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Hamza ‘ABD AL-‘AZIZ BADR, Daniel CRECELIUS

The Waqf of the Zawiyya
of the amir ‘Isa Agha Cerkis
A Circassian Legacy in XVIIth Century Jirje

HE IMPORTANT town of Jirje, the so-called capital of the Sa‘id, was the seat of one

of the most important provincial governorships in Egypt during the Ottoman period.

This governor, chosen from among the ranks of the Mamluk beys and holding the

exulted title of “Hakim al-Sa‘id” (governor of the South), administered the entire grain-rich

area between Manfalut and the cataracts south of Aswan, though his actual ability to govern

this vast area was frequently challenged by the bedouin shaykhs of the powerful Hawwara
confederation whose own residence was in the Upper Egyptian town of Farshut.!

Throughout much of the seventeenth century, Jirje was governed by a Faqari faction of

Circassian amirs who, through the years, embedded themselves deeply into the political, social

and economic life of the town they dominated.

In the century between roughly 1645-1745,

this Faqari elite and its Qazdughli successors adorned the seat of the governorate with a
number of mosques and other structures, most of which still stand.

‘Ali Bey al-Fagari, who had an unusually long career as the amir of Jirje from 1043/
1633-1634 to his death in 1653 and who laid the foundation for his powerful bayt in Jirje

This study was carried out while the authors held Fulbright
Commission grants during the 1995-1996 academic year. Any
opinions expressed are those of the authors, not the Fulbright
Commission’s.

" On the Hawwara, see “Hawwara” in the Encyclopaedia of Is-
lam; Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad, al-Sa'id fi ‘Ahd al-‘Arab Hammam,
(Cairo: 1987).

‘Ali Bey also built a hammam in Jirje that still stands. Not much
is written about these beys of Jirje. A short manuscript
published by Jean-Claude Garcin lists little more than the
names and dates of these amirs of Jirje for the 16th-17th
centuries. See Jean-Claude Garcin, “Emirs Hawwaras et Beys
de Jirja aux xvi® et xvi® siécles”, Anisl XII, (1974), p. 245-
255. For a history of the struggle between the Fagari and
Qasimi factions in 1659-1660 and the role played in this

o
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struggle by the Ottoman governor, see Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr
al-sawaylhi al-‘Ufi al-Hanbali, Tarajim al-Sawa'iq fi Wagi'at al-
Sanajig, edited and annotated by ‘Abd al-Rahim ‘Abd al-Rahman
‘Abd al-Rahim (Cairo: 1986). Two short works on Jirje and
its amirs were compiled by Shaykh Muhammad al-Maraghi, the
imam of the Fugaha’ mosque in Jirje, at the beginning of the
20th century and are preserved in Cairo’s Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyya. The first is “Nur al-‘Ayyun fi Dhikr Jirje min ‘Ahd
Thalatha Qurun”, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, Ta'rikh 5802; the
second is “Ta'tir al-Nawahi wa al-Arja’”, Ta'rikh 2320. Shaykh
al-Maraghi used some of the original documents belonging to
the mosques of Jirje, but he provides virtually no information
beyond what is contained in these wagfiyyat. We note, for
instance, that he offers no more information on ‘Isa Agha, the
subject of our study, than is contained in the subject's wagfiyya.
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built a large mosque that anchors one of the town’s main squares. The powerful amir
Muhammad Bey Cerkes built the “Sini” mosque, so called because it was decorated with
Chinese tiles, when he was governor of the Sa‘id before the civil war of 1711; it was
reconstructed by Shaykh ‘Abd al-Mun‘im Abu Bakr in 17943 In addition to these, the
Qazdughli amir ‘Uthman Bey “al-Jirjawi”, one of the Mamluks of the famous Ibrahim
Katkhuda al-Qazdughli, was sent as governor of the Sa‘id and built a large mosque in 1743
that was restored by Murad Bey in 1791, when the latter was amir al-hajj. These mosques
were in the municipal eastern core of Jirje near the Nile, but much of the agricultural
property endowed in favor of these mosques was on the western side of the town, away
from the Nile.

The wagfiyya* of ‘Isa Agha in favor of the zawiyya he constructed on the southwestern
edge of Jirje and three subsequent additions he made to his endowment give us some
interesting insights into the wide range of economic activities in which this Mamluk elite
was engaged and reveal the close interrelationships among some of the leading members of
this group of Circassian amirs.

