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Credit for the preservation of the wagf of the Mamluk Sultans and Emirs belongs to
Sultan Sélim I.

Egypt was conquered by Sultan Sélim in 923/1517. His son, Sultan Sulayman,
succeeded him and promulgated the Qanunname of Egypt in 931/1525. This law specified
the ways of dealing with the earlier wagf buildings of the Mamluks, which remained in
existence and which continued to impart profit up to that time; it also granted freedom of
assessment to the competent judge with regard to the leasing, repair and authorization to
develop these wagf buildings.!

It is, moreover, fortunate that another important manuscript, that of Husayn Effendi
al-Riiznamgi, has survived, as it provides the answer to questions posed by scholars of the
French expedition concerning economic aspects of the wagf:2 it clarifies many abstruse
matters concerning the documentary dealings of the wagqf of the Ottoman age, and their
origins in the Mamluk age.

This study will deal with a wikala of importance during both the Mamluk and Ottoman
ages. Four documents in our possession trace its evolution through these two periods: a
wagf document of Sultin al-Mu’ayyid Sayh al-Mahmiidi (9th/15th century), a wagf of
Emir Du-l-Figar Kathuda and Emir Muhammad Kathuda (11th/17th century), and two

Turkish Art on 1-10-1987 in Mulahhasar al-buhig,
Cairo, 1987, p. 48; Muhammad Husam al-Din
Isma‘il, “Arba‘ buyiit mamlikiyya min al-wata’iq
al-‘utmaniyya”, Anlsl 24, IFAO, Cairo, 1988,

1. Qanun nameh Misr, translation, introduction
and commentaries by Dr. Ahmed Fu’ad Metwalli,
Cairo, 1986, p. 7-9, p. 10 (n. 1), p. 90-91; Muham-
mad Husam al-Din Isma‘il ‘Abd al-Fattah, Mintaqat

al-darb al-ahmar, Study of the third sector of South
Cairo, archeological and documentary study,
unpublished Master’s thesis, Faculty of Arts, Sohag,
Assyut University, 1986, p. 309, 330; Muhammad
Husam al-Din Isma‘il, “Ahammiyyat al-waqfiyyat al-
‘wtmaniyya li-dirasat al-atdr al-mamliukiyya”, Re-
search presented at the eighth world conference for

p. 50-52.

2. Husayn Effendi al-Riiznamgi, “Tartib al-diyar
al-migriyya fi ‘ahd al-dawla al-‘utmaniyya”, Mu-
hammad §aﬁq Gurbal ed., in: Misr ‘inda muftaraq
al-turug, 1798-1800, Annals of the Faculty of Arts,
Fu’ad University, Cairo, vol. 4, part 1, 1936.
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wagf of Emir ‘Ali "Uda Paga Ras (12th/18th century). With the help of these documents it
is possible to trace the history of the wikala throughout the Mamluk and Ottoman periods,
despite the fact that nothing is mentioned about this building in the more conventional
historical sources preserved for us to this day.

The wikala is located at the end of aI—Gaméliyya street and Bab al-Nasr street, at the
junction with Habs al-Rahba street and Tambuksiya street (9 St. 19 & 19). It is known
today as wikalat *Uda Pasha, or wikdlat al-Homs.
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