahmedtawhid636@gmail.com

st DA e Aaall Jhaad) gansill (e 5o Al 0S5 5l dnral (grmall ol e layal,
Gyl Lo gl ByuSaall Jalad)l Jie dpaldl jlasall jaliell Canll CaiSing Gigu colinal @il ¢))lza
sty (ASslaal Al cliiall 3 Wty diandl Clilslly cillliadly 2185 Jebially 55800
bl @il Gyl chaally gradl amlllly SIS kil e madladl sl il S dual
Al Bl b el Gl (gl QN e aussY) Lkl
o Jalis el g 8 Lujally Aol gl G Jadill Lagd Jujas ) Caaadl Cangg
)l A yeas) i) duhal Adgad ST mgs 8 dealially bl Sogn (pnd 3 Canll 305 aalis
Ajlend) Ballal) @l jeels I caal ) dabad) Jalsal) Jalind e olad (S8 Gl 350 LS
= The Military Architectural Elements in the Mamluk Religious Buildings
and their Role in Shaping the Urban Fabric of Cairo (648 —923 AH \ 1250
— 1517 AD).
* Dr. Ahmed Tawhid Abdalhakim Morsy Eissa -Assistant Lecturer at
Faculty of Tourism and Hotel Management, Helwan University

= Email: Ahmedtawhid636@gmail.com

The reign of the Mamluks, with its BahrT and Circassian states, is considered the
golden age of the Islamic architecture due to the rivalry of sultans and Amirs of this
state to establish foundations which purposes varied among religious, civil,
commercial, and military in order to commemorate their sovereignty and supremacy.
Furthermore, the Mamluk sultans and Amirs gave great care in fortifying their
various foundations against any external attacks that were common during that time
to appear luxurious and look grandeur in their buildings. Notably, many of these
Mamluk religious structures featured military architectural elements, highlighting
the sultanate’s dual identity as both a religious and military force.

This paper investigates the integration of military features in Mamluk religious
architecture and their impact on Cairo’s urban fabric. Through a comparative
analysis of case studies, the research examines military-inspired elements like the
bent entrances (Basira), the arrow-slits (Mazagil), the towers (Abrag), the
crenellations (Surrafat), Machicolations (Suqatat), and fortified gateways (Abwab)
in Mamluk religious complexes. The study explores how these features influenced
spatial organization, visual character, and defensive capabilities of the buildings, as
well as their broader implications for urban morphology and security dynamics in
historic Cairo. The paper aims to enhance our understanding of the interplay between
religious and defensive functions in shaping the city. The findings will lead
conservation efforts and contribute to a more holistic approach to studying historic

urban environments. The study will focus on the various factors that led to the use
of those elements and their significance.
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= Equestrian Games in Mamluk Cairo (648-923 AH / 1250-1517

AD): "Lance Games as a Model"

= Mrs. Lamiaa Yaqup Senosy — Assistant lecturer at faculty of Arts, Ain
Shams university
= Email: lamiaa.yagup@gmail.com
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Lance games were among the most important equestrian skills of the Mamluk
period. Historical records unequivocally demonstrate their significance in religious
events, sultanic festivities, river celebrations, and family occasions. These games
also served as a crucial form of entertainment, as sultans, princes, and dignitaries
were keen to enjoy their dazzling shows during their leisure time. Additionally, they
were used to showcase the power and dominance of the Mamluk Sultanate,
especially in the presence of foreign delegations.

Cairo, the capital of the Mamluk Sultanate, played a central role in hosting
various events, including many equestrian shows and lance games. The Rumaila
hippodrome was one of the most notable venues in Cairo, closely linked to the
Mahmal tour celebration, which served as a prominent stage for these games. In
addition to Rumaila, several other locations also played significant roles in various
activities within the Mamluk community.

In this research, I will try to explore the nature of the locations where lance games
were practised, focusing on the initiatives undertaken by the Mamluk sultans to
develop and enhance these venues' architecture, also analysing the relationship
between the rise and decline of equestrian games and the urban transformations these
locations experienced. This exploration aims to provide a deeper understanding of
the role of these places in supporting one of the most significant aspects of social
life during that period.
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