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Hamza ‘ABD AL-‘AZIZ BADR
Daniel CRECELIUS

THE AWQAF OF AL-HAJJ BASHIR AGHA
IN CAIRO*

By the time they were chosen for positions on the grand diwan in Istanbul Ottoman
officials had served many years in various positions in different provinces of the
empire, acquiring valuable experience in their particular specializations and gaining
extensive practical knowledge about the administration of many of the empire’s most
important provinces.! So it was with the chief black eunuch, known as the kizlar
agha, or agha aghat dar al-sa‘adah.

Because of the important functions he performed within the imperial palace and his
access to the sultan himself, the chief black eunuch eventually assumed an influence
within the palace government second only to that of the grand wazir. The sultan
himself robed the kizlar agha on appointment to his position and assigned him the
administration of the great public awgaf for which the sultan himself was ultimately
responsible. He originally shared in administering the awgaf of the two holy shrines
in Mecca and Medina (al-haramayn) with the shaykh al-Islam and the grand wazir,
but by the eighteenth century became responsible for as many as 500 mosques and of
all the awqaf of the haramayn spread throughout the empire. 2 After 1593 the kizlar
agha became responsible for the administration of the great public awgaf of the
Mamluk and Ottoman sultans in Egypt and appointed a supervisor (nazir) for each of
these individual awgaf. After 1670-1671, however, the mamluk amirs were able to ac-
quire the supervision of many of these great awgqaf. ®

* The historical aspects of the article were stu-
died by Dr. Daniel Crecelius. The aspects rela-
ted to archaeological facts, architecture and art
history were studied by Dr. Hamza Abdel Aziz.
This study was undertaken while Dr. Crecelius
was in Cairo during the 1991-1992 academic
year under the auspices of an NEH/Fulbright
grant. The views expressed here are those of
the authors, not of the granting agencies. The
authors would also like to express their thanks
to Dr. Ekmeliddin Thsanoghlu, Director of
IRCICA in Istanbul, and Dr. Jane Hathaway
of the Ohio State University for making available

to them several Turkish sources which helped
identify the majority of the Bashir Aghas who
served in Cairo and endowed property there.

1. On the organization of the Ottoman govern-
ment, see H.A.R. Gibb and Harold Bowen,
Islamic Society and the West (Oxford: 1957),
volume I, part I, 39-199.

2. Ibid., vol. I, part II, 170 sq.

3. Stanford J. Shaw, The Financial and Ad-
ministrative  Organization and  Development
of Ottoman Egypt, 1517-1798 (Princeton : 1962),
269 sq.
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A particularly close connection existed between the dar al-sa’adah eunuchs and Egypt,
the country through which most of them had been introduced into the empire from
their origins in Africa south of the Sahara.® Having served within the imperial palace
for some years, during which time they learned the principles of their new religion and
the Turkish language, the best would be selected for advancement. These would serve
in subsidiary posts within the palace (see below), and then were sent on postings to
various provinces of the empire which would take them to both Cairo and Medina
before being recalled to assume some of the highest positions, such as kizlar agha,
within the palace hierarchy. A number of aghas of the imperial capital received sti-
pends from the budget of Egypt, which explains why aghas were frequently exiled there,
or why many retired in Cairo, where they formed a recognizable interest group.®
Many lived in the up-scale quarter of Qusun situated on the shore of Birkat al-Fil.
One of the streets of this district was even known as Darb al-Aghawat (Street of the
Aghas) because of the number of aghas who lived there. These aghas also developed
close relations with the ruling mamluk factions. One of the kizlar aghas known as
Bashir, for instance, had three mamluks, Salim Agha, ‘Uthman, and Ahmad, all
brothers of Isma‘il al-Saghir al-Ghazzawi. When Isma‘il became an amir in Egypt
Bashir Agha freed them and permitted them to travel from Istanbul to join their brother
in Cairo. %

Cairo was enriched significantly by the large number of monumental constructions
erected by these dar al-sa’adah aghas.” Houses, mausoleums and mosques are associ-
ated with their names in Cairo, but the most popular type of construction undertaken
by these aghas was the sabil-kuttab, numerous examples of which still exist. 8

Egypt was one of the most important provinces to which an agha could be sent to
advance his career, for his responsibilities there were extensive. He was appointed
supervisor of the awqaf (pious endowments) of the haramayn al-sharifayn, and from
1128/1716 the awqaf al-salatin in Cairo were also assigned to him. He also acquired
supervision of awgaf for which the sultans were originally responsible. The chief among
the aghas in Cairo therefore had extensive responsibilities and supervised a sizeable
budget. This permitted him to play an important political role in the politics of Cairo;

4. On this trade which brought black African Misr min al-Wuzara’ wa al-Bashawat, edited by

slaves to the Ottoman Empire see Terence Walz,
Trade Between Egypt and Bilad al-Sudan, 1700-
1820 (Cairo : 1978),. and Ehud Toledano, The
Ottoman Slave Trade and its Suppression : 1840-
1891 (Princeton : 1982).

5. On 1 Sha‘ban, 1133/28 May, 1721 a ship
arrived in Alexandria harbor from Istanbul
bringing the judges for Mecca and Medina and
three black aghas who were exiled to Egypt. See
the contemporary historian Ahmad Shalabi ibn
‘Abd al-Ghani, Awdah al-Isharat fi man tawalla
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*Abd al-Rahim ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd al-Rahim
(Cairo : 1974), 318.

6. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Hasan al-Jabarti,
Aja’ib al-Athar fi al-Tarajim wa al-Akhbar (Beirut :
no date), vol. I, 515.

7. See Hamza ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Badr and Daniel
Crecelius, « The Wagfs of Shahin Ahmad Agha »,
Annales islamologiques 26 (1992), 79-115.

8. Ibid. See also André Raymond, « Les fon-
taines publiques (sabil) du Caire (1517-1798)»,
Annales islamologiques 15 (1979), 235-291.
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frequently he mediated disputes between the governor and the mamluk beys. A corps
of other aghas served under the leading agha of Cairo.

The career of Bashir Agha, the donor of the awgaf described below, followed closely
the outline of a kizlar agha’s advancement noted above. This kizlar agha, known as
al-Hajj Bashir Agha in the Turkish sources to differentiate him from a number of
other Bashir Aghas of roughly the same period (see below), was introduced to Istanbul
at a young age and raised in the service of Yapraksiz “Ali Agha, who served as kizlar
agha from 1106-1112/1694-1700. Bashir rose within the ranks of the young aghas to
become a musahib, one of a small group of * gentlemen in waiting > who stood guard
in front of the room of the sultan and conveyed the orders of the sultan to the
inhabitants of the harim, to the kizlar agha, or to the members of the grand diwan. ®
In 1707 Bashir Agha became treasurer (khazindar) of the harim, 1° but in 1713 he was
exiled to Cyprus and then Egypt with the disgraced Uzun Sulayman Agha who had
served as aghat dar al-sa’adah from 1704-1713. Bashir Agha must have known his
destination was Cairo, for he had a wakil, Hasan Agha, acquire for him a residence
(makan) in the Aq Sunqur district overlooking Birkat al-Fil next to the residence of

Sulayman Agha. 11

9. In the days of Sulayman the Magnificent
a bash musahib directed a group of 7-10 musahibs
who served the sultan in this capacity. See Mustafa
Cetin Varlik, « Ottoman Institutions of the XVI
Century and Sultan Siileyman the Magnificent, »
The Historical Research Foundation, The Ottoman
Empire in the Reign of Sileyman the Magnificent
(Istanbul, 1988), 33. See also Gibb and Bowen,
Islamic Society and the West, part 1, 330-331.

