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FRAGMENTS FROM AN ARABIC
COMMON-PLACE BOOK

(wiih 6 plates)
BY

PROFESSOR RICHARD J. H. GOTTHEIL.

Ms. Bodleian Heb. e. 74 contains six leaves, coming from the Gairo Geni-
zah, of what I can only call an Arabic Common-Place Book. It evidently
helongs to that part of their literature which the Arabs call adab, i.e., polite
literature. 'Who the author is we do not know. He cites a work entitled
Fakr al-Bulagha by one Ahmad ibn Sa'd Al-Isfahani, of whom Yakat gives
a biography in his Irshad al-"Arib, ed. Margoliouth I, pp. 129 et seq., men-
tioning the very book which is cited by our author as one of his writings.
D+ Skoss has very rightly pointed out to me that the Muhadhdhab al-Daulah
mentioned on fol. 1 b, line &, is the Abbasid Caliph Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Nasr
who succeeded Muthaffar ibn “Ali al-Muwaffak in the year 376 A. H. (=g¢37
A.D.), on whom see Ibn al-Athir, Chronicon, Ed. Tornberg, vol. IX, p. 35
and Index s. v.; E. de Zamsavr, Manuel de Généalogie et de Chronologie pour
UHistoire de Ulslam, 1927, p. 137, and Marcoriovrn, The Eclipse of the Abbasid
Caliphate, Index, p. 93.s.v. The fragment, then, belongs to a work written
towards the end of the tenth century.

I confess that I have found it most difficult to translate, especially as it is
written in that sort of rhyming prose in which the Arabs delighted for their
prefaces and introductions. I should not have succeeded in making any sense
out of a number of passages had it not been for the help which Professor Phi-
lip K. Hitti of Princeton and D* Solomon L. Skoss of the Dropsie College in
Philadelphia have been kind enough to give me and for which I thank them
cordially.
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et 104 Jes—

The manner in which the Arabic 1s transliterated into Hebrew shows, also,
some peculiarities.  Very often the Tashdid is placed upon the letter preced-
ing the one to which it belongs—which is intelligible in the case of the
Lamedh, as the lines are written somewhat closely one upon the other; but
this occurs in other places as well. The Fathatain of the accusative is put
upon the Aleph. Only the vowels Fathah and Dhammah are used-—never
the Kesrah. ~ The letter Jim is transcribed by the Gimel with a dot over it—
though the scribe is not always consistent in this matter.

Our author’s work contained twenty-one chapters, the titles of which can
be seen in the translation. I have not done into English the whole six pages.,
but only the first part or preface—though the fragment commences in the
very middle of a sentence—and the two sections on folios 64 and b com-
mencing with Amma Ba'du. 1 had imagined that the Tahmidit were ended;
but, 1o and behold! another Al-Hamdu-Lallah appears after the second Amma
Ba'du.  What all this means I do not know. 1 have translated one of the
Tahmidat and I have simply transliterated the others back into Arabic.

In conclusion let me say that the book contained absolutely nothing of inte-
rest to the Jews in particular. The fragment, in addition to its intrinsic
value, is merely another evidence that the Jews have always taken part in the
intellectual life of their time and of their wish to make an Arabic work—
evidently of some consequence—available to such as were unable to read

the Arabic script.  Wallah Karim.

la.

o 15y axpioNa Smipmn Nhba axTpRbN Dby RoNmh 1
XDYXON 719D NpEING INDNON MYy nopy NmY 7972 P 2
YINTTIN FIINIDXD DOIPY YDXIWON MININ 0 ndEn 3

PrIRDNR MET N @ NN PrEnhR ¢ 70N AY TP 1o nbhN NabYI 4
FLIINY ID3% TP NANDD INIDRNON TYD 12 O nARY DTN 5

by pHDINBON 303 1 NN NED nInEY NaDION P @ 6

w.B

&35 @ On this man and his work fakr al-bulagha’
@ =5 dI 815G I can find nothing in all the works I have con-
) On Aba al-Hasan, see the Introdaction. sulted,
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~

NDY 1% @ 0D 0 nDD) YN 1303 N XOYP XA pRYNT PBTPDE
® xnx 1P 112 v NBY X9 35pON D P xypId 309N 10 T 8
2xnaNoR o Sgon yxnanda yxanonON X3 X Syeba b 9

HRY TIRYNDNIN 12 © 3928 TNTNORDN SoyoNT pNnaNd 10
TNURINDN 101 90T @ 3NN INPDNINDN D N3 INT INTENON 11

}9T KD PHOM M P w3 XD 1930 FaibN 1N N D 12

Arpam Swibx DoBN H2 IXBNDY XD }NIM 19T 13

FAPMIRYN 177 100D TMRON DOXDN 1IN FNYNDY NB 14

NDNDX YN 29PN @ IALN 190 XDAPNY ApABdN 710 Y9N ¥EIN 15

uNYREND AINDIED 3BNPN 1N NRAMX 79791 1IN R0 16

AN3Y XD NI NYDNT AMEPRIN @ MNIDINT HNTON 17

DX2INXIVON 3D 40 TINYDN JRIDNIN P2 770N 00 pxmbDhN b fa 18

11900 NTA YINDD N3 TIDN U187 DNIVNIBON OE TNvY 19

22877 na3ny pownnby MobyB: Dhyanbh KaTN 20

ARTpRYN O R 2% N Yoy PEnoN nYoNY 25815 nawm 9t

N9 VYD YBINDNT INIMNYNT 4 MmN XD 1D H910K 1 rnoNT 22

For. 1.

nm=aa 1ibN yom (xosNDN DN ND 09 aENy vax b b 1

. 4 L
npaxD TxnYYR I8 £33 xS I8RD ©9 s vhy pind 90p nosy 2
anxEIN NINDID XD NDOY T3 AON PIND InaNONT @ Tp YON 3

¢ Here, and in many other places, one no- ® m:z;);
tices a dhammah, from which one must deduce ® pl, of 6;;';_
the fact that the author was thinking in the ordi- 09 Cfy, Koran v, 12 for this sense of (he
nary language of the street, as one says today word.
M/sfh °‘}"‘£ﬁ lfh,' Y These three last words are repeated by
@ - the seribe at the beginning of the next line.
® Verbally «agreeable to the heart»; les,2 0 134 lS L 3,;;, e
it 3. I have translated here and elsewhere (% Perhaps 2, e -
somewhat freely, in order to make the English 09 s, xx4xS

more readable,

15 y
) o sfui’?

