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THE WAQFS OF SHAHIN AHMAD AGHA'!

Hamza ‘ABD AL-‘AZIZ BADR
Daniel CRECELIUS

INTRODUCTION

The wagqfiyya of this endowed sabil-kuttab refers to its donor, Shahin Ahmad Agha,
as ‘ayn a‘yan (chief agha) of the dar al-sa’ada in Istanbul. The document also refers
to him by other titles affiliated with this position, such as khass khulasat al-khawwas
al-mu‘tabirin, mu'tamid al-muluk, mu‘tamid al-salatin, anis al-dawla al-‘uthmaniyya, and
Jalis al-maqamat al-khaganiyya.? It is clear, therefore, that Shahin Ahmad Agha was
working as ra’is rijala al-khidma (chief servant) in the imperial palace in Istanbul.
These positions of service were held by black and white eunuchs, each group of which
had its own organization and duties.® The chief black eunuch was referred to as the
kizlar aghasi (agha of the females), while the chief white eunuch held the title kapi
aghasi or bab al-sa’ada aghasi (agha of the door). The relationship between these two
groups of palace eunuchs began to change when Sultan Murad III appointed a black
slave as aghat dar al-sa’ada in 1582.% From that year to the end of the Ottoman
Empire this position was held by black eunuchs and the influence of the white eunuchs
declined in proportion to the growing power of the black eunuchs.

The chief agha of the palace became a powerful person within the palace; upon
his promotion he was granted sable furs in the presence of the sultan himself. ® The
influence of these chief black aghas increased considerably from the beginning of the
seventeenth century to the middle of the eighteenth century. Some even participated
in the deposition and appointment of grand wazirs. 6

1. This study was undertaken while Dr.
Crecelius was in Cairo during the 1991-1992
academic year under the auspices of an NEH/
Fulbright grant. The views expressed here are
those of the authors, not the granting agencies.

2. See the document itself, page 10. The
inscription above the entrance to his sabil-
kuttab carries the same titles.

3. Bernard Lewis, Istanbul and the Civilization
of the Ottoman Empire (Norman, Oklahoma:

1963), 77, H.A.R. Gibb and Harold Bowen,
Islamic Society and the West (London: 1950),
Vol. I, Part T, 327-331.

4. Gibb and Bowen, Islamic Society and the
West, Part 1, 332; Lewis, Istanbul and the Civi-
lization of the Ottoman Empire, T7.

5. Ahmad al-Sa‘id Sulayman, Ta’sil ma warad fi
Ta’rikh al-Jabarti min al-Dakhil (Cairo: 1979), 18.

6. Ibid., 20.
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The dar al-sa‘ada aghas were also appointed as supervisors of the awqaf (pious
endowments) of the haramayn al-sharifayn, the two holy shrines in Mecca and Medina,
and from 1128/1716 the awqaf al-salatin in Cairo were assigned to them. They also
acquired supervision of awgaf for which the sultans were originally responsible. This
situation continued until 1250/1834 when the directorate of the awgqaf al-haramayn
was created during the tanzimat period. In 1252/1836 the directorate became a ministry
(nizara) and terminated the agha-s’ supervision of these awqaf.

The black eunuchs were recruited originally in Africa south of the Sahara. They
were brought as slaves to Egypt, where the necessary operation was performed on a
selected few. Many of these were then presented to the sultan by the governor of
Egypt. 7 Upon their retirements or deposition they were frequently sent back to Egypt
or were assigned pensions from Egyptian sources. This explains the close relationship
between this group of palace agha-s and their residence in Cairo to supervise the awqaf
of the sultans and the haramayn al-sharifayn.

In Cairo these aghas, like other Ottoman officials, undertook numerous con-
structions; the sabil-kuttab for teaching orphans the principles of reading and writing
from the Qui’an was particularly popular among them and they endowed numerous
buildings and extensive agricultural lands to support these pious foundations. Many
of the buildings constructed by these agha-s still exist to recall their connection with
Egypt. Some of these agha-s built their own tombs inside their monuments. Among
the constructions of these aghas in Cairo is the sabil-kuttab, house and mausoleum
built by Yusuf Agha al-Habashi in 1013/1604 (monument number 229), but the most
important structure erected by the agha-s of the dar al-sa*ada is the mosque known as
al-Malika Safiyya (monument number 200) in al-Da’udiyya, which is the second mosque
constructed in Cairo in the Ottoman style. This mosque, erected in 1019/1610, is a
multi-unit mosque resembling the mosque of Ug Corfali in Edirne. It was constructed
by ‘Uthman Agha ibn ‘Abdallah, agha aghat dar al-sa‘ada, who was the slave of
al-Malika Safiyya, the wife of Sultan Murad III and the mother of Sultan Muhammad
Khan III. André Raymond saw a connection between the transfer of the old tanneries
in Khatt Qusun and the erection of the Malika Safiyya mosque, the ‘Amir mosque
and the Bardini mosque in the cleared area.®

Also among the constructions of these agha-s are the sabil-kuttab of Mustafa Agha
Dar al-Sa‘ada in Siyufiyya street, ¢ the sabil-kuttab of ‘Abbas Agha Dar al-Sa“ada in
Harat al-Alfi, ' and another sabil-kuttab built by Yusuf Agha Kizlar Dar al-Sa’ada,

7. Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad, al-Idara fi
Misr fi al-*Asr al-Uthmani (Cairo: 1978), 8.

8. André Raymond, « La population du Caire
de Magrizi & la Description de I’Egypte, Bulletin
d’études orientales XXVII1 (1975), 210-211.

