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¢+ ABSTRACT

The study of coffee is one of the main topics that belong to the “History of stimulants”
which deals with an aspect overlooked in the field of modern social history.

This field of study does not deal with physical stimuli as a commodity or leisure, but is
regarded as a practice of cultural symbolic value, “phenotypic consumption” which expresses
relievant aspects of social prestige and distinctions.

As part of this approach, this study aims to analyze the etiquette and rituals that have
been woven around drinking coffee in Ottoman Egypt and to understand why they relate to
the urban elite group, which took them as a way to express specific aspects of prestige and
social status: coffee does not work in a social or historical vacuum, but responded with varying
degrees of basic needs, expressed by the consumption culture and how to push it towards the
center of social life: what were the morals and rituals associated with this social drink; what
is the link with the culture of the palaces and the wealthy notables homes? In other words:
was “the idea of the rituals and creating traditions” about a new material consumption such
as coffee, the preserve of a group of elite, or was it an open-field shared to varying degrees

by all social groups, each according to its social, material conditions and cultural formation?

Keywords: coffee — coffeehouses — stimulants — Ottoman Cairo — traditional society —

consumption studies — material culture — palace culture — culture of leasure
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