4B

l"fb o .
) éL:T (9 paces é‘ébg-
1 I T WS e
© 23], Mkl R o f3K Y.
(M 32 50 L0 (%) x033.
Yoy gheiae e
Bulletin, t. XXXI1V. th
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moYN bxmx AboN 23mn Sanwhx apbnby © Tmby Hindx b
@ Nt ' S¥hN 11 XOYNDD NNPIINT © MYy DN NP3
DIND INT 3TN0 PINED DD meapN by man oM

PRIDNON 1D yNIY IN3Y MoK Divey mbNDx BRn N
INDIRONT DYTImhN T5RY MabNy poDhNT @ 0N TSN

oo 3 O W

FYTIRGN 1 ANTODN Y9N 1R YTON RN i pnabxs 17w 9
398 SINTON 790 2 93P ATONDON 23T TIBRON 10
ATNoN YoN 38T &Y TINDSY NaNTniN bR D0phN man o 11
D NIND NB NDN DN N NI 710 XD N nTn 12
NI ONDY T Arom maRebD AhhN oNTN oK @0 13
3¥ TUPY 3T TN TP @ IATON [N YOV PNDI TN Ay 14

NPILNIN 0T 1Y O N0 MWIP YIpT 005 N BN 15
AT NP AN NINDY WD P hgn [ v0Ias 16

DNDYIENON 1177 D 1INDYY YD INYRDNON nYNBNDN 17

338D (7 v3x35N BTNy MENpYN NIWBONI NI NID (81 NN 18
NIIN2IN P2 A0B3 DRIRON oy xma NTND PYIAS 19
NFYINID 0 202 U2 NTINGD 1 0390 oY) 9Ty NND 20
0yl DI A3 DATNY TONDON TN | RN ND 21
AANNY TINDIN 1I%3 AYON IR NIXDI Yhx nbya 92

For. 2a.

AN oI 1 A2 PR NP3 A NPANY AR RYPM 1

M AS;U

) Either ,;_1; or 5;1_3.

® Freytag /i !y «Eminentiores homi-
num ac probiliores». His authorities are the
Kamfs and Jauharl. Golius has for &’ «Pars
melior populi»; and de Geeje in his lexicon to
at-Tabari gives us &\ eper synechdochen pro
personan.

W g Sy

© i ‘

© Reaﬂing P ke SRy (0E di o3, For
ous and :_}g, see Lane s.v. This is the best
possible reading that [ can get oul of the letters
—vwhich are not always plain., If the first
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letter were a Kaf and not a Kaf, we could read
2‘52.3 dw’ "30] C!d\f‘
(7 * 7 4
) be
SN
© Prof. Skoss suggests that the reading here
may be Xn2n(3X11, and I have so translated.

a0 2uUdy ey,

(1 The text is not clear; and I have translat-
ed according to what seems to be the sense.

U0 Ladli pa cohintd,

i Z’o;ﬁ. The following is untranslatable,
as there is a hole in the Ms.

(4 . 3

;!obc.Jl-
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MYIID FONNWOHR AN 1oDNTION IpRYs npmwbN O aeNsy
@ 3nhx BEM YOX N0 2 B AeET ARON AR AN
NON INDINDN YDy NDB PRIINIDN 120N A2 prINpYN DNpx T
Y1923 A¥308 DX T3 73 PNINDDNY 177 ANTDNDN
X3993 Tp1 e IWDONY DNTAIN TONDN M2oN O by
SDNTBANIN D SININD «NIND PIWEY XIMINT INDIIN N
“TIPYIN D 9ONT +mINDYN 1D SONY DNOINBIDIN YD 35N

D YoNY +INFNON D $ONT  NTINDWNT DRYIRON D AbNT 9
"D 9581 +38NYYN 9D BINT MDBYN D RONY B MNYRbN 10
4 X¥T9X 15 S95N1 30308 TR D KOUNT INTRENON 11
0 59N 95 4ibNY 0 NIROX D PONT «NWTRON OB $hN1 12
N D RRONY NP IYNIPYN D 10N pIwhN D 1ONY 13
4 IDYINY DIMON D PIWYON NDTNON D BONT (IYNDY 14
JNYD AT D PIWYINY MINRINY 15

N =3 S O o~ W O

ANTRANON 16

by vhN AOPNT ROPNWYN AARIR AaANabN ThY TBRbN 17
FBID 37 1D TINETY 0D 17 10 mBR nwwa 1w aebn 18
RIIAR NANTY bap 19 TINTYNY NINpY b3p 12 AINTINY 19
P31 TONY FORPRIN D3p 1 nnoNwINY neNpN S3p 1 20
FopIdh NIXBANY IFOND NTONT RPESDT MM Namm 21
w3ty Sushx mYED 1 INDIN NI B AR R XTER 29

RN YTON 10 M NshN AIm omsYN nbuk bmihy 93

For. 2.
JINDEY D 1 N Abva Aaxonxb 1
byp 2
m #3yJ8 Rael ) ALEMA Rigyd] Bpolis dhammah over the mim.

) xZi3. ® ,iy. The last two chapters are numb-
(3) bl — e ered outright and not by numerals. On the
SIETE takmidat, see in addition to the article by Mac-
(5) 1.’:‘;\.!] donald in the Ency. of Islam, the al-subl al-a'shi
: T by al-Katkashandi [X, pp. 269 seq.; X, pp. 309
@ s, seq.; XII, pp. 300 seq.; XIII, pp. 167 seq.