10. The khazindar ranked as the kizlar agha’s
lieutenant and was immediately above the bash
musahib, or chief of the musahibs. See Gibb and
Bowen, Islamic Society and the West, part 1, 331.

11. This wagqf document was recorded in
Mahkamat Qusun, Sijill 288, item 1017, p. 375,
on 28 Safar, 1125/26 March, 1713 (Shari‘ah
Court Archives, hereafter SCA). In this document
Bashir Agha is identified as the former khazindar
dar al-sa‘ada; his wakil is the amir Hasan Agha,
one of the a‘yan (grandees) of the Jawishiyyah.
The document notes that the residence Bashir
Agha endowed had in succession been the residence
of Khidr Basha, then of the deceased Wali
Afandi, the former muhasibji (accountant) in
the diwan, then of the deceased Yusuf ibn
Muhammad Corbaji Mustahfazan, and finally
of al-Qiprusli. It consisted of a hawsh, a stable,

It was the first of his acquisitions around this location.

three shops which belonged to the wagf of Sultan
al-Ghawri, storerooms, corridors, reception areas,
riwags, and residential units (both upper and
lower). The southern border of this property
ended at the Birkat al-Fil; its northern border
ended at the main street; its eastern border ended
at the makan of Khidr Basha, which later be-
longed to Sulayman Agha dar al-sa‘adah, then
to ‘Abd al-Halim Agha dar al-sa‘adah; its eastern
border ended at the makan of Yusuf Afandi
ibn Kiiciik Afandi. The supervision of this wagf
was claimed by Bashir Agha during his lifetime,
then was to be claimed by the eldest of his freed
slaves. When they all perished the income of
the waqf was to be assigned to the haramayn.
It should also be noted that the residence has
an affiliation just before it was acquired for
Bashir Agha with an unnamed Qiprusli (the
Cypriot) and that it is next to a residence owned
by Sulayman Agha, who is probably the same
agha with whom Bashir Agha was sent abroad.
This residence survived longer than the properties
in Old Cairo, for a notation on a page appended
to the waqfiyyah remarks that on 20 Safar 1295/23
February, 1878 the government adjusted the rents
of the residence and three shops in Aq Sunqur
to 52 piastres and 15 millemes. The sabil-kuttab
and sahrij paid 9 piastres and 10 millemes.
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During his brief residence in Cairo Bashir Agha served as kizlar agha and nazir of
the awqaf al-haramayn, important imperial positions which gave him significant influ-
ence in BEgyptian pelitical circles as well as access to imperial revenues which we find
endowed in his waqf. From Cairo Bashir Agha was sent to Medina where he served
as supervisor of the haram of the Prophet (shaykh al-haram al-nabawi). At the end of
Dhu al-Qa‘dah, 1128 / end of November, 1716 an agha arrived in Cairo from Istanbul
with a firman announcing the appointment of Bashir Agha as kizlar agha of the empire.
This messenger continued to Mecca where he informed Bashir Agha of his new appoint-
ment. After completing his pilgrimage, Bashir Agha returned to Cairo, where he rested
for 60 days before leaving for Istanbul at the beginning of Jumad I, 1129/13 April,
1717.12 It was during this stay in Cairo that he created a wagf of his residence.

On 15 Safar, 1129/29 January, 1717 Hasan Agha, from the seventh watch (nawbat)
of the Jawishan, acting as the wakil for Bashir Agha, created a wagqf for his master. '
This waqf endows the residence overlooking Birkat al-Fil in Khatt Aq Sunqur which
had been the former residence of Khidr Basha, of Wali Afandi the muhasibji in the
diwan, of the deceased Yusuf ibn Muhammad Corbaji, and finally of al-Qiprusli, which
he had acquired in 1125/1713. To this he added 80 ‘uthmani ‘ulafahs from the jawali
daftar which he obtained through a tazkirah dated 11 Safar, 1129/25 January, 1717,
and the utlaq of 30 faddans.

He stipulated that the income from this wagf was to be spent to fill the cistern which
he intended to construct; 420 nisf fiddahs annually were to be given to the muzammalati
and 1800 nisf fiddahs were to be given to 10 orphans in the kuttab which he intended
to construct. He assigned 3600 nisf fiddahs annually for bread for the orphans, 1000
nisf fiddahs for clothes for the 10 orphans and their fagih and “arif, and 1200 nisf fiddahs
for five Qur’an reciters, The servant for the rab® was to receive 120 nisf fiddahs, the
librarian in the Turkish riwag in al-Azhar was to receive 180 nisf fiddahs, the nazir
asli was to receive 360 nisf fiddahs, and the nazir hisbi was to receive 120 nisf fiddahs.
Any remainder was to be distributed to his freed slaves. He stipulated that the nazir
al-asli'* was to be Rugiyyah Khatun, then after her death the super vision would
go to the eldest of the beneficiaries of the wagf.

As kizlar agha of the empire Bashir Agha wielded enormous influence, not just in
Istanbul, but in Egypt as well, where he played a continuing role in the internecine
struggles among the mamluk factions. In Rajab, 1134 / April, 1722 Bashir Agha suc-
cessfully obtained an ammesty from the sultan for Isma‘il Bey, the amir al-hajj, who

12. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 2.89. 14. The nazir al-asli, who was the donor

13. This wagqfiyyah of 12 pages is preserved himself during his lifetime, held ultimate autho-
as Document No. 2697 in the dafrarkhanah of rity for the waqf, but frequently assigned the
the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo. It was recorded legal management of the wagf to a nazir hisbi.
in the court of Qusun. In it, Bashir Agha is See Muhammad Amin, Al-Awqaf wa al-Hayat
referred to as former khazindar shehriyari and al-Ijtima‘iyyah, 108; Muhammad ‘Afifi, Al-Awgaf
shaykh al-haram al-nabawi. wa al-Hayat al-Igtisadiyyah, 86.
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gratefully paid 1000 purses (each purse was valued at 25,000 nisf fiddahs) for supplies
for the sultan’s kitchen.'® When Muhammad Bey Cerkes was forced to flee Egypt he
approached Bashir Agha and the grand wazir in June, 1722 to intercede for him at
the court and promised to give both of them the equal amount of 200 purses for their
intercession. ' When “Uthman Katkhuda and Ahmad Katkhuda amin al-bahrayn fled
to Istanbul from Cairo the chief black eunuch interceded with the sultan to let them
stay in Istanbul. They were appointed sirdars in Sha‘ban, 1136 / May, 1724. That
same mounth Bashir Agha ordered the grand wazir to bring Mustafa Corbaji from
his exile. 7 The contemporary Egyptian historian Ahmad Shalabi also notes that when
Muhammad Bay Cerkes was rehabilitated by the sultan he sent 80,000 zangirlis to the
government and 10,000 each to the grand wazir and Bashir Agha Kizlar on 19 Jumad I,
1138/23 January, 1726. 18