‘Isa Agha Cerkis, who is identified only as the supervisor (nazir) of the wagf of ‘Ali
Bey,’ endowed 20 separate pieces of agricultural land, open plots, residential and commercial
properties, and incomes from various government sources to support the building, activities,
and service personnel of his zawiyya in his wagf of 15 Ramadan 1098 / 25 July 1687, then
added to it in three documents registered in 1691, 1695 and 1703.6

3 On these two mosques, see Muhammad ‘Abd al-Sittar ‘Uthman, his death in 1653 ‘Ali Bey was succeeded by his Mamluk
“lirja wa Athariha al-Islamiyya fi al-‘Asr al-‘Uthmani”, Dirasat Muhammad Bey as governor of Jirje. Throughout this set of
Athariyya Islamiyya Vol. 3 (1988), p. 211-268. four wagf documents ‘Isa Agha has close economic and political

4 The original endowment deed of this wagf, created 15 Ramadan, ties to the members of the household of ‘Ali Bey, suggesting
1098 / 25 July, 1687 and recorded in the sijill of the Jirje court, that he was part of that household. The copy of 1703 is rather
is lost. We have consulted a copy, made I Sha'ban, 1115 / vague in some parts, such as in providing a clear indication
10 December, 1703, which is preserved as Ta'rikh 5803 in the of ‘lsa Agha's lineage, perhaps suggesting that he was a known
Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya in Cairo. This text of 52 pages figure. There is a reference on page 26 that the donor “joins
includes copies of the three additions he made to the original this to his previous wagf”. This undiscovered wagfiyya probably
endowment some years later. is written closer to the accepted formula and identifies ‘Isa

5 Very little can be said about ‘Isa Agha, except that his former Agha's lineage.
supervision of the wagf of the deceased ‘Ali Bey suggests that ¢ This copy of 52 pages contains marginal notes made by
he was a retainer, probably a Mamluk, of ‘Ali Bey al-Faqari. Muhammad Muhammad al-Maraghi, the imam of the masjid
He made every effort, for instance, to locate his property and al-Fuqara’, in 1320 / 1901-1902 and in 1913-1914.

agricultural lands next to those belonging to ‘Ali Bey. Upon
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THE WAQF OF THE ZAWIYYA OF THE AMIR ‘ISA AGHA CERKIS

THE ENDOWED PROPERTIES

In his wagf of 1687, ‘Isa Agha endowed the following 20 properties.

1. The zawiyya itself, which he constructed next to the bridge over the canal constructed
by the deceased amir Muhammad Bey.” The zawiyya, which survives to the present, was
established to offer the five daily prayers and to give education to an unspecified number
of students. It had, moreover, a water trough for animals as well as a spigot and sabil for
worshippers to use before prayers. The zawiyya was equipped with a toilet and had its
own well mounted by a waterwheel (sagiyya). It is known today as the mosque of al-Sitt
Salmah, whom the wagfiyya identifies as the daughter of ‘Isa Agha. She became supervisor
of her father’s wagqf after his death.

2. The largest portion of the endowment was to come from the rizga of 20 faddans
from a parcel of 40 faddans in Tukh al-Jabal in al-‘Usayrat.® This was according to a
tadhkira registered in the Circassian’s daftar® dated 1 Ramadan 1097 / 22 July 1686 and

signed by the governor Hamza Pasha.!®

3. An unspecified number of houses which the donor himself constructed in Darb
al-Tafanisa in Jirje. These are adjacent to property endowed in the wagf of ‘Ali Bey.

4. Another house he constructed in Darb al-Tafanisa, this one on land belonging to the
wagf of ‘Ali Bey. He secured the right to build from the current supervisor of ‘Ali Bey’s

wagf, the amir Ahmad, in 1682.!1

5. Another house in Jirje in Darb al-Dabbaghin. The southern and eastern sides of
this house border the house and stable of Dilawar Efendi.!?

-

Muhammad Bey, who is described as an insolent, vain and
unjust amir, succeeded his master ‘Ali Bey as governor upon
‘Ali Bey's death in Shawwal 1063 / August-September 1653.
He was killed in the great conflict between the Faqari and
Qasimi factions in Jumada Il 1069 / February 1659 in a dispute
with the Ottoman governor Ghazi Pasha ibn Siwar Shah al-
‘Ajami. See Garcin, “Emirs Hawwaras et Beys de Jirja aux xvi¢
et xvii® siecles”, p. 254. Neither the bridge nor the canal exist
today.