=

B354l although the Ms. seems to have a (Hitti).
14,
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CPNYIN BEXA MRbR YDXION B3R bINydN kY TonbN
AYDNTY PRON IVBY DIDINDY MONTEN 35NN DADENYY
2D30% YDNDT MIENIT PION IABDY IYENT DpNadN b1
3¥ 103 IOILD DM AIDN 1Y 390 0 FOND Yrmy AN
W WO NI T P NI DNION bvi N finvsn
MPNPINDN DRI PYID 93 901 eI w3 1233 3N

NI2Y TR SINE 3 MINDYY AN AANT AP D 9

W ~1 & O & W

b w3ND N9 MEnNON XD 0P PN X9 monaN 10

NINRY N1 AMDR 2N3 1IN NDY Iy TIIm g N e 11
NIYDPNT INDINDNIND 1INYY INIEXRON 1Y NIIN INYPNON 0N 12
CINTDRONINT VIXDRIN 1Y 13

3§33 14

bebibx mNmy YaabN 992 Dby man Mhads nbh by 15
ANRIN AYINDGN MINDAN ANION MINBYD IANPON MmN 16
10D 1TnnhN Aoy DwNedy Annnn mbexwby 17

bapN1 manbR 1 nNDY AOYIZN O 320K XD 0y gINR 18
mNbEON 11 9TPY INEION 112 39p7 JDEDN 9 900 InDYN 1 49
NRERON TIIN BN Pionby pRox 8P NTOT 20

b 21

~xboXON 7o n3NEbD IANpYN maNTI2 SANabN 5P Tonby 22
DXINON MWD XYY ENIAON 7390 MY vhN GNDENYN 23R 93

For. 3a.

bXT PaNYR 27 oxmoxbR fa wnn k9 oxmixbx niban 89
133 PNIPTON YENDY INTDINY 33798 TENIT ININDD

DNINYON INOPN T3Y DNTAYYN DANTY DN2ITON TaNIN

byt MMNON wnAT DNIPYN RYRoNT NNTENON Bwon O

by DB NNIDRDN DNID B ANIDNYN N3AT DNTDN
INFPON TNIIN FRD PIDN XYY ANTIPIN 192 3D DXy
NONEPON MDY INFINONT xm2bN pNw nmN Dybhx o
SN IDYIN TN INTENINY NNEDYN BONDY INTpRDN
FITIPND 0237 mYON DaYT NDMNDNT Tobx oNgY jxan3

SH3p PI9N 1Y PEhon

= O 00 =1 O OV B W N =
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FINIT PINEDN MINDI JINDIN NGy YENION 15Y TondN 11
INEONDN TMAD N9T INEINDN P3990 KD vION MmN bANaYN 12
RNRINDN DND 180N A%nn N9 vbN rbnnnn K9 13
AISWR 1T DD GNIpNON 1N nTINN 2 DIEpD 14
~nxbN oM FpDY AR T2 wavhs Wy mnox 15
WMINY TMENY NIOAB PYION PIINT AO2INI MNP 16

N2 FININT NRIBDON 39 997 ADMEN2 RDINY NEPON 17
7NDR ¥ENINT FIIND ANDSON 930 19 NBADD 18

TIYNT TINDWON UXINY TSNP DNDXON DI TeNE 19

@ eTINT 2OPON pwam 20

Sep 21

5957 851 nNannn SNnn 22 paON pY viox n5% Tonbx 92
JONND FINTP TYDR NDY AINTA TWIB N9Y ANEOPN 23

For. 3.

310 9933 NPDUR ¥ ¥ININ NDY BoNNT $InaN Nb

Xov3 8123 NDDYN D OmNY 2vn 3 PaNON M

TPT NI NOR RDAID NIN WPY DOWT DU A9IN

DRTITN TNION §1 YINUN YD 2831 NNVOD NaNDR NP2

SX TVTPA 797 NINAINT XIDY XD 79D NINDINT KONOYN

Nb b8 NS AnanbNY FnNPYN TPRN T mbeha My
SBNTION ININD MDY DNYPON 19D TR 8D DNINON 727D

ox 991 Mwha oxoNON phon 891 uNibN Abiann &5
AEAn N9 777800 aNmMINDR nbnBRn N5 NN DX 9

NINST MBS 2XpI0R 7Y NINT APPAND oXADNDN 10

MIT3VRD 0337 199N 0% nntap v A5hT anveby nb 11

53D hx 1Y pehon 12

905N [ pNIDN N ENDON 737 YoNEIN [0 TonbN 13

b pha MR MININDN YONIDN AINDAN PNBYN 39D 14

FODTNMNAD PrI9N DDPY AADIN 1Y 13 NYTAD PO 15

25pbX NINN 9D 1NN N by 92 XY AnDYIs 16

oN D %7 SNpRn v 21 891 231bN XY 0 pnw 17

3NN 9D NOX 120K 891 997 41 3N kDY PANONT DNINDD 18

Q@ ~1 O O & W N e
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) > >
NORDRY oByER ANEINDXY uDRIN XDDNDX nY Pabd 19
DX 11 paND 1D DYD N FIANTIN IANIMINT [IIRION 20
YPNY VD NTID 1§ DoR0N 1 b7y vhyp Taxt e by 21
% maznn x5 0Yndx 1 2bNa B KDY IN DN 1D 22

. P \ N .
bxawNoN mhRIn 8D ONPRNDX mbran Ny SXIpN 23

Fou. 4 a,

byp bxnyxby nTivn 8

RFIDDMNY PINDX MUY NTIIMDY NBDOX $D9 M9R 10 TnbN
PNOWROR RYNODY DRIINON PINDM 13 19D INIADN PO
NIy DN2ION YDINT YNTINDN YD yXUNON PRI
DINT2 NDOPD NNNTD NITY NI NI 9IDY NIXDING

DOAX NIDNDAINT NIIDT NINVINT 2R 830 2231 NNAIN
DY31 NATINIPT NIYDNID OB NTIYNIPY NOYNDN
FMBD W FAININ 2901 ANy XD 11 Mav naInON
DIION AR DBYON warhX 19 JINAD DAY NI
2090 ORN MR 30 9npD 3% 97pp o0 MoK
bpix XPDIEY AMLN SEEN XYY TN TAK KA
my3x AowY DB APEM APIY B TN3YYX YN RN

"D 113 DA PIEN T3¥ N3 ADED3 1D DN KD

© 0 3 S Ul B W N -~

[E-S
_— O

= e e
= W N

METYDY ANINY 113 787 ¥y 5D DA2Nm AYD
INTPON TRNION 77 M3 DAYN DRI ND3 PR
INTI2INDNT NOUNON mpnDY 851 axnatN DhOx nbnn b e
yonN 95N ONyn IxaoNTNT DNMINDN 3 Bnn XD
Jp12anhN 1 manhN DN nDpy Ny ppoxaLR

Do
RO Moy Dby non iybx nbY qunbs
phabx T8 vbN maNwYD INPON NINAID ANN2DR MDD
MYIZ DONN NP3 MY DIN TR AO0D mon

[ S R R N
N = O W oo -3 o Ot

Fovr. 4 b.