In a period where tenures in office were often short, ending in execution and the
seizure of one’s personal property, Bashir Agha successfully survived the vicissitudes
of palace politics for an unusually long period, serving as kizlar agha of the imperial
palace for 13 years under sultan Ahmad I and for 16 years under Mahmud I, until
his death on June 3, 1746.1° He was buried in a tfurbah in the great cemetery in Eyiip
at the end of the Golden Horn in Istanbul. Bashir Agha endowed numerous religious
edifices throughout the empire during his long service to the sultans. Among these
constructions were a mosque, kuttab, madrasah, library, takiyyah, a sabil and a kulliyah
near the Bab al-"Ali, a school for the study of fadith, a library and a fountain in Eyiip;
a masjid within Topkapi Saray, a variety of constructions around Istanbul, including
fountains in Emir Imam and Sariyer, a madrasah and library in Medina, a madrasah
and library is Zistova, and a library for the Imam A‘zam mosque. He also made a
waqf in Baghdad of a quantity of books.?2® Cairo also benefitted from his endow-
ments.

On 8 Rajab, 1132/16 May, 1720, Bashir Agha created the large endowment whose
waq fiyyah has not yet been located in the Cairo records; the original may exist in
Istanbul since this wagf was made while Bashir Agha was kizlar agha in the imperial
palace. Discussed below is the extensive addition to this wagf made by his wakil
Muhammad Agha ibn al-marhum “Abd al-Fattah, one of the grandees (a‘yan) of the
Mustahfazan, on 8§ Ramadan, 1142/27 March, 1730. This addition, made while Bashir

15. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 344. an agha arrived in Cairo from Istanbul carrying
16. 1bid., 345 sq. a firman that ordered the seizure of the money
17. Ibid., 411. and property of the two eunuchs Nazir Agha
18. Ibid., 468. and Isma‘il Agha, who were imprisoned in the

19. Ahmad Shalabi gives several examples of Janissary barracks in the citadel. See Awdah
the sudden turn of fortune an official’s life al-Isharat, 182, 192.
might take. On 15 Sha‘ban, 1099/15 June, 1688, 20. Islam Ansiklopedisi, fac. 41, 555. On his
for instance, the property of Yusuf Agha Kizlar kulliyah in al-Bab al-‘Ali, see Bati Trakya’nin
was seized, and in Rajab, 1106/February, 1694 Sesi, vol. 1, no. 1 (1987), 4.
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Agha served as kizlar agha in Istanbul, lists some of the property which Bashir Agha
endowed in the missing wagqfiyyah. *!

The waqf reported here (8 Ramadan, 1142/27 March, 1730) is a lengthy one, some-
what complicated by endowments of questionable validity, by a scattering of properties
in various locations, by a large list of beneficiaries in Egypt and Medina, two provinces
where Bashir Agha served before becoming chief black eunuch of the empire, and by
the inclusion of stipends from several different accounts from the Ottoman budget of
Egypt. It is a bound volume of 74 pages containing 13 lines per page. It is clear
from the large sums assigned for inhabitants of Medina that Bashir Agha intermingled
the revenues from his own waqf with those from the awgaf of the haramayn. The
waqfiyyah stated, for instance, that he assigned 317 sikkah hasanah (each sikkah = 85
nisf fiddahs) from the imperial register. The properties included in the wagqf under
discussion are located in two areas of Cairo.

The properties in Khatt Qantarat Aq Sunqur.

The first group of properties is centered around his sabil-kuttab in Khatt Qantarat
Aq Sunqur to the southwest of Bab Zuwaylah and al-Kharq and includes the
following incomes from various urban properties, agricultural districts and imperial
budgets.

1. The rent of a makan outside Bab Zuwaylah and al-Kharq in Khatt Qantarat Aq
Sunqur overlooking Birkat al-Fil. The document states that it had been successively
the residence of the deceased Khidr Basha, of Sayyid al-Sharif Wali Afandi, of the
amir Yusuf ibn al-marhum Muhammad Corbaji Mustahfazan, and finally of al-Qiprusli.
The late 18th century historian al-Jabarti notes that the French scavenged wood and
metals from the houses around Birkat al-Fil for their own constructions and that they
ruined the houses of the amirs constructed in this area. ®

2. Sixty-eight “uthmani ‘ulufahs ** from the register of the Bolik al-Jawali. %

21. This document is # 2697 in the daftarkhanah
of the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo. The ministry
also has four other documents relating to the
isqat of shops from the wagf. These are # 2431
(1146/1733-1734), #2432 (1158/1745-1746), # 2433
(1159/1746-1747), and # 2434 (1159/1746-1747).
This last creates a wagf of a wikalah and other
properties in Zifta Gawad.

22. See al-Jabarti, ‘Aja’ib al-Athar, vol. 1I,
434.

23. The ‘ulufah ‘uthmani was the cash wage
paid to the men of the active Ottoman military

al-Hajj Bashir Agha in Cairo.
Anlsl en ligne

corps every 3 months. See Stanford J. Shaw, The
Budget of Ottoman Egypt, 1005-1006/1596-1597
(The Hague-Paris, 1968), 10; Layla “Abd al-Latif
Ahmad, al-Idarah fi Misr fi al-‘Asr al-Uthmani
(Cairo : 1978), 450.

24. The jawali, or wanderers, were those who
claimed pensions from the jizyah taxes collected
from the non-Muslim population (al-dhimmiyyah)
of the Ottoman Empire. In time these included
retirees from the Ottoman corps, ‘ulama’, widows,
orphans and others. See Shaw, Organization,
151.
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3. Fifty-one faddans and 17 girats 25 of utlagq %6 endowed previously for the sagiyyah
and sabil next to Bashir Agha’s house. This utlag was now to come from Taj al-Dawlah

district in Ghizah. %

al-Gamamiz, bears the name of Bashir Agha and the date 1131/1718-1719.

The foundation stone of this sabil, which still exists in Darb

Inside the

sabil is an inscription around the ceiling bearing the Swurat al-Fath (verse 48 of the

Qur’an) and the date of 1131.28

4. Fifteen girats of land in Kum al-Ahmar,? Ghayrat al-Qahwaqiyyah,3® and

Marqus, 3' in Buhayrah province.

5. Ten ‘ataminah * ‘ulufahs from the daftar jawali and mutaqa’idin. 3

6. Ten jirayah?® of wheat (gamh hintah) from the daftar of the mashayikh

(al-haramayn ?), 3% taken from the imperial granary in Cairo.

This is endowed for the

employees of his sabil-kuttab in Khatt Qantarat Aq Sunqur beside his residence.

25. For legal purposes each piece of property,
whether agricultural land, urban property, and
movable items such as ships, was divided into
24 equal units called girats. An owner could sell
or endow any portion of these 24 units.

26. Utlag was land whose yield was for the
horses of the governor and mamluk amirs. In
the eighteenth century multazims usurped these
lands for themselves in exchange for a sum
which they paid to the governor. See ‘Abd
al-Rahim ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd al-Rahim, al-Rif
al-Misri fi al-Qarn al-Thamin ‘Ashar (Cairo :
1974), 70.

