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+ ABSTRACT

Eastern Christianity has been starkly influenced by the Ottoman rule. With the dominant
power of the Greek Patriarch over the Chalcedonian communities in the Arab world, these
communities have been reconstructed, and many struggles and conflicts erupted.

This paper tackles an aspect of these struggles among Christian communities in Egypt
during the 17th century, as represented in a conflict between the monks of Saint Catherine
Monastery in Sinai and the Melkite patriarch of Egypt. It examines how the local powers
intervened in this conflict, and how the whole narrative has been formulated in legal and

sharia texts.

Keywords: Saint Catherine Monastery, Greek Orthodox, sectarian conflict, Copts, 17th Century,
Cairo churches, Coptic church, Ottoman Egypt, Melkites
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