D1235% DX TNT0N JRODXON 113 NpDYN B byt nay jonx maNyy 1
1IYR IRIONT DRON NN 9aNnTR xmabR 1o axdR D anNnx 2
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Aw3oNT RN ADIRYN Y9y e b 2avm 2w e
5% onvahNy My wrvON 11 AbON JINan oo
Sep

X99PD MHINNY NIRRT Xp2Y W 53 jonN YR AYb TonbN

NTIBY NP V2D NTEYI DNPNY XI2T0 WIPOXY KTPNY

INODNDN MENT NIINIT PINDN NDDY RPN NDDOX ¥DID
% DpYNT DREhN Hya RIININT K920 NINY AN O

PIYON PR 797 NwRyDy 8300 NN Db xaxom 10

ANDYI B AN9TP2 IPY INP2aNa I3 TN DoYvhR 11

bRy pTamy prwmn HoAox Yo Anmnn wyn 12

i I 13

RO PN ANTENT PIAND ORI Sy N %Y Tonby 14

DN XyENa pRYh pzv XIOR PAPD FIm pEn 15

OXYONOX MNP0 nA XENNT 03001 NEWNT PR KYDXD 16

AT AMEsD ARKRbEN MRNon i xbynon 17

FIPND ADNOANT ADNP DT ATTER 18

Sep 19

DEYON T3NGT AINDNIN T2 OwiN yuNa 0% RN 20

PIOON PPN NYNBPIN Tv2 SanbN DN naNonN T2 21

MY nNDEOND NG maNTpN Bvs v1ON nyNDnN Tva 22

o 3 O Tt & oW

Fou. 5a.

Ron ANDIOND e IngaYN 1hN mYNT naxax nxdundxa
70N RN TNTIND NYENDY S o a1bm Draphy aamne
Syp RPN oNm N
brady mmbobx vaxay owbx obxar bandx bext nbb Tonby
37098 JORN MT9N IpIDON 10 3NN AEEOND TRON mEnYYN
viNERDX 1y X731 DENINDNT SNanbN YON NPT IPRON DR
¥DILN 1 1Ny ¥3EN i boaN N vhy mInN SONpRoN
2 AmwI9N 0 33081 PYEIRON 1 yaBl PN M
NOERD NmR ARz NI AR08 1 AR AneyN
ATOTEY X33 AINbh %7 Papbh vy prbh

SHep

W O 3 S U W N e

e
_ o
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e 112 Joeaenm

NN ARIANT XMEM XpY2 2 93 tonx 1hx nbb menby 12
¥ann ARI9N XTTPRT NP AYTYY XM 43
NDNIIN MYTNINT NDNIENT N2TIE MFINONT NN 14

Twh NSy NgNem RaND Pvab Neva Sy NoxINY 15

N73T0% TEXIPIN DTADN DN XDINWHT NONYD 16

»1709% navwny M7EYR YOy avRON DTN TpNenbR 17
AT PRDTY ANt Anondx ohNyn nanky Mesdx w18
NYBRIOR AOYION WDNT NyTNION mEsEON TINIY IInRpYN 19
891 D7y 03 b ©Y vhN bR N D MR PRam 20
TN TX30 Twn N9 anNEn TN N9 RyD Y 21
INYRON [T NN AP XDy PRYNEYS 27 YN 22

For. 5.

SHp
NNIPON ORNT DNIOXDR TWNIT DNIENON saND nbh mnbN
2 w
NNPIWDYN CHIIN QYN DXIINDIN Dy3hN Aoy nanyOx Spm

=L D =

DR2TOX 10 ININT PRYINESR DXITON 11 Dap N1 by RN
NRPAMON 23758 10 903 INNERDON pNhR 1 0Dy prNedN
AxDEON ONDNT 710 MDYIONT MION MAIR9N M2 13N KN

W 220 DIPN N AN 109 12 Dy maaNeby nwdN

MEIN YON TIIM NEBNI XYTI PUBID DBYN YOX P T8N

onbx ArwhNT DEbN 039Kt BYIaYR 20m0N 1 55 M

nim pIeNy %3 pooNa by b v5E pnybn aphN

[o BN B L

[ Y
-_—0

“IXTNIN IDINY INPOYN DN

bep
FNDIDN BANTY TP ON NETONT 030N XTION yxD nbY TnbN
AYINEON INANEDR PP meaNgbN ANDEhNT mreNoby
naNaN Oy nedxabx manbx banpt nypxidN nxEAONg
NDION 1 D20XT NrhN 11 nan N1 by nenx ApTNeON
FPN N3 OEPN RTON NBYION 112 30N ARATON 2 YN
T30 by 199N 0T pnEnOR AT D TN FioendN

- e e e e i R
WO 0 -1 O WUt & W N

FTRON FMNDT AR TN FNOE D098 Dnxot wadN
53X 3520 0N NYpXs M NN YbNp M3 DN
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S SINPI RPN NG 21
TIPIDDN IDNYNT PIDMIN FIPANN ND TN XD P2 NDX 22

Fou. 6 a.

K3 Soyby prbonbx aDT yans pnbeRby abae 1o
P93 Yy AEYD VN FpRY MOENP M9¥I MIN 93wIN D mhN
FA¥Y D PTY NN N2 OBIN VON I 10N NYNT)

NTPON NYTY ¥IDD NANTRIN 1IN 19100 vhy mxbehy
099830 OXPY 2371 XYY {13 29XD NI DNT YROND

SNIDX PTON XN 335% 20y 1HE Anzwbm nzhx @ Anox
PNDAN Y5y X7 Tra @by xmbon xnboy mby 1bE

b beon N @ mgnnm Tw MY PPN AEINM 89 D @ Rb3 XD

® 3TN SWON 1y AyENTON 9058 YO8 npanohx bxvew

@ AxIYYR AR 1 PR NPIYE nXashN YN by nxbebNa 10
TIRP VIANY TN PIEN 1Ova ON SpybNs mxandyy 11

M apIvN Sax 13 invabN Syar ToNT MpNY TENY 930N 12

o 3 O O oW N e

©o

RPDINNT IXIFT NANINNT ©XIID KAINX XYIPY 13
® 12398 NIMDIN TR PR ED 790 IND NINY TINPD 14
Xrowh neNwxONT N7 pTwNDN by Atuybx 15
NPINDYNDNT PINIION CUrsnbxy pINEsON DBYN 1 0 NTINTIINY 16
BT NI} RTIT NINTNY XTI NBF 20R2Y AD 9398 17
nbx 12oToN 3521 D1eNdN 338 SR ndN MYNEDN B 79T 18
nEN NN MEON Oy 9R0N hemmby xmby 19
Oy SmY 49 PNLIN AYIAT PRPAIN TIM PN 20
DFNOXD 1 DMNON TYIPR 13 NID AAENLNT PANION I aaD 21
M On J;Ls see Z.D.MG., XX, 187. without a dot over the jim; but in 1. 18 #hasdl

® Koran, 33, 56. Notice that the scribe has the dot.