27. This is one of the questionable items that
Bashir Agha included in his wagf. It had become
common practice, however, for donors to include
stipends or other revenues assigned to holders
of tazkirahs in their awgqaf.

28. This fountain is cited by Raymond, « Les
fontaines publiques », Annales islamologiques 15
(1979), 265.

29. Koém al-Ahmar, in markaz Shubrakhit, is
now known as Kafr al-Difrawi. See Muhammad
Ramzi, al-Qamus al-Jughrafi li al-Bilad al-
Misriyyah min ‘Ahd al-Qudama’ al-Misriyyin ila
1945 (Cairo : 1954-1955), vol. 1II, part II, 308.
On the margin of page five of Bashir Agha’s
wagqfiyyah is a notation from 1307/1889 stating
that the total area of this land in the three
villages was 276 14 faddans plus 1/3 girat.

30. Qahwagiyyah is also in Shubrakhit.
vol, II, part II, 305.

Ibid.,

31. Marqus is yet another village in Shubrakhit.
Ibid., vol. 11, part II, 310. On page 5 of Bashir
Agha’s wagqfiyyah is a notation stating that on
7 Safar, 1307/3 October, 1889 a plot totalling
one faddan, 19 girats and 4 sahms was taken
by the government to enlarge the canal of Mit
Salamah. On 30 September, 1902 the government
took 5 girats for enlarging the canal of Nahiyat
al-Manashilah in Shubrakhit.

32. AlJabarti, “Aja’ib al-Athar, vol. 1, 56, says
that the ‘ataminah is the Ottoman akge. One
nisf fiddah equalled 3 ‘ataminah in Istanbul and
2.5 ‘ataminah in Egypt.

33. This register recorded pensions for the wan-
derers and retirees paid from taxes collected from
the dhimmis. See Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad,
al-Idarah, 444.

34. Rations were assigned by the Imperial
Granary to holders of tickets obtained from
the treasury. Rations were distributed in kind
to people and their animals. Jirayah, given to
people, was equivalent to one ardabb of wheat
or an equivalent grain, while ‘alig, given for
animals, was equivalent to an ardabb of barley
or an equivalent grain. See Shaw, Organization,
220-224.

35. Large amounts of grains and other pro-
visions were assigned annually for the inhabitants
of the haramayn. It became common practice
in the eighteenth century for mamluks and
Ottoman officials to endow stipends from these
budgets.

21
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7. Eighteen girats in the wikalah in Suq al-Sagha which was on the left side as one
heads towards Bayn al-Qasrayn, facing the “Atfat Khan al-Khalili and Suq al-Kutubiyyin.
This wikalah included storerooms and upper rooms and a zawiyyah.

The properties in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old Cairo.

A second group of constructions centered on the Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old Cairo.
These, none of which exist any longer, included :

8. An olive press (mu‘assarah) in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas next to the Jami® al-Hassanat. 7
It included three grinding stones and a mill for grinding seeds, equipment, two store-
rooms, a stall for the animals, and three riwags above the muslassarah.

9. A hawsh 3 inside the Harah al-Jadidah in Old Cairo consisting of 27 ga‘ahs, *
each of which had a small room used as accommodation for peasants. The courtyard
also had a well.

10. A bathhouse (hammam) next to Jami® al-Hassanat in Old Cairo.

11. A tenement (rab°), consisting of four apartments, next to the bathhouse in Old
Cairo. On the ground floor of the tenement were six shops. -

12. A mill with a double stone and double bases. It included two storage rooms
for grain and a stall for the animals, as well as a waterwheel (saqiyyah) without its
essential equipment.

13. A mill, but not its equipment, which was located under the above-mentioned

tenement. Its doorway was in the middle of the six shops.

14. A small house next to an oven and garden in Old Cairo.
15. The non-working oven next to the garden and the small house.

16. The garden in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old Cairo which included different kinds
of palm trees, two waterwheels mounted with wooden wheels, and another sagiyyah
without a wheel connected to the Nile.% It had around it two small rooms

38. A hawsh is usually defined as a courtyard,
but this document states clearly that the term
applied also to the ground floor apartments

36. In this case a zawiyyah was a small building
set aside for prayers inside the hawsh of the
wikalah. See Muhammad Amin and Layla

Ibrahim, al-Mustalahat al-Mi‘mariyyah (Cairo :
1990), 59.

37. This appears to be another name for the
mosque built by Bashir Agha, for the boundaries
of this mosque which adjoins the wikalah and
public hammam are the same as those describing
the boundaries of the mosque of Bashir Agha
in relation to the wikalah and hammam below.

surrounding the courtyard.

39. A ga‘ah was a room consisting of 2 or
4 iwans and a durr ga'ah. See Amin and Ibrahim,
al-Mustalahat al-Mi‘mariyyah, 87.

40. On page 11 of Bashir Agha’s wagqfiyyah
is a notation that this garden and its saqiyyah
were acquired by the government on 11 Dhu
al-Qa‘dah, 1324/27 December, 1906.

Anlsl 27 (1994), p. 291-308 Hamza ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz Badr, Daniel Crecelius
The awgaf of al-Hajj Bashir Agha in Cairo.

© IFAO 2026 https://www.ifao.egnet.net

Anlsl en ligne


http://www.tcpdf.org

THE AWQAF OF AL-HAJJ BASHIR AGHA IN CAIRO 299

(qasrayn), "1 one above the doorway to the garden and the other above the ga'ah
which included a water fountain ( fisqgiyyah), and another ga’ah on the ground floor.

17. Two ruined makans next to each other north of the garden in Old Cairo.
18. A non-functioning plaster kiln (jabbasah).
19. A granary next to the plaster kiln.

20. A press (sirjah) in Old Cairo for making sesame seed oil, along with its equip-
ment,

21. The long term rent of the entire gasr known as the residence of the deceased
amir Yusuf al-Corbaji, its original donor.

22. The rooms known now as the tenement (rab®) and the ground floor storerooms
in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old Cairo along the bank of the Nile. These structures
were erected on land rented from the: waqf of the Bimaristan al-Mansuri and were
originally ga‘ahs for accommodating peasants.

23. The wikalah next to the large makan which was the residence of the deceased
Bahram Corbaji and which was also next to the two makans included in this wagqf.
It had eight storerooms as well as other rooms. Above the entrance of this wikalah
was a kiosk which was called a gasr in Ottoman documents. It consisted of two
iwans, % a durr gqa’ah*® and four sidallahs ** overlooking the Nile.

24. A piece of vacant land in front of the wikalah.

The waqfiyyah states that these properties in Old Cairo were all part of the wagf of
the amir Yusuf Corbaji, but were rented by Bashir Agha for 68 years and 3 months,
starting from 8 Shawwal, 1140/18 May, 1728, and then included in his wagf. Bashir
Agha paid for the first year and agreed to pay 250 nisf fiddahs annually thereafter to
the wagf of the amir Yusuf Corbaji.

" 41. A gasr is a part of a house, often in the
front part of the facade. Some documents,
such as the present one, call it a kiosk, or kishk.

