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¢+ ABSTRACT

Ostrich eggs held great importance among the Arabs before Islam. Their importance also
continued after the emergence of Islam, with various uses such as hanging them in religious
establishments like mosques, mosuleums or civil buildings such as houses. The eggs were
decorated in different ways: inscriptions, paintings and multi-level engravings on their surfaces.
These decorations made them valuable gifts for Kings and Caliphs.

In this paper, I am studying Ostrich eggs on different levels, from their functional uses to
their religious aspects. I am relying on Egyptian museums’ collections which contain unpub-
lished Ostrich eggs. I am also using historical sources which provide important information
that has not yet been taken into account.

Keywords: ostrich egg, islamic drawing, islamic art, arts of Muhammad Ali Dynasty,
collections of Egyptian museums
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