. B
writes NN for Ll Lo (19) L"?'&%ELJ-

@ Y2

hla. .

Gy |

) yns el
6 s 4% aalyil)

MQ}.J], gaolsrtl,
© Uiz, slekel, 09) xig),
o ¢§~;Jl J. 0% The word is not clear in the Ms. It looks
© ey 2. like onxbx—as if it were some plural from

@ Notice that in this line &t is spelled  jw>;but I can not find it in my dictionaries.
Bulletin, t. XXXIV. 5

1o
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o . )
25pox 25y @3 ‘Db apdN jNDIRDN YDy TioNniN bR 0 22
w o D »
no¥nYND NPI2IET NAENIZN V0N 519008 DR JNDYINT 23

For. 6 b.

i w Sw Sw Sw
N2 NTPINON 231 Npb O »3IE 9v 92Tn0Ns HBRNDNY R3nhN
o N RADINDN 23 xBy 2EpD N9

3D
A~ P

N9y 3 ONY P2 N ApY 29y nYON DY (RD T¥3 KON
pb3bN 1 D DRI MD N1 D DNYDN NDXD nbED 1 YN
SN INDeNONT PNTINDNT 305N TNRINONT MEn N
INPIONT 2NTNONY INPINRONY TONT INPNDNT NN

0 N1 O Ol B W O e

YROYN XX NNDRYNT ANTONT DRIPRONT DYNEDON
ADIYRONT DRBYNY O NTTON 0 F2 BREya I XD D 9

INDNOX D uonoN 1oms B35k InINON nnpy obyhNT 10

napNy MDY 73N wrw N Tien 2hun KD ax epnRby 11

A TYON AYRBI XD XD TOAN @908 &9 R 12

ONp TPD 7272 797 1N NI O AT M3 ApYEIn 1Y 13

M2 p3 ND NDINDN by DvION AnsN by brnyby x4

DNION 259N iR 25phNg banphx jrToNg Saxoby YpraN i 15

APMIBYN TR 7100 0 MBNWON IPPRIN NN (N2 N 16

DN 7177 YNIDN D FIANDIN ATREIN TN MINAIN 17

93D SIMERIIN N 18

Ao ;N ATy DmNndN Anbn yoxiby AbY TonbN 19

LXIPNON NIXAY NBIYDI MONANON 1 97908 nYx Dap RN 20

IXAINONT 2830808 NOET DY v mINaNON B jobNoN 21

'

2
PPAN 1¥ ONFINDRY OXADNIN NINXAY ANDE JNTIN D 22

() There is a break here in the Ms, Should RIS

we read (s yidl? Pl gaT
@) =g, M 85,4)
3 ﬁa, SoA>3.
® 5%, ©) ifced.
B g1,
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(FRAGMENTS FROM AN ARABIC COMMON PLACE BOOK).

Fovio 1 a.
1. ... and beauty of the highest quality and a majesty encompassed with dignity.
Had it

2. not been for that, thoughts would not have been occupied with it, nor would lives
have been spent in it,

3. double the amount obtained from its chapters; and the arguments would not have
been reinforced by its means.

4. God has made us members of that group upon whom was conferred the sweelest
good fortune and which caused us to follow the direct road.

5. I have found a book composed and entitled The Poverty of Eminent People by Ahmad
ibn Sa‘d al-Isfahani.

6. It contains chapters which he has taken from the books of earlier writers.
7. He has added to this a little which he attributes to himself. I do not care for that

8. which is taken from (other) books nor am I impressed by that which is gathered
from (previous) sayings,

9. since invention and originality are better than selection and
10. copying; production and invention are more imporlant than horrowing and

11. dependency; for there is in original investigation a proper contribution and in
pioneer work

12. there is virtue. If the purpose is to make composition and sayings eternal, to
record stories

3. and sayings of value, to compose that which is conducive to good character and
to produce

14. that which will result in a praiseworthy name, then the pursuing of this work

15. will cause one to come nearer to this harbor and the aiming at such a goal will
bring one more rapidly to reach

16. this end. For this reason, I have desired to select chapters containing appropriate
meanings and proper
15.
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17. significations and comprising most of that which should be used in correspond-
ence,

18. because a plea may be reiterated among friends, and become general in correspond-
ence.

19. This shall be the unique feature of my book, which should thus become a

20. souree of education for the pupil, a guide for the candidate, a memorandum for
those who desire to learn and

21. an aid to the student. From God I ask help for that which I have wrilten and for
that which I have believed to be right.

22. T have sought to avoid making mislakes in this work upon which 1 have embarked,
and in what I have decided to do, and shall keep away from the provocation of passion,

Fouio 1 5.

1. which might prove harmful and even fatal. For so long as a person does not cease
to suspect his own intuitions

2. and does not stop to understand his own investigation, then surely his foot will slip

3. and his over-confidence will lead him to regrets. Now, since our master, the Go-
vernor,

4. the Prince, the Majestic, the Gonqueror, the Victorious, the Just Muhadhdhab-al-
Daulah—may God prolong

5. his greatness and maintain his preeminence and his power superior in merit in the
eyes of his chiefs

6. and those over whom he rules, up to the highest degree [ has been in power | —there
is no market for literary work if the small profit upon it is desired only for its own sake,

7. and is the sole end desired. In the markels, the new, as well as the old,
8. the rich as well as the poor, the good as well as the bad, the chosen as

9. well as the rejected, find a place. For it is like the ocean to which the water flows
from many distant

10. valleys, and from broad flowing streams. It accepts much of some

11. and little of others, not because of its own need for more water, but because of its
attraction for that element.
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12. T found, therefore, that my thoughts sought and my purpose demanded only that
which

13. had some relation to him,—may God prolong his rule,—which wins his favor,
confirms his authority

14. and renews contacts and relationships with him. Fate has narrowed my life and
has restricted my mode of speech.