42. Iwan is a Persian word meaning upper
hall, or summer chamber, with an open front.
It describes the iwans of either schools or resi-
dences. See ‘Abd al-Rahman Zaki, Mawsu'at
Madinat al-Qahirah (Cairo : 1987), 18.

43, The durr ga‘ah is that part of the floor
between the doorway and the opposite wall.
It is usually 4-5 inches lower than the rest of
the room.

44, Sidallahs are the raised areas found around
the sides of a room divided by a durr ga‘ah.
Sidallahs are usually backed by a window. Larger
sidallahs are called iwans. Sce Edward Lane,

The Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians
(London : 1860), 11-13.

45, A page appended to the end of Bashir
Agha’s waqfivyah contains the following infor-
mation for the year 1301/1882-1884 relating to
the properties in Old Cairo. The hawsh, empty
land and the gasr were to pay 75 piastres rent.
The granary, whose total area was 2213 square
meters and 29 centimeters, was to pay 25 piastres
and 27 millemes. An empty plot with two
hovels, whose size was 2045 square meters and
20 centimeters, was to pay 20 piastres and 20
millemes. An empty area of 550 square meters
was to pay 11 piastres. The wagf was to pay
134 piastres and 7 millemes to the waqf of Yusuf
Corbaji and 61 piastres and 25 millemes to the
waq f of ‘Aisha Khatun and others.
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The stipulations for this addition are the same as those included in his three earlier
wagq fiyyahs which were issued from the court of Jami® al-Qusun on 15 Safar, 1129/29
January, 1717 and 8 Rajab, 1132/16 May, 1720 and from al-Diwan al-*Ali on 8 Shawwal,
1140/18 May, 1728. His wakil, Muhammad Agha ibn ‘Abd al-Fattah, one of the
grandees (ayan) of the Mustahfazan regiment, added the following properties to his
existing waqf.

25. A mosque (masjid) constructed for Bashir Agha in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old
Cairo. The main facade of this small mosque, which no longer exists, was the western
one. This highly decorated mosque, known as the mosque of Bashir Agha, had only
one iwan. Two marble columns supported three arches under its roof. It had a
minbar and a minaret which meant that it could hold the important Friday prayer. %6
The expenses for this mosque reported below indicate that it was a mid-size structure.

26. A makan consisting of a muzammalah* with an iron window through which
water was offered to passers-by. Next to it was a trough for supplying water to animals.
These faced the mosque. The muzammalah had a door leading to a toilet and a
coffee shop overlooking Rawdah Island and the Nilometer. A second door led to a
garden containing grapevines, a lemon tree, a mulberry tree, an olive tree, a citrus tree,
lotus fruit, a China tree, and a fountain. The garden also contained a well mounted
by a sagiyyah. The garden was enclosed by a facade of three stories overlooking the
Nile. This structure had two rooms, a large ga‘ah, a hammam, and a kitchen. A
corridor inside the facade led to the wikalah. The garden also had a stable and the
furnace for the hammam. The well that supplied the toilet and the fountain of the
mosque with water was inside the wikalah.

Stipulations.
Bashir Agha’s wagfiyyah contained the following stipulations.

1. The small mosque would be available for the five daily prayers, the important
Friday service, and for the two Muslim feast days (‘Id al-Fitr and “Id Adhhah).

46. Jabarti says there was in that area a small
mosque for fishermen, but this does not neces-
sarily refer to Bashir Agha’s mosque. Carsten
Niebuhr, Riklat ila Misr, 1761-1762 (Cairo : 1977),
212, plate 16, contains a map which shows a
mosque (item no. 46) in Dar al-Nahhas. Jabarti,
‘Aja’ib al-Athar, vol. 11, 449, says that Old Cairo
declined during the rule of the Qazdughli amirs and
that when Ghazi Hasan Pasha occupied Cairo
in 1786-1787 his troops caused great damage to
this area, to the extent that only a few buildings
remained in Dar al-Nahhas and Fam al-Khalij.
He mentions a few small mosques in the area
where the people of the district prayed in pre-

ference to the mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As because
the rubble kept them from reaching it. Jomard,
Wasf Madinat al-Qahirah, trans. by Ayman
Fu’ad Sayyid (Cairo : 1988), 359, mentions a
small mosque in this area, called the mosque
of Dar al-Nahhas, which could be Bashir Agha’s
mosque.

47. A muzammalah, usually associated with
a fountain, was «a certain thing in which water
is cooled. » See Edward Lane, An Arabic-English
Lexicon (Reprint Beirut : 1968). It also referred
to the room in which the water for a fountain
was stored.
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2. A cistern (sahrij) existed below the kuttab in which children were to be taught the
holy Qur’an as well as reading and writing skills.

3. An unspecified sum was to be spent for the rent of the large makan in Khatt
Qantarat Aq Sunqur next to this sabil-kuttab.

4. Bashir Agha asserted his control of 18 girats (3/4) of the wikalah in Khatt al-Sagha.
5. He also owned a yoghurt factory in his granary in Old Cairo.

6. He also controlled a salary of 9 ardabbs of wheat from the wagqf of Sultan Murad
which he devoted to the zawiyyah of Shaykh ‘Anbar al-Kharashi in Medina. %

7. He would purchase water for the cistern and the fountain in Khatt Qantarat Aq
Sunqur, for the muzammalati, and for five reciters of the Qur’an who would recite in
the sabil every day. They were to conclude their recitation on behalf of the sultan.
Their shaykh would receive 125 nisf fiddahs annually. He also allocated 180 nisf fiddahs
for a librarian to supervise the books which he endowed for the riwag of the Turkish
students in al-Azhar. # He also assigned 4,000 nisf fiddahs to buy clothes for the 20
orphans who would study in his kuttab and for the person giving instruction in the law
(fagih), the tutor for the orphans (‘arif), the muzammalati and the foreman of the waqf’s
employees (mubashir). They were to receive extra benefits worth 790 nisf fiddahs during
the month of Ramadan. The following expenditures were to be spent for the operation
of the sabil-kuttab in Khatt Qantarat Aq Sunqur.

During Ramadan Annually
nisf fiddahs nisf fiddahs
fagih.. .. .. . . o .. oo Lo . 100 720
7 60 480
tailor (khayyat) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 30
muzammalati .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 360
nazir asli .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 600
nazir hisbi % 300
scribe (katib) for preparing the accounts - 360
rent collector (jabi) .. .. .. .. .. .. 360
official witness (shahid) e e 1,080
foreman (shadd) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 360
servant (khadim) for the kutub at al-Azhar .. 180
Fayyumi mats and curtains for the kuttab .. 250

the Turkish students has not previously been
recognized.
50. The nazir al-hisbi was the supervisor having

48. Ahmad Shalabi notes that Shaykh ‘Anbar
died 1 Rajab, 1140/12 February, 1728. His
house, which was near al-Azhar, became a secret

refuge for the fugitive amir Muhammad Bey
Abu Shanab, who died there in hiding. See
Awdah al-Isharat, 490.