Muhammad Ramzi notes that Tukh al-Jabal is on the western
bank of the Nile in front of Jabal al-Shaykh Musa. It lies
ruined today in the area of Sohaj. In ‘Ali Mubarak's al-Khitat
al-Tawfigiyya al-Jadida, it carries the name Tukh al-‘Usayrat. See
Muhammad Ramzi, al-Qamus al-Jughrafi li al-Bilad al-Misriyya
(Cairo: 1963), Part II, Vol. 4, p. 112.

The Circassians’ daftar is a reference to the register each of
the seven Ottoman regiments kept in which were recorded the
names of the members of the corps who deserved pay, in coin
or grain, from the corps’ paymaster. The Circassian corps was
composed, as its name implies, mainly of Circassians. It was
a cavalry unit whose members were mainly assigned to
provincial posts. On the Ottoman corps in Egypt, their
numbers and pay, see Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad, al-Idara fi

»

©

Misr fi al-‘Asr al-"Uthmani (Cairo: 1978), 178, 223, 443; Stanford
J. Shaw, The Financial and Administrative Organization and
Development of Ottoman Egypt: 1517-1798 (Princeton: 1962),
p. 196-197.

Hamza Pasha was governor of Egypt from 9 Shawwal 1094 -
20 Dhu al-Qa'da 1098 / 1 October 1683 -27 September 1687.
See Ahmad Shalabi (Celebi) ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Hanafi al-
Misri, Awdah al-Isharat fi man tawalla Misr al-Qahira min
al-Wuzara’ wa al-Bashat, edited and annotated by ‘Abd al-Rahim
‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd al-Rahim (Cairo: 1978), p. 177-181.

It is not clear why ‘Isa Agha gave up his supervision of ‘Ali
Bey's wagf. In 1913-1914 Muhammad Muhammad al-Maghrabi
noted in the margin of the document that this house fell into
ruin and was used as a depot (wikala) for salt after someone
had usurped it from the wagf. Then the Diwan al-Awqaf
reclaimed it and rented it to Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn Ahmad
al-Ramihi and Husayn Salih al-Fundugli. The wagf finally sold
the house because it was in ruin.

A Dilawar Bey served as Hakim al-Sa‘id for the year 1074/1663,
and again for four consecutive years between 1076-1079/
1665-1669. See Garcin, “Emirs Hawwaras et Beys de Jirja”,
p. 254. Although the name is unusual, he does not seem to
be the Dilawar Efendi mentioned here.

S

=
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6. A house in the eastern section of Jirje which was purchased from Abu Yusuf
al-Bazarjan 18 Jumada al-Akhir 1075 / 1076 January 1665. It has three shops built into
its eastern facade.

7. A plot of open land (hawsh) adjacent to this house.

8. Another open plot of land, with a wall around it, known as the dar al-umara’; it
was purchased from the amir Dhu al-Faqar al-Tarzi of the Circassian corps on 13 Rabi’
Akhir 1075 / 3 November 1664. It is attached to the residence of Murad ‘Azaban, the
retainer of the deceased ‘Ali Bey.

9. Another hawsh and a part of a ruined house on the east side of Jirje. This property,
presently known as the grassland (karm) of the deceased Muhammad Bey, was acquired by
‘Isa Agha on 9 Rajab 1080 / 3 December 1669.

10. Half of a mill (tahun) purchased from al-Hajj Muhammad al-Buhayri on 13 Rabi‘
al-Awwal 1083 / 9 July 1672. Included are all its tools and equipment, the land and its
building, the hawsh for the animals and a granary to store the fodder for the horses that
work the mill.

11. A shop in Da’udiyya in Jirje purchased from the bayt al-mal'® from the estate of
Ahmad Qa’immagam. It was purchased from Hasan, the inheritor of Ahmad Qa’immagam,
who was a descendant of ‘Ali Bey, on 5 Dhu al-Qa‘ada 1097 / 23 September 1686. It
abuts on land belonging to ‘Isa Agha.