15. It is as if my son were against me and had restrained me from going forward and
from rendering the service which would bring me

16. into personal contacts which would stimulate me to accomplish something through
my efforts. The utmost that I was able to do

17. was to use my hand and to exert my tongue in these literary compositions.
18. Even if my aims were too high and too remote to attain, I could

19. still hang on to the hem of their garments as does one who conceals himself among
the masters of literature.

20. If, therefore, a meaning seems difficult to undersiand and aims are impossible of
allainment

21. | am not to blame, ..... for [ have attacked the subject as would an adventurous
man make an attack.

22. I leave it to our master——may God protect his victories, his fortunes, his chief-
dom,

Fouio 2a.

1. his kindness and knowledge—confiding in him as one would confide in a chieftain
whose forefathers too

2. were noble and illustrious, whose roots are firmly fixed, whose branches are far
extending,

3. whose intention is mighty and whose engagements are sincere, veiling the defects,
guarding the unseen,

4. turning away the words of critics and resisting the tongues of traducers. Itis all a
man can do

5. when he does his best and has good intentions and sincere
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6. faith. From God I ask guidance and help. Now we have composed this book

7. in twenty-one chapters. The first deals with formulas used in addressing God;

8. the second deals with imperialism; the third with victories; the fourth with treaties;

9. the fifth \.vith churches and their beliefs; the sixth with congratulations; the seventh
with

10. condolences; the eighth with thankfulness; the ninth with reproach; the tenth
with

11. excuses; the eleventh with the arrangement of books; the twelfth with invocations;

12. the thirteenth with offerings; the fourteenth with praise; the fifteenth with friend-
ship;

13.

14.

the sixteenth with desire; the seventeenth with attainment and other matters;

the eighteenth with mediation; the nineteenth with remembrance; the twentieth

with mercy and pardon;

15.

the twenty-first with miscellaneous subjects.

For. 2 a.
o 16
Jxa 60J$ aigmy Moolind) A,S; TN A:H 17
as!am VS ° snl»a), 5,]4,« WS (g7 PR M!a: 9> @ &.'J\.s 18
858 A;Lxs Ja8 (o 5>$o~s;, fx}:is S5 (ye s)b\s;, 19
Kis Kaly Kaliis) Ja3 o adlasly aslip] Jub o 20
Kol WLy &5 13T, Wys, 1342, Wiy 21
Kaidy Joysell ahuds (po 8951 Lo § mha oty long 22
PRGN 5;55 Baiy yaiS axs, oS ”;LS: Jadd 23

For. 2b.
&ﬂl—wé, KA Sb}:ﬂ ‘JSiM A}\x;., &3[}».;)4 1
c s 2
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3T basla abs mulsll K Jolall 0 02 3
xxslyy G iy WL” aSInel ey vemls’ h
:.S_.H cnu, 50l U,Ns,«.m, axelyy JolWI Jody 5
AN ao_,lam Jiray 808 ye zya oo &b Jouty 8,8, 6
Gy Oprmy ngé; Ny @5 byyd ) Jan O aislo (e 7
LW e G2yd 6 yy oy palady Gady sy 8
s o8 Jols yas wlisy 15y KI0Ey ke o 9
‘,@@‘u Yy 8 psm pius) Lo o) 02l ¥y 8pmauiS] 10
Iyl Lo xhd G o 815 Uy 5358 3558 oF IS e 11
S CIRFPIN [PRRN PSR JUURY) IS s,;;), shasd) d) 12
Spdwdly galel) s 13
e 14
Jolal s3Ua8 Jordl 5336 Jadkt 65L5 Jakd N o 15
PYS S IR P ,mus sllab a4 s3lad 16
s,]am ,,o&i silad J)»LU aigy Molid) 17
Suly &l o @0l 8} on gand o e 30T 18
) g0 303y el o U555 ] (g0 pamry SRad) (o 19
pmald 0l iy gyl G2 (ks Tone 20
s 21
DoY) Mha ssllakes ) 5ld 3 L) AN a3 22
wbad) &ghis Yy (i szl aS)m ¥ & DY sy 23

) There must be some mistake of the Scribe  ending. See Lane, s.v. yUakw). The writer
hele as the word is unintelligible. Tt ought  has used the masc. form in order to rhyme it

10 be l}:’t’ \uth ,Aux
® One would expect 3,sli)} (with the fem. J One would expect jq-bl It
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For. 3 a.

By Cop¥) &y plgd¥ s Lagoed Yy lag¥) aidss ¥y 1

2]

s wlyedd! molwy wlisidly codJl sl wlylow

[\

wh a1 A e wh il ealyy wbs)ll &l

By olend) pinbedy eslill] iy wl o)) @w r:’ 4

) ‘Jau, bl @l o ehidl 3Gy whydl b

SO alyl & 5 yn 3l 1pRRSy wlysall p0G (oo w53 6
i 7y HleVly slomdl Jlay sledly Sl @lla 7
Ny 53600 ety sfydly LUL dlsy sl 8§

5yousls o3y AU (SIS Glaadly GU galoy lyié 9

s G0N A pakded 10

55la3 Goball S3bus bl B50aE sl ) A0 o 11
slaod} 3525 ¥y Slad} 65500 ¥ (5301 5315 Laalylh 12
Glog¥t GG ypilall RG2S Yy punldl ahiE Yy 13

KgAMGS (435 eakS pd waijzg‘, BONS @ yials 14

o) qx», 5 53555 80l sd o Wxn Je il 15
(SJ:J, 8y3pan) Uuces 504 Ewi, 80w LG 16

Ly Goy¥ly wlyaull Gy dlls siypuats byle SLEEN 17

‘5‘}3/315 D) foua b ul&;i: A Lo 18

Kishs Bliad) Feisy sOuol JLI) yusiy srslo 19

My Kealy wpkill pusesy 20

ot 21

) Whether or no this sign has any specific meaning I do not know. Tt occurs again at the end
of a section on fol. 6 b.
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Jals Uy sldun] Jlie yate Gl S oS Wl a3 22
U,,::u 5155 Suemes Vy 510D Nayo Yy sliss] 23

For. 3.

