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+ ABSTRACT

What is interesting for us in this work is to understand the true meaning of the princely
city through the Ragqada model. In this context, we have conducted research using various
Orientalist and Arab studies. It is clear from these studies that these royal or princely cities
are divided into two categories, or possibly even three.

Raqqada, is one of the two princely cities that were founded in Ifrigiya during the Aghlabid
dynasty. The other is the city of al-Abbasiyya. The importance of Ragqada lies in the fact that
it constitutes a transitional point and a passage from the palace-villa to the palace-city, and
from the open princely city to the closed princely city. This is what we have seen by navigating
between historical texts and archaeological data.

Raqqada was not destroyed by the Normans, but by the severe vandalism of the Bana Hilal.
Nevertheless, there are still some archaeological traces that reflect the princely and royal
character of this city, and show that its architecture has mixed the ancient heritage with the
oriental influences.

Keywords: Ibrahim II, Aghlabids, Bagdad, Dar al-Hilafa, Dar al-Mulk, Raqqada,
Ziyadat Allah IIT, Samarra, Rampart cities, al-Mahdi (‘Ubayd Allah), basilica hall, Qasr al-Bahr,
Qasr al-Sahn, palace-villa, palace-city, entry into Chicane, royal city, princely city
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