12. Six shops separated by a hawsh inside the karnak'* in Jirje as well as two rooms
(tabagatayn) and a hall (fasaha) above the shops, purchased from al-Hajj ‘Amir ‘Azaban
on 15 Dhu al-Hijja 1097 / 2 November 1686. These are adjacent to the wagf of the deceased
‘Ali Bey on their northern and eastern sides.

13. A walled, unroofed hawsh having ten palm trees. It is near the sugar press owned
by ‘Isa Agha and forms the northern border of the zawiyya. Its eastern border is the garden
of the deceased ‘Ali Bey. Its western border ends at the house, part of which is owned
by the donor. It was acquired 14 Rabi‘ al-Thani 1097 / 10 March 1686.

14. Another plot of land adjoining this hawsh on the west which the donor bought
from al-Hurma Salima bint ‘Ali al-‘Ammari.

15. An open piece of land used as a garbage dump outside Jirje next to the donor’s
zawiyya and sabil. It was purchased from the bayt al-mal 15 Jumada al-Awwal 1097 /
9 April 1686. It is bordered on the north by the wagf of the deceased ‘Ali Bey and by
property of the donor and others and on the east by the gate to the wagf of the deceased
‘Ali Bey. Its western border is the zawiyya and sabil.

The bayt al-mal was established to claim the state’s share in into mugata‘at dealing with soldiers, civilians and those who
the estates of imperial and local officials, troops and citizens died on pilgrimage. See Shaw, Organization, p. 171-172.
who died in debt to the state or without heirs. This tax farm  '# The Turkish “konak” in an Arabized form. V.L. Ménage, “The
(mugata‘a) was subdivided into the bayt al-mal khassa for aghas Ottomans and Nubia in the Sixteenth Century”, Anisl 24 (1988),
or high officials and the bayt al-mal ‘amma for citizens who p. 146, notes that it is a residence or government house, the
were not in the service of the central government and who place of the diwan.

died without heirs. This latter tax farm was again subdivided
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16. A piece of land measuring 136 gasabas and 11 girats to the west of Jirje purchased
from the bayt al-mal on 20 Ramadan 1089 / 5 November 1678. It is between the hawsh
of the sugar press owned by the donor and his partner Musa Bey!® and the hawsh belonging
to the deceased ‘Ali Bey.

17. A walled open hawsh in the western section of Jirje which the donor bought from
the bayt mal al-Muslimin in Ramadan 1089 / November 1678. Its southern border is the
zawiyya, the sabil and the bridge; its northern border is the sugar press; its western border
is the street and the amir Yunis canal.

18. One half of a sugar press, including its equipment, in partnership with the amir
Muhammad Celebi ibn Musa Bey, in the southwestern part of Jirje. It measures 100 gasabas,
including its building and the area for burning. It is entirely surrounded by property
belonging to the donor.

19. One half of a garden owned in partnership with Muhammad Celebi ibn Musa
Bey. It was bought from Musa Bey and borders on two sides the rizga land of ‘Ali
Bey. This was purchased at the same time as the sugar press, in 1091/1680. The original
sale document from the Awlad Abu al-Mazin'® is dated 6 Safar 1087 / 30 April 1676.

20. A house in west Jirje purchased from al-Sayyid Mustafa al-Rumi ibn al-Sayyid
Himmat through the agency of his brother Muhammad, the former aghat al-ghilal'” in Jirje
on the last day of Rajab 1097 / 22 June 1686.

The grain from the land and the income from the properties were to be spent to maintain
the properties so they remain productive, then for the salaries for the imam/khatib (leader
of prayer/preacher), the mu’adhdhin, a reciter, for a teacher, for a servant, for the person
managing the sagiyya of the sabil, for a mason to maintain the buildings belonging to the
wagqf, for the potter who makes the pots for the sagiyya, and the supervisor.