Gy yatr Sland) iy g piat L (Safy st L
lghes Lo yons slawdl & (;”:‘; A5 yaky oY) 45, 2
5y iy S Lo cf_j)j, guedy Losas ?J;? 3

;9\";))-“ U (o oy & cmnaty by slame blus Lo 8

3 505 3 1ylgly Upad lgas yamsy Tolisly LT 5

Y oS 8,0l &Kally 8,001 850000 > oakel 330 6
SBlaal) 850,35 Uy ulai) ks S3kay ¥y a3 85y 7
1555 35y pb¥) &S Uy (bt dl i Y, 8
5ypnaid Yy 55 plag¥) a2 Yy 5580015 o1 9
¥y xR Gyl A edls aiisis Wlgsd) 10
Byoash o5y A (KIS MA, & s Glealt A 11
s Gt A el 12
S xgay 3LV Byl ol 5305 dle) R okl 13
B e @S wliaal weldl wslua glad) 12 16
xad Lowis 33,01 jowdy aifa ye & bods gla 15
Ol s & psfal bo sde doer ¥ aips 16
B & 833 Jiie xie 0o Yy D opmll shyy o casialy 17
IS 10519y S g skl ¥y CogWly sl pow 18
by (oadd) Glogdly gunsed) slowd) A enan 19
B g @l G2 Jab ) Kidhyll casl 2y B,0L01 20

¢ Cfr. Koran x, 62 — though the wording is not exact.
Bulletin, t. XXXIV. 16
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CB‘) O”;L,!a:v ,?:J:US:'@» J)lﬁ L:Lu O\ﬂ, )‘ }S 21

W sy 3 el o i oub lis 5F uyall oo 22
Jeadl A Yy JUsH) slagas ¥y Jissl 23

For. 4 a.

. Juas  J8Y) By 9, 1
LSanely oy¥) ey (g50y Slandl 28y o318 ) 2
el iy (wliad) G ke o A5 oised Glay 3
v Judl guly slowdl sieiey ot o9t alikny &
Iolda xawds 1 bIos LEE Slo lgie 4y 15Ty 5
oot Loty Lady Uoty 25108 W cuasy 1lgsly 6
Jany WOGTaey lgrslie sy e y5y lgilay) 7
5,L.§ Ginany &l8 clby wlis Ol e ;lél’o K5alt 8
ool o3I el pall 53 2l axemy 2lady 9
a3y Guant yped) o5yy ,gi5 iy 305 e 53 10
I gy Ciaiuas Juasl lgikioy ywds Jout la3s,y 11
PESTEN xila] Jazms augg, au;a oo Sball depy Chppaas 12
&% f,e‘i’b Govel oue s a8 $34 b 13
Bsymay aaslo go NS oye & ogalloy a1
Y Satpll S wis i) Poey Lo Wi 15
Slgadly sladd xoeily ¥y 5laally S A=Y 81 16
e A dles 53l 110,31 2 Lagos 3 17
oo h o 53 BT sk Le (il 18

M T do not know what this word means.  Samekh and then turned it into a Kof.
In the word following the scribe wrote first a ™ Sie!
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(123 Y
. Joad 19
ot 5358 Joell) B Jololl A o 20
S 01 (501 sliaku ;o) sl ol kel 21
kaiso (Kl dxivoy Bypo ST Bypoy skl JE) 22
For. 4b.

o @13 S0 DM (o slall § Jany Kido uat asloy 1
S a2y S els yalysh sloed) oo oY) &y 8lslt 2
kanilly kelaell AL Ya Jols 8Ty cammtd a8, @3558 3

S JGidly payall ayall 53 A Iyl Eepdd &
. ot 5
JOE 58ty §yapasy Wha 5t 5{@»’5 I A o6
|nalos U58 and lgaknr by 1503 (sic) sqasly a0y 7
DY) gyaly bl gy (op9) Jomy WISy slowdl 2oy 8
S S0y i) Jxay 1,01, lghid g2 Loylst 9
sy} 205 3 Lalesy U 5lgadly Jaly blusy 10
xigay oy o SN g5y aifa g S @At 11
(miaddmng (yaydniny @ adiye Jaw i Jwﬁ, Kigmyy (hamdy 12
Juad giNikey 13
K5 ot S15 80Ty (1,8l T Jea s A S 10
Joldly Lty G (155 G 2y p6ke & 325 (2 )pmake 15
WY au?; 0555 i Laats 3Ny lafla a3y Lsla. 16

&::lsaj 5),&1«0 MMJ, &JJJ,MM 50N ulxw 17

® Though the Ms. has clearly uD. ) T do not know what this word means.
¢) Apparantly the Ms. has no», which is ) The last two letters are not clear in the
nonsense. Ms.
16.
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B3l xollaly &a3ls 5485y BoyOine 18
Juas 19
Ll ol wylas] v JLA paln A1 0 20
B3l gilyy aslaisl owe Judl Jolbyy 8Ll o 21
505y Zall Enyla 51001 Jea 1 aslud] o 22

For. ba.

=

e pleilly 533ley U d) Kaeds 51Ty p2Nd b
spoll o3t Jysls Bky Jpalll £ phay Jpnill Lisles 2
o s ypaild o, 3

Jyiey KoK malay JEGI oy JS oy A0 0B
0 et s B o w1 KAkl o) Eemy 1 5
&) e lgsy Juolsidly St ) lesy ot oKaTy 6
g Jyals gual) o 7 b s BOg) el 7
adyy Epall (yo CW‘: w*’y-” o 02i8y Gkl (e cwﬁ: 8
L g RgLadl o J13ly 55 o Grioy Kesiall o 9
Bl L oy 5L\ Povey oyt L350y g 10

. Joas 1
s 3 a8l Dty W st J guent 801 A8 03 12
L,Ms xo f Lpadisy §ya 085 A&sy a0y 13

i) aeduly Blaoly byys ae,5aly ey 10

g Uiy touslesy 1Bl pans) Lamy Jany blaly 15
@53 y5y Nl wgh ha Kylasy WS lad 16

eartl) cakiady 5yl de LI sty SSRY 17
Byolh 159y Byald) SKL el gl Syod oo 18
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fmaldd o) STy Kool keldl) ondl iy B8} 19
Yy Joleiy S A guad &I alpll K51 & kst ey, 20
b3 yann ypin Yy pallan a3y Yy gales Shyyis 21
L aED) KEDTy yadashdl Al yis Lie () ooy AN 22