49. Bashir Agha’s donation for the riwag of

the legal authority to manage the wagf on a
daily basis. Sometimes a judge would appoint
a nazir hisbi to take control of a wagf that was
being badly managed. See Muhammad Amin,

a1 A
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Bread for the 20 orphans, the fagih, the “arif,

and the servant of the muzammalati ..
Flour for baking this bread .
Firewood used for baking this bread

80 raghifs daily
80 ardabbs of wheat
480 nisf fiddahs

He assigned the following expenses for his mosque in Khatt Dar al-Nahhas in Old Cairo.

Imam for the mosque ..

preacher (khatib) ..

repeater (muraqqi). .

mu’adhdhins

repeaters (muballzghm)

sweeper (kannas) and a servant. .
lightkeeper (waggad)

concierge (bawwab) ..
shahid for the mosque and kuttab
mubashir . .

Fayyumi mats e el
Equipment for cleaning the mosque
Oil for lighting the mosque
Candles, chains, boxes, etc.

Two candles for the mihrab during Ramadan

nisf fiddahs

720
1440
360
1080
720
720
720
1620
1440
1440
1000
72
1380
360
90

This wagqf also included a second sabil-kuttab which was part of the properties he

endowed in Old Cairo. 5!

This sabil-kuttab has gone unreported previously in the

surveys of sabil-kuttabs in Cairo and its environs and has not been credited to the

endowments made by Bashir Agha.
of this kuttab in Old Cairo.

Clothes for the 20 orphans. .
Jaqih. .

He assigned the following expenses for 20 orphans

nisf fiddahs

4,000
720

‘arif who acts also as mu adhdhm for the

orphans
mats and curtains. .
clothes for employees durmg Ramadan ..
for baking bread ..

al-Awqaf wa al-Hayat al-Ijtima‘iyyah fi al-*Asr
al-Mamluki (Cairo : 1980), 107, 129; Muhammad
‘Afifi, al-Awgaf wa al-Hayat al-Igtisadiyyah fi
al-*Asr al-*Uthmani (Cairo : 1991), 83-140.
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51. His biography in the Islam Ansiklopedisi
is therefore incorrect in assigning to him the
endowment of only one sabil-kuttab in Cairo.
Unfortunately, this second structure has not
survived.
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raghifs daily

Each orphan should receive .. .. .. .. 3
the fagih and ‘arif should receive 10
the bawwab should receive.. .. .. .. .. 7
the farrash should receive .. .. .. .. .. 3

Among other stipulations included in Bashir Agha’s wagf were the following.

1. The nazir should make repairs to the residence of the donor in Aq Sunqur when-
ever necessary. He should also pay the costs for the water carrier, for repairs to the
public hammam, for a carpenter, and whatever materials were necessary.

2. He asserted that the long term rent (hikr) of the large residence in Khatt Qantarat
Aq Sunqur, which belonged to the Gulshani wagqf and others, was 2,340 nisf" fiddahs
annually.

3. He alloted 8,010 nisf fiddahs for the eight buffaloes used for turning the sagiyyahs.
This sum included food for the buffaloes.

4. He allocated 50,000 nisf fiddahs annually for the expenses of his usiyyah5® in
Nahiyat Marqus, which includes equipment, buffaloes, a threshing machine, plows,
harrows, wood, seeds, the salary for the local ga’immagam and his soldiers (seymaniyyah)
and the small dykes (saghar al-jarafah). 5

While he served as shaykh of the haram al-nabawi Bashir Agha constructed a zawiyyah
in Medina for Shaykh ‘Anbar, the disciple of Shaykh Muhammad al-Kharashi. 5% He
stipulated in this document that he had assigned from the daftar khaqani (the imperial
daftar, presumably responsible for monies destined for the haramayn) the sum of
27,603 nisf fiddahs annually for this zawiyyah. The sum of 21,250 of this was to be
distributed to people living in Medina. Qur’an reciters and others were to receive
5,695 nisf fiddahs and an additional 55 nisf fiddahs annually. (These come to 27,000
nisf fiddahs only).

He also stipulated that the annual sum sent on behalf of the aghas of the haram
al-sharif al-nabawi in Medina was to be 85,000 nisf fiddahs. Of this amount, the aghas
were to receive 4,050; the Sadat Bani ‘Alawi 4,250; the Sadat Bani Husayn 4,250; the

52. An usiyyah (wasiyah) was that part of an
agricultural tax farm (iltizam) set aside exclusively
for the tax farmer (multazim). Originally these
had been lands that had fallen out of cultiva-
tion and had been allotted to the multazim to
encourage their restoration to productive use.
Their assignment provided the multazim with
extra income from his iltizam. See Shaw,
Organization, 22, 57-58.

53. The saghar al-jarafah were local dikes
whose maintenance was the responsibility of the
farmers or the multazim. See ‘Abd al-Rahim,
al-Rif al-Misri, 172-174.

54, Jabarti, ‘dja’ib al-Athar, Vol. 1, 515, states
that Shaykh ‘Anbar was the ‘abd of Shaykh
al-Kharashi (died 1101/1689-1690), which would
suggest that Shaykh ‘Anbar was black and why
Bashir Agha would include an endowment for him.
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khatibs of the haram in Medina 4,080; the imams of the haram in Medina 6,120; the
Jarrashin of the haram of Medina 4,250; the kannasin of the haram 2,720; the
mu’adhdhins of the haram in Medina 3,400; repeaters in the haram 1,700; bawwabs
of the haram 1,360; guardians (nawbatjiyan) for the haram 8,500; for new and old
expenses 8,500; and the soldiers stationed in the citadel of Medina were to receive
8,500 in the month of Rajab. In addition :

nisf fiddahs

For the poor of the haram al-sharif in Medina.. .. .. .. .. .. 4250
For the katib aghat al-haram .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 425
For the katib shaykh al-haram.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 425
For the katib of the gadi of Medina .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 425
For the shaykh al-haram of Medina .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 850
For the khazindar al-haram al-nabawi .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 850
For public lessons in the haram al-nabawi .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1700
For reciters of the Surat al-Ikhlas .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 595
For reciters of portions of the Qur’an in the mausoleum (rawda sharif)

in Medina .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .o .. .. 10,200
For 10 persons to pray at the Prophet’s tomb .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,700

He also stipulated that any surplus from his waqf was to be distributed to his freed
slaves and retainers and to followers of his retainers whose names are recorded in a
document prepared by the donor. Male and female, black and white, were to benefit
equally.

If all of them perished, the surplus from this waqf was to be given to the haram
al-sharif al-nabawi.

He stipulated that the supervisor (nazir) of this wagf should be the most senior of
its beneficiaries, that is, the eldest of his freed slaves or retainers. The nazir al-hisbi
would be the amin bayt mal aghawat ® for the dar al-sa’adah eunuchs in Egypt. If that
wasn’t possible the khazindar of the dar al-sa’adah in Cairo was to be the nazir al-hisbi.

His final set of stipulations related to the personnel of his wagqf. He asserted that
appointments to positions would be the responsibility of the nazir al-asli and that any
beneficiary trying to change, rent, or mortgage his portion would be excluded from
the waqf.

The waqf of al-Hajj Bashir Agha continued to grow with the addition of commercial
properties, even after his death, in Bulaq and Ziftah Gawad.