On the last day of Rabi‘ al-Akhir 1102 / 30 January 1691, the donor added (idkhal)
four more properties. These were the rizga of 20 3/4 faddans from the daftar al-Cerakise
which he obtained in a tadhkira from Muhammad Bey'® on 15 Rabi‘ al-Thani 1100 /
6 February 1689. The land was assigned from Bani ‘Ammar lands in Tahta!® and was

'S Musa Bey governed Jirje between 1087-1089 / 1676-1679 and to collect the tax in kind (al-kharaj) and move the grain
again from 1093-1095 / 1682-1684. See Garcin, “Emirs northward to the capital on the grain ships that plied the Nile.
Hawwaras et Beys de Jirja”, p. 254. His son also went into See Layla ‘Abd al-Latif, al-Idara fi Misr, p. 382; Hamza ‘Abd
partnership with ‘Isa Agha. al-‘Aziz, “al-Athar al-Islamiyya bi Manfalut fi al-‘Asr al-

¢ The Awlad Abu al-Mazin were descended from Mazin bin ‘Uthmani”. unpublished MA dissertation, College of Arts, Sohag,
Fazzarah. One branch settled in the area of Qalyub, another 1984, p. 87.
branch, referred to here, in the Sa‘id. See ‘Umar Rida Kahhala, '8 This appears to be Muhammad Bey Abaza, who became Hakim
Mufjam Qaba’il al-Arab (Damascus: 1949), Vol. lll, p. 1024. Jirje in 1099/1687-1688; he remained in that position for five

17 The aghat al-ghilal was found in towns having major imperial years. See Garcin, “Emirs Hawwaras et Beys de Jirja”, p.255.
granaries. As the administrative center for the grain provinces ' Bani ‘Ammar is a village in the district of Tahta (Upper Egypt);
of Upper Egypt, Jirje held major granaries which were it separated from ‘Anibis in 1231 AH/1815-1816. See Muham-
supervised by this Ottoman official, whose responsibility was mad Ramzi, Qamus al-Jughrafi, Section II, Vol. IV, p. 147.
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adjacent to rizqa land of the deceased ‘Ali Bey. He also included the other half of the
sugar press previously endowed. He bought out his partner, Muhammad Celebi ibn Musa
Bey in Rabi‘ al-Thani 1100 / February 1689. He also added an open hawsh adjacent to the
sugar press which he purchased in Shawwal 1101/ July 1690 and two more hawshes
adjoining his house in the western section of Jirje which he purchased on 18 Shawwal 1101
/ 25 July 1690.

On 11 Rajab 1106 / 25 February 1695 he appended (ilhaq) three more properties to his
waqf. These were a house, the residence of his son Muhammad Celebi, an adjoining hawsh
on al-Tafanisa Street across the street from his own house and adjacent to the house of his
other son ‘Ali Celebi, and one half of yet another hawsh on the same street.

Finally, ‘Isa Agha included in his wagf an annual stipend of 40 ‘uthmanis® from the
daftar al-Jawishan®' assigned to him in a radhkira dated 27 Jumada I 1112 / 9 November
1700, supported by a decree (buyuruldu) from the governor Muhammad Pasha.??

PERSONNEL AND SERVICES

Isa Agha’s stipulations were simple and direct. The maintenance of the buildings, both
the zawiyya and the income-producing properties he endowed in his wagf, was to be the
primary concern of the supervisor. After that, the service personnel were to receive the
following annual salaries. The individual acting as khatib and imam in the zawiyya was to
receive 10 ardabbs of wheat and 5 qurush (150 nisf fiddahs), while the khatib’s muraqqi
(repeater) would receive only 30 nisf fiddahs (1 girsh). It is stated throughout that the grain
came from the rizga land in Tukh al-Jabal and the cash from the income of the real estate.
The mu’adhdhin was to receive 5 ardabbs of wheat and 2 qurush. Whoever read the Surat
al-Kursi from the Qur’an after the call to the evening prayer would receive 2 ardabbs of
wheat and 1 girsh.

The zawiyya, which is sometimes referred to as a masjid in Isa Agha’s wagfiyya, supported
several other service personnel. An instructor who would teach children in the zawiyya was
to receive 3 ardabbs of wheat and 2 gurush, but the document does not cite the number of
children who would be educated, nor does it allot anything for them in the usual manner.