Fou. 5 b.
) T 1
A padyy @lpadl 5oy wlpedl pale A o 2
ladl) WL Cislsy elisladly Ghil) 3 55y el 33 Jidy 3
el o olaty eloylall wlhyesdl o b Lo ds so) 4
coliy palt ©ps0) (g0 sy colaolid] @l (po yinmy @ Byalall 5
Bl a1y 530 01y xal) 0,8 s pady 1o 6
OBy Jarm [.;_%7 & ow%;s Jawy pan e Byalall £3LY 7
&1 &l 3 é«.fb lesy ga355 @lat! I u.:)b)mb 8
S Cyally nasal] cansilly o, LY 5 ) RS 9
Kisb gouely &5 palal sde M o o) ity 10
lgra] &1y slixs] ity 11
Jaad 12
Sl alyy L) S0 GaS ol ol A 03 13
Ko LA wl AR Jakidy &eylall sliadly keeldl 14
53bYly Rl &5, 300 Jobsy keslp)) sl i@ty 15
sladll o Jauly oladl o Jiad b de B0 aslalt 16
KL & el g K& (o taly Koyl o Sty 17

N e A oy gyl Boupe &ab sOialy opyall 18

M In the Ms. a ‘au in place of a 2¢ with two dots superimposed.
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BaSle &isly &)y &asly Bho Ju ) s.:sls,):z.’g? 19
Sl 85 in kiasls a 5013 &l yas Kiiloy 20
oolg c@s‘f, aols 21

For. 6 b.

Joas 18
s,L; pddl Bais el zx.je zl sl A O 19
I3 s any K05 y26 SLIKY o 50y (ipl) 5 a8 (ST 20
Sy WS edioy xS e &by & eVl 21
G oo ploy3ly plgsd) @ ylay aho ) § 22

For. 5.

21. Now 1! the most suitable course to which the faithful held fast and upon which
the self-assured relied

FoL. 6 a.

1. the way which reformers pursued and the road which the sincere followed, was
obedlence

2. to God with thankfulness, which He considered to be the decisive factor in attaining
the truth which He has laid upon his creatures.

3. For he told those who desired to follow Him, and gave His promise and has kept
His word, :

4. and demanded prayer for His Prophet, who has begun this work and has hastened
to call the people to it.

5. He made it heard and commanded it, he educated and stimulated and inspired the
people, and said—may His name

6. be blessed,—« Verily God and His angels pray for the Prophet, O ye who believe,

7. pray for him and salute him with a salutation». It is known that afterward, by
agreement

" Usually, the text of a tract or a book after we have two sections beginning with these
the al-hamdu begins with amma ba'du. Here  words and a further al-hamdu lillahi following.

BIFAO 34 (1934), p. 103-128 Richard J. H. Gottheil
Fragments from an Arabic Common-Place Book [with 6 plates].

© IFAO 2025

BIFAO en ligne https://www.ifao.egnet.net


http://www.tcpdf.org

—tpo( 127 o3
8. without discord, and with a conviction that undoubtedly stimulates, that
9. the better actions leading to that which is good, and warding off evil, bringing

10. prosperity and causing success, proceed from a knowledge of God, since we have
been told of Him

11. and have understood Him in our mind, which he has made the truest searcher,
the best guide

12. the greatest aid and the strongest support. He made the blessing through Him to
be the most important blessing

13. that can be givén, the most complete in abundance, the most confirmed in princi-
ple, the most sound

14. in basis. This being so, it is the due reward of this dignified gift

15. and abundant donation to extol the fame of it, to spread thanks for it

16. and to count it one of the greatest favors and one of the purest gifts, and its use
17. in all that is deemed good fortune and an eternal recompense. This does not

18. cease because obedience, which is the greatest of principles and the search for a
high rank lead

19. as a result to an increase of knowledge, through which the ways to go have become
clear

20. truths have been perceived, obscurities have been removed, doubts

21. that hindered have passed away, and the use of knowledge gained by the senses
is given preference. Now, the most important thing

22, in religion is the responsibility resting on man and the duty laid upon the heart

23. and tongue. Then must come the realization of their kinds and varieties by care-
ful

For. 6 b.

1. and thorough examination, by mediation and prudent action without delaying the
necessary start

2. nor lagging in that which properly should be finished.
3. Chapter.
4. Furthermore, the blessing of God on his creatures proceeds from his universal justice

5. and his particular kindness. As to His universal justice, it is manifested in that he
has distributed equally among men character,
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ideas, guidance, observation, gifts, abilities, and life,

warnings, knowledge, promises, threats, rewards, punishment,

Sl B

food, nourishment, life and death. Now, as to the particular kindness,

9. it is manifested in the fact that he has distinguished some by skill, common sense,
knowledge,

10. learning, in the ability to profit by counsel, by a good disposition, and the capa-
city for making use

11. of opporlunities, for there is no demand which yields the return of a more success-
ful life, more fortunate

12. results, more rewarded ends, than that which experience has shown comes from
obedience to God, and this is

13. dependent on His kindness, his aid and his liberality. Now this being so, God
14. the just, has given most of his blessings to man in that he has been distinguished
15. by a perfect mind, retentive memory, an attentive heart and a heedful mind,

16. for to reach this fundamental truth, man must pursue this, the right path,

17. and to find this clear benefit one must follow this

18. beaten track.

For. 2 b [ Translation of one al-hamdu ]

14. Ghapter.

15. Praise be to Allah, whose laudation should be unceasing; whose ways are ever glo-
rious;

16. whose protection o’ershadows; whose sovereignty is all powerful;

17. whose benevolence is vast; whose wisdom is manifest; whose mercy is encompas-
sing; whose sympalhy is sought; whose assertion of power is incontrovertible.

18. T praise Him for all the gifts He has bestowed and all the favors He has shown,
and for the screen He has placed (between us and our sins)

19. and for the difficulties He has smoothed away, for the success He has vouchsaled
to us, and the good He has permitted us to do.

20. I praise Him with a praise that seeks to do justice to Him in increasing and gua-
ranteed measure.

R. J. H. GorraEi.

ERRATA.

P. 107,113, " mot, auliew de : 9XY, lire : WoNy. — P. 114, 1. 23, au lieu de : n5¥n, lire: np¥n-
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