It was common for donors to endow property through the agencies of their subor-
dinates in areas where they once served. On 12 Dhu al-Hijjah, 1158/5 January, 1746,

55. The inheritances of the aghas of dar Ottoman administration, were handled by their
al-sa*adah, who formed a special corps within own officers.
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before the news of his death on 3 January reached Cairo, the amir “Uthman Agha 5
who was then serving as wakil agha dar al-sa’adah, that is, the agent of Bashir Agha,
sold to Bashir Agha, who was still identified as aghat dar al-sa’adah al-‘uthmah, his
right to the usufruct of a khulu % of a residence for all of a wikalah in Bulaq in Khatt
al-Khatiri which the amir ‘Uthman Agha had constructed, as well as a rab® over-
looking the Nile. This transaction, which cost Bashir Agha 48 purses of 25,000 nisf
fiddahs each, was undertaken by his khazindar the amir ‘Ali Agha, who then added
this wikalah to the previous waqfs of Bashir Agha which were recorded in two volumes
issued from the Qusun court on 15 Safar, 1129/29 January, 1717 and 6 Rajab, 1132/14
May, 1720 and in a waqfiyyah issued from the Diwan al-"Ali in Cairo on 8 Shawwal,
1140/18 May, 1728. This transaction also notes a number of other wagqfiyyat issued
from al-Bab al-Ali in Cairo on 8 Ramadan, 1142/27 March, 1730.% Since this
late document seems to list all of al-Hajj Bashir Agha’s previous awgaf we must
assume that the documents cited below belong to other aghas with the name of
Bashir.

Later that year the amir ‘Ali Agha, who is identified as the present khazindar aghat
dar al-sa’adah al-‘uthmah and the supervisor of the wagf of his master the deceased
Bashir Agha dar al-sa‘adah, (al-Hajj Bashir Agha died June 3, 1746) purchased for the
wagq f of his deceased master all of a wikalah built by the Dhimmi Banub in Ziftah Gawad
in Gharbiyyah province in Suq al-Nahiyyah. The wikalah, which stood between the
Khutbah Mosque and the dar al-usiyyah al-kubra, consisted of 7 stores, above which
was a rab® of 10 rooms and 14 shops. The price of this transaction was 10 purses, or
250,000 nisf fiddahs. %°

These are the properties endowed by or for al-Hajj Bashir Agha in Egypt, but the
researcher will find documentary evidence of five, perhaps six, other Bashir Aghas who
resided in Cairo just before or after the passage through Cairo of the most famous of
the kizlar aghas bearing that name. The existence of other awgaf endowed by Bashir
Aghas in the late seventeenth century or first half of the eighteenth century has led to
some confusion among archeologists and historians working in that period. The fol-
lowing documents are presented in an effort to dispel this confusion over the construc-
tions of this group of aghas, all of whom were named Bashir.

56. ‘Uthman Agha, known as Abu Sayf, played Historical Source : The Case of 19th Century
an important role in mediating disputes among Damascus, » Daniel Panzac (ed.), Les Villes
the mamluks. See, for instance, Al-Damurdashi’s Dans [’Empire Ottoman . Activités et Sociétés
Chronicle of Egypt : 1688-1755, translated and an- (Paris : 1991), 79-83.
notated ‘r{y Daniel Crecelius and ‘Abd al-Wahhab 58. See SCA, Mahkamat Babay al-Sa‘adah wa
Bakr (Leiden : 1991), 362-365, 369, 374, 377, 381. .

. . . al-Kharq, Sijill 420, item 9, p. 7, 12 Dhu al-Hijjah,

57. On khulu, which permitted its holder to

. . . 1158/5 January, 1746.
own and enjoy the income of constructions he
undertook on waqf land or additions he made 59. SCA, Mahkamat Babay al-Sa‘adah wa
to already endowed waqf buildings, see Randi al-Kharq, Sijill 420, item 843, p. 401, 25 Dhu
Deguilhem, « Waqf Documents : A Multi-Purpose al-Qa‘dah, 1159/9 December, 1746.
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"The court of Qusun, for instance, registers seven awgaf in the nmame of a Bashir
Agha between 1687-1712. They are as follows.

Sijill 282, item 2665, p. 759, 8 Dhu al-Qa‘dah, 1099/4 September, 1688. Bashir Agha
dar al-sa’adah, the retainer of Beyhan Sultan, endowed all the usufruct of long term
rents and a makan in Khatt al-Hilaliyyah. It was a house with two stables.

Sijill 284, item 2462, p. 626, 1 Jumad II, 1110/5 December, 1698. 1In the presence
of Bakir Agha, known as Abu Bakr Agha, the chief eunuch of dar al-sa’adah and
former shaykh al-haram al-nabawi, “Ali Agha, musahib shehriyari nabuli, and of Bilal
Agha, the retainer of Bakir Agha, Bashir Agha, former khazindar shehriyari of the
government, endowed a makan in Khatt Hadarat al-Bagar inside Darb al-Shawwa’in.

Sijill 284, item 2470, p. 629, 1 Jumad II, 1110/5 December, 1698. Ahmad Bey
Yaqut Zada, an amir al-liwa at present in Cairo, who is the agent of Bashir Agha,
former chief eunuch of dar al-sa’adah and former shaykh al-haram al-nabawi, endowed
the makans constructed on hikr land inside the large house in Khatt al-Salibah
al-Tuluniyyah, inside Darb al-Faragani. It was known previously as the residence of
the deceased Tarabay al-Sayfi, then of Sinan Bey al-Daftardar, then of Radi Basha
Talas, then of Ibrahim Bey, then of Qansawh Bey, then of Bashir Agha, then of Dhu
al-Fagar Bey, then of Ahmad Afandi the former ruznamiji, and finally as the residence
of Abu Bakr-Agha.

Although these two awgaf were recorded on the same day, they appear to belong to
two different Bashir Aghas, for item 2462 cites the donor as the former khazindar of
the government, while item 2470 refers to the donor as former chief eunuch of dar
al-sa’adah. Moreover, the two properties endowed do not have any relations to one
another. Moreover, item 2462 stipulates that Bashir Agha himself would be the super-
visor, while item 2470 stipulates the supervisor to be his retainer Fatmah Khatun.

Sijill 286, item 3202, p. 1059, 13 Rajab, 1119/10 October, 1707. This document
lists two Bashir Aghas present at that time in Cairo. In the presence of Bakir Agha,
former shaykh al-haram al-nabawi and presently amin bayt mal al-aghawat in Cairo,
Bashir Agha, the former khazindar in dar al-sa’adah (see the document from Sijill 284,
1110 AH), and °“Abd al-Karim Agha dar al-sa’adah, the amir Ibrahim Agha, the
katkhuda of Bakir Agha, and “Abd al-Ghaffar Agha, the jawish bayt mal al-aghawat, and
other witnesses, Bashir Agha Qublani, a former musahib in dar al-sa’adah al-“uthmah,
endows the usufruct of the khulu and a residence and the disposal of rents and hikr
of a makan in Khatt al-Salibah al-Tuluniyyah near Bir al-Watawit inside Darb al-Sadah
al-Arba‘in near the mosque of Sayfi Azbak.