2 The ‘uthmani (pl. ‘atamina) was a small silver coin equal to service of the governor, but through the years their numbers
ten nisf fiddas. In Egypt, it was used as a unit of account to were increased to the level of some of the other corps. In the
indicate the amount of rations and fodder which holders 17th and 18th centuries this corps controlled the imperial
received from the granary. One hundred ‘atamina were granaries and the bayt al-mal amini. See Shaw, Organization,
considered to be a unit to purchase sufficient food and fodder p. 194-196.
for the daily support of one man and his horse. See Stanford 22 Kara Muhammad Pasha governed Egypt from 14 Rabi‘ II, 111-
J. Shaw, The Budget of Ottoman Egypt, 1005-1006 / 1596-1597 | Rajab 1116 / 9 October 1699 - 30 October 1704. See
(The Hague-Paris: 1968), p. 132. Ahmad Shalabi ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani, Awdah al-Isharat, p.206;

21 The daftar al-Jawishan refers to the inscription of the recipient’s Ahmad Katkhuda ‘Azaban al-Damurdashi, al-Damurdashi’s
name in the account of this regimental corps, giving him the Chronicle of Egypt, 1688-1755, translated and annotated by
right to draw a daily salary. The Jawishan, from the Turkish Daniel Crecelius and ‘Abd al-Wahhab Bakr (Leiden: 1991),
Gavusan, originally formed a small corps of Mamluks in the p. 104-124.
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The duties of the servant (farrash) who cleaned the whole zawiyya and grounds were
explained in some detail; he was to receive 5 qurush as salary and another 5 qurush to
pay for the prayer mats. Three qurush were alloted to buy oil.

In considering the disbursements necessary to keep the zawiyya functioning, it appears
that the well and its sagiyya represented an unusual proportion of the wagf’'s
expenses. Thirty nisf fiddahs were to be spent for two small mugs (kuz) for the use of
drinkers.”> The driver of the sagiyya was to receive ten ardabbs of wheat two ardabbs of
which were alloted to pay for ropes. A carpenter who maintained the sagiyya was to receive
40 nisf fiddahs; another 40 nisf fiddahs were assigned to the potter (fakharani) who made
pots for the sagiyya.

A mason to maintain all the buildings of the wagqf was assigned 30 nisf fiddahs, while
ten ardabbs were assigned for the animals who drove the sagiyya. It was also stipulated
that the wagf should pay the going price for such items as ropes, wood or nails necessary
for repairs to the sagiyya and for the purchase of new animals should the working ones
become old or die.

The supervisor (nazir) was to receive 10 qurush annually for administering the wagyf.

CONCLUSION

These documents reveal that ‘Isa Agha assembled the properties he endowed in support
of his zawiyya over a lengthy period, for he acquired his first pieces of property between
1664-1669. He bought some properties in the 1670s, but was particularly active in adding
to his holdings in the period from 1686 to 1695. It would appear that this household of
Circassians was so deeply rooted in the society of Jirje that it was able to stand aside in the
tug of war between Mustafa Bey Kizlar and ‘Abd al-Rahman Bey over the governorship of
Jirje and to avoid the conflict between ‘Abd al-Rahman Bey and the Hawwara shaykhs that
broke out in the late 17th century and led to the sending of expeditions against the Hawwara.?*

Beginning with ‘Ali Bey, who governed Jirje for 21 years, this household seems to have
been content to remain in Upper Egypt, thereby avoiding the rough and tumble politics of
Cairo. With the help of his faction’s leader, the famous Ridwan Bey al-Faqari, ‘Ali Bey
successfully avoided an attempt in 1647 by the Ottoman governor Haidarzada Pasha to
replace him as the governor of Jirje.”> Instead, ‘Ali Bey and his patron killed the governor’s
candidate, Muhammad Bey al-Mukassih, and the amir Mamay.?® ‘Ali Bey and his successors

2 One was to be wooden, the other was to be a mug of pottery. 2 See al-Sawaylhi, Targjim Wagi‘at al-Sanajig, p. 57.
2 See Al-Damurdashi’s Chronicle of Egypt, p. 87-92.
25 See Ahmad Shalabi ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani, Awdah al-Isharat, p. 151-

52, 245

Anlsl 32 (1998), p. 239-247 Hamza ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz Badr, Daniel Crecelius
The waqgf of the Zawiyya of the amir ‘Isa Agha Cerkis. A Circassian Legacy in XVIIth Century Jirje.
© IFAO 2025 Anlsl en ligne https://www.ifao.egnet.net


http://www.tcpdf.org

246

2

S

HAMZA ‘ABD AL-‘AZIZ BADR, DANIEL CRECELIUS

and retainers, men such as ‘Isa Agha, established their principal residences in Jirje and built
their patrimonies in that region over a period of decades. With few exceptions, the names
of these Jirje grandees do not appear in the chronicles of the beys and regimental officers
composed in Cairo.”” The members of this household lived out their careers in the Sa‘id
and seemed to have no ambition to seek greater fortune in Cairo.

