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+ ABSTRACT

The Residences of Egyptian Great Clergy in the 19th century.
A Study of the Saray of Sheikh Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-Mahdi in Cairo

Documents, especially architectural and construction records, are considered as one of the
most important sources for the study of extant and disappeared buildings. They unquestionably
reflect their history and original architecture without any falsification or ambiguity. The
architectural and construction documents of the saray of Sheikh Muhammad al-“Abbasi
al-Mahdi in Cairo are one of the best examples.

This saray owes its architectural importance to the fact that it served as a model for the
residences of Egyptian great clergy in the 19th Century and its historical importance to the
association of its construction and architecture with a personality who played a crucial role
in the religious and political affairs at that time. Despite the changes its architecture has
undergone, whether through removal or addition, it has been possible to study it thanks to
the documents gathered in the National Archives in Cairo.

This study is in four parts. The first is a critical edition of the architectural and construction
documents of this saray. The second is a documented reconstruction of the biography of its
founder. The third is a study of its architecture, based on the architectural and construction
documents. The fourth addresses the main factors that have affected its architecture.

Keywords: architectural documents, architecture, building documents, construction, saray,

Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-Mahdi, Mufti of Egypt, al-Azhar, Cairo, Egypt

+ RESUME

Les résidences du grand clergé égyptien au x1x° siécle.

Etude du sardy du cheikh Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-Mahdi au Caire

Les documents architecturaux et de construction sont considérés comme I'une des sources
les plus importantes pour I'étude de batiments encore existants ou disparus. Ils reflétent
incontestablement l'histoire et l'architecture d'origine des bitiments sans falsification
et sans ambiguité. Les documents architecturaux et de construction du sardy du cheikh
Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-Mahdi au Caire en sont ['un des meilleurs exemples.

Ce saray doit son importance architecturale au fait qu'il a servi de mod¢le aux résidences
du grand clergé égyptien au x1x°siécle et son importance historique a l'association de sa
construction et de son architecture 3 une personnalité qui a joué un réle crucial dans les affaires
religieuses et politiques de I'époque. Malgré les modifications évidentes de son architecture, que
ce soit par ajout ou par suppression, nous avons pu ['étudier grace aux documents recueillis
aux Archives nationales du Caire.

Cette étude comprend quatre parties. La premiére est une édition critique des documents
architecturaux et de construction propres a ce sardy. La deuxiéme consiste en une reconstitution
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documentée de la biographie de son fondateur. La troisiéme est une étude de son architecture
a partir des documents recueillis. La quatriéme, enfin, se rapporte aux principaux facteurs
ayant affecté son architecture.

Mots-clés: documents, architecture, construction, sardy, Muhammad al-‘Abbasi al-Mahdi,

Mufti d'Egypte, al-Azhar, Le Caire, Egypte
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