Sijill 287, item 1570, p. 598, 22 Shawwal, 1122/14 December, 1710. Bashir Agha,
musahib shehriyari dar al-sa’adah, who is departing today for Mecca, endows a makan
in Darb al-Gamamiz which was originally part of the waqf of the naqib al-jaysh. This
appears to be the same Bashir Agha who made the endowment of 13 Rajab, 1119 listed
above in Siill 286, item 3202, p. 1059.
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Sijill 288, item 490, p. 175, 23 Ramadan, 1124/24 October, 1712. Bashir Agha, the
agha of the mother (walidat) of Sultan Ahmad, endowed the usufruct of long term
rents of the makan near Qantarat Aq Sunqur at the beginning of al-Habbaniyyah on
the left facing the residence of the deceased Mustafa Katkhuda Mustahfazan. It
consisted of 7 shops, a house, a mill, stable, kitchen, and a hammam. This document
is witnessed by a second Bashir Agha who is referred to as the former wakil of the
khazindar of dar al-sa’adah al-“uthmah. Both of these Bashir Aghas were present
in Cairo at a time when al-Hajj Bashir Agha, the subject of this study, was in
Istanbul. :

Sijill 294, item 263, p. 109, 15 Muharram, 1139/6 May, 1727. Bashir Agha, former
grandee (a‘yan) of dar al-sa’adah, endowed part of a makan in Khatt al-Habbaniyyah
in Qantarat Aq Sunqur. The western side is adjacent to the makan of Bashir Agha,

the donor.

These last two awgaf, in fact, endow the very property on the site where this Bashir
Agha, not al-Hajj Bashir Agha, built a sabil-kuttab and madrasah for Sultan Mahmud 1.
Al-Hajj Bashir Agha died in 1159/1746, so he cannot have constructed the famous
sabil-kuttab for Sultan Mahmud 1 in 1164/1750-1751 which has frequently been attribu-
ted to him. This Bashir Agha had preceded al-Hajj Bashir Agha in Cairo by several
years and had acquired the property at the entrance to al-Habbaniyyah Street on which
the sabil-kuttab of Sultan Mahmud was built. Evidence suggests that this is Bashir
Agha Mora, who became kizlar agha in 1159/1746 upon the death of al-Hajj Bashir
Agha, and was executed in Sha‘ban, 1165/ June-July, 1752.% Confusion arises not
only because the two donors had the same name, served in succession, and endowed
property in the same decade, but because their two constructions are across the street
from each other. To make matters more confusing, the next kizlar agha following the
execution of Bashir Agha Mora in 1752 was also named Bashir Agha (1752-1754) and
a fourth Bashir Agha served as kizlar agha from 1757-1758.

There thus appear to be five, possibly six, Bashir Aghas cited in these documents in
addition to al-Hajj Bashir Agha.

On 2 Sha‘ban, 1173/20 March, 1760 the amir ‘Uthman, former wakil for Bashir Agha,
formerly of dar al-sa’adah, endowed another residence (makan) in Khatt Qantarat Aq
Sunqur which had previously been the residence of the deceased Mustafa Bey gqa’im-
magam, then of the deceased al-Hajj “Ali Agha, and finally of his freed slave ‘Abd
al-Rahman Agha, the former shaykh al-haram al-nabawi. It consisted of two stables,
a hammam, a coffee shop, and 3 shops. It was endowed for Bashir Agha, who is
wished a long life. 6! This “Uthman Agha is perhaps the same agent of dar al-sa’adah
who sold his wikalah in Bulaq to al-Hajj Bashir Agha on 5 January, 1746 (see above)
and the Bashir Agha mentioned here is perhaps the third of the Bashir Aghas in

60. For his biography, see Mehmed Suriya, 61. See SCA, Mahkamat Babay al-Sa‘adah wa
Sijill Osmani, vol. 2, 29. al-Kharq, Siill 427, item 779, p. 288-290.
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succession who served as kizlar agha of the Ottoman Empire from 1752-1754 and who
was then sent to Cairo, where he died.

Finally, on 5 Sha‘ban, 1210/14 February, 1796 the amir °‘Abdallah Agha ibn
‘Abdallah, the freed slave of the deceased Bashir Agha dar al-sa‘ada, who was ident-
ified as the nazir of his master’s waqf, which included the sabil-kuttab in Aq Sunqur,
purchased the khulu of a shop in Cairo which was included in the wagf of Qansawh
al-Ghuri and the khulu of Salhah Khatun [unclear]. %2 If we refer back to the stipu-
lations contained in al-Hajj Bashir Agha’s wagqf, this ‘Abdallah Agha must have been
the oldest living freed slave of the deceased kizlar agha. The mention of the master’s
sabil-kuttab in this document establishes the link with al-Hajj Bashir Agha.

Only the properties endowed by al-Hajj Bashir Agha in the Aq Sunqur area remain;
none of the extensive properties described above in the Dar al-Nahhas area of Old
Cairo exist any longer.

The connection of these black eunuchs with both Cairo and the haramayn was cut
in the early nineteenth century by the rise of Muhammad °“Ali Pasha in Egypt and the
conquests of the Wahhabis in the Arabian Peninsula. The Egyptian historian al-Jabarti
noted that on 7 Rabi® II, 1222/14 June, 1807 the pilgrim caravan which arrived from
Suez had brought. with it the aghas of the haram, Sa‘id Bey, the judge of Medina, and
the servants of the haram in Mecca, all of whom had been expelled by the Wahhabis. 6
In 1225/1810 the Ottoman government sent the kizlar agha “Isa with military supplies
for the war which Muhammad °Ali waged against the Wahhabis in an effort to reclaim
the haramayn for the Ottoman Empire, but the aghas were not to reclaim their former

influence in the Hijaz.

62. See SCA, Mahkamat Babay al-Sa‘adah wa al-Kharq, Sijil/ 438, item 305, p. 130.
63. Jabarti, ‘4dja’ib al-Athar, vol. VI, 381.

Anlsl 27 (1994), p. 291-308 Hamza ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz Badr, Daniel Crecelius
The awgaf of al-Hajj Bashir Agha in Cairo.

© IFAO 2026

Anlsl en ligne https://www.ifao.egnet.net


http://www.tcpdf.org

Fig. 1. The approximate location of Bashir Agha's properties in Old Cairo
(from Cairo Islamic monuments map plate 2 - 11/B)
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Fig. 2.

Sabil-kuttab of al-Hajj Bashir Agha.
Monument No. 309.

1131 A.H./ 1718 A.D.
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Fig. 3. Inscription
stone above the door
of al-Hajj Bashir
Agha's sabil-kuttab
bearing the date
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Fig. 4. The western facade of the sabil-kuttab of Sultan
Mahmud I built by Bashir Agha Mora.

Monument No. 308.
1164 A.H. / 1750-1751 A.D.

Fig. 5. The northern facade of the sabil-kuttab of Sultan
Mahmud I built by Bashir Agha Mora.

Monument No. 308.

1164 A.H. / 1750-1751 A.D.
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Fig. 6. The two sabil-kuttabs of al-Hajj Bashir Agha (left) and Bashir Agha Mora (right)
facing each other across al-Habbaniyyah Street.
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