These documents also reveal the close economic, political and social relationships among
the members of the household. ‘Isa Agha secured the right to build the house (item 4) on
land belonging to the wagf of ‘Ali Bey from his successor as supervisor, the amir Ahmad,
who must have been part of the ‘Alawi household. He bought a hawsh (item 8) adjoining
the residence of Murad ‘Azaban, another of the retainers of the deceased ‘Ali Bey. From
the estate of the deceased Muhammad Bey, he purchased yet another hawsh (item 9). From
the estate of Ahmad Qa’immagam, one of ‘Ali Bey’s sons, he purchased a shop
(item 11). He also included his share of a sugar press near his zawiyya which he purchased
in partnership with the amir Musa Bey, who was the governor of Jirje from 1676-1679 and
again from 1682-1684. He also purchased a garden (item 19) in partnership with Muhammad
Celebi, the son of Musa Bey, from Musa Bey himself. These transactions demonstrate that
the members of the household were frequently engaged in commercial activities
together. They purchased from each other 2%, went into partnership with each other, and,
as we shall see, made every effort to build their residences and shops next to each other
and to locate their agricultural lands adjacent to the plots of household members.

What is striking about the location of ‘Isa Agha’s purchases is his clear intent to locate
his agricultural holdings, that is, his rizga lands (see the 20 3/4 faddans added in 1689)
adjacent to the rizga lands of ‘Ali Bey. He also concentrated his purchases in the area of
his zawiyya and sugar press, adding in particular the open areas surrounding both structures
so that he was eventually able to unite a continuous parcel of land that included both
buildings. This area, too, was adjacent to land belonging to the wagf of ‘Ali Bey.

His holdings and new purchases on Shari‘ al-Tafanisa reveal a clear attempt to purchase
as much of both sides of an entire block as possible, for this was the place of his own
residence and the separate residences of his two sons across the street. It was quite common
for Mamluks and even Ottoman officials to group their residences as close together as
possible, mainly for defensive purposes. If a household could occupy an entire group of
connected houses on a (perhaps dead end) street, it could put up a better defense when

In al-Sawaylhi’s history of the struggle between the Faqari and merits mention in the Cairo-centered histories when he intrudes
Qasimi amirs in 1659-1660 the focus, as usual, is on events into the politics of the capital. The sources remain entirely
in Cairo and the Delta. ‘Ali Bey, who died in 1653, gets only silent on his activities, and constructions, in Jirje.

a brief mention (p. 57). The later histories by Ibn ‘Abd al- % Some of ‘sa Agha’s purchases from the bayt al-mal were made
Ghani and al-Damurdashi do not refer to the Jirje based while members of the household held the position Hakim
Circassian household in recounting the struggle among Mustafa Jirje.  Certainly, this domination of the affairs of Jirje by the
Bey Kizlar, ‘Abd al-Rahman Bey and the Hawwara chiefs for leading members of their household facilitated the financial
control of the Sa‘id. Moreover, Muhammad Bey Cerkes only dealings of other members of the group.
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under attack, could fashion an easier retreat if necessary, and was more secure in its daily
comings and going, protected by the fact that its members controlled that particular district.

Many of ‘Isa Agha’s buildings, including his own residence, shops, even his zawiyya
and sugar press, were next to, or even on, properties belonging to the wagf of ‘Ali Bey or
other household members. Finally, ‘Isa Agha’s purchases demonstrate that there were
numerous empty plots of land around Jirje in the last decades of the seventeenth century
and that the area on the west side of Jirje where he built his zawiyya was far less developed
than the districts along the river.

‘Isa Agha, though seemingly an undistinguished member of the Circassian household of
‘Ali Bey, was active, both commercially and socially, in the society of Jirje. He added a
modest structure to the religious endowment of this town and was active in its economic
life. His wagfiyya therefore sheds some light on the activities of a Mamluk household in
Jirje in the second half of the seventeenth century and offers numerous references to buildings
and open plots of land scattered throughout the city. Many of the streets mentioned in
‘Isa Agha’s wagfiyya, such as Darb al-Tafanisa, al-Dabbaghin, and Sayin al-Din, still exist
and continue to carry these names.
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