9. Built in 1028/1618; monument number 265.
See André Raymond, ¢« Les Fontaines publiques
(sabil) du Caire 3 1’époque ottomane (1517~
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1798),”> An Isl XV (1979), 246. See also, Mahmud
Hamid al-Husayni, al-Asbila al-Uthmaniyya bi
Madinat al-Qahira: 1517-1798 (Cairo: no date),
135-136.

10. Built in 1088/1677; monument number 335.
See Raymond, <« Les Fontaines publiques,
256; Mahmud Hamid al-Husayni, al-Asbila
al-‘Uthmaniyya, 171.

https://www.ifao.egnet.net


http://www.tcpdf.org

THE WAQFS OF SHAHIN AHMAD AGHA 81

another agha from Ethiopia, in Tabbana Street. !! Yusuf Agha Kizlar also constructed
a wikala which no longer exists next to his sabil-kuttab and a large residence in the
same area in Suwayqat Asfur in which Hamza Pasha resided after his deposition in
1098/1686. 1>  After his service in Istanbul ‘Abdallah Agha Dar al-Sa‘ada came to
Cairo to supervise the awgaf al-haramayn in Egypt. He constructed many buildings
around Cairo and a mausoleum for himself in Cairo for which he arranged to have
the Qur’an intoned by ten reciters. Although his constructions no longer exist, their
descriptions can be found in his waqf document. * Moustafa Agha Dar al-Sa‘ada,
‘Abbas Agha and Bashir Agha Dar al-Sa’ada all built sabil-kuttabs in Cairo between
1689-1719. 1 °Ali Agha Khazindar Dar al-Sa‘ada also erected a sabil-kuttab in Siyufiyya
Street in 1088/1677.1° Next to it he built a basin for watering animals and 15 shops
to help support his sabil-kuttab, but neither the basin nor the shops exist any longer. 1

In the eighteenth century we find that ‘Uthman Agha Dar al-Sa’ada constructed
a large mosque above the tomb of Sidi al-Bayyumi in the Husayniyya district outside
Bab al-Futuh.'” ‘Uthman Agha built this mosque in 1180/1766 and adjoined to it a
sabil-kuttab and mausoleum. ' The inscriptions above the two entrances of the mosque

11. Also built in 1088/1677; monument number
230. See Raymond, < Les Fontaines publiques ,
251; Mahmud Hamid al-Husayni, a/l-Asbila
al-*Uthmaniyya, 180-186.

12. See Ahmad Shalabi ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani,
Awdah al-Isharat fi man tawalla Misr al-Qahira
min al-Wuzara’ wa al-Bashat, edited and anno-
tated by ‘Abd al-Rahim ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd
al-Rahim (Cairo: 1978), 181.

13. His wagfiyya is preserved as number 1343
in the daftarkhana of the Ministry of Awgaf in
Cairo.

14. Mustafa Agha constructed his sabil-kuttab
in 1101/1689; ‘Abbas Agha in 1106/1694 (monu-
ment No. 396); and Bashir Agha in 1131/1718
(monument No. 309). See Raymond, ¢ Les
Fontaines publiques, >’ 258, 259, 264; Mahmud
Hamid al-Husayni, al-Asbila al-*Uthmaniyya, 208-
209.

15. Monument number 268; Raymond, ¢ Les
Fontaines publiques, > 257; Mahmud Hamid
al-Husayni, al-Asbila al-Uthmaniyya, 178.

16. Other constructions undertaken by the dar al-sa‘ada agha-s are the following recorded in the

Qusun court in Cairo:

Name Date
Bashir Agha 8 Sha‘ban, 1099
Bilal Agha 16 Rajab, 1108
Bilal Agha 3 Rajab, 1112
Bilal Agha 20 Sha'ban, 1114

22 Rajab, 1122
15 Muharram, 1139
18 Safar, 1167

Bashir Agha
Bashir Agha
Bilal Agha

17. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Hasan al-Jabarti,
‘Aja’ib  al-Athar fi al-Tarajim wa al-Akhbar
(Beirut: no date), Vol. I, 379-381, says that
‘Uthman Agha built this mosque on the orders

Stjill Page Number Item Number
108 759 2665
109 191 907
110 200 657
110 878 2663
112 598 1570
114 109 263
116 113 307

of Mustafa Pasha, the grand wazir and former
governor of Egypt.

18. See Raymond, « Les Fontaines publiques, *
282.
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bear the name of ‘Uthman Agha and identify him as the retainer of Bashir Agha
Dar al-Sa‘ada.

Among the aghas who came to Egypt in the nineteenth century were Sulayman
Agha, the former wakil dar al-sa‘ada. He was given an imperial salary from the
budget of the Cairo mint in the substantial amount of 1000 nisf fiddas per day, so
he was able to endow many awqaf described in his wagfiyya dated 1263/1836. Sulayman
Agha also constructed a sabil and a mausoleum for himself in the eastern cemetery
of Cairo and endowed money for several mausoleums of religious saints in
Cairo. 1° Bashir Agha, already cited above, also built a sabil-kuttab of his own in
1131/1718.

In some cases some of these aghas mismanaged the awqaf under their supervision
and usurped their revenues, whereupon the sultan issued firmans to seize their property.
For instance, the property of Yusuf Agha, aghat al-banat, was seized in 1099/1687. %
Probably as a result of this mismanagement, in 1103/1691 the sultan issued a firman
that the supervision of the awqaf al-haramayn al-sharifayn and the awqaf al-dashisha
was to be given to four sanmjags beys. !

The number of the dar al-sa*ada aghas who settled in Egypt was large. Many of
them seemed to have resided in the Qusun district around the Birkat al-Fil, which was
a prestige area for the aristocracy. One of the streets of this arca was even known
as Darb al-Aghawat (Street of the Aghas) until the end of the eighteenth century.*
They were also a large enough distinctive body that they were invited as a separate
group to special functions, such as the celebration to which the mubashir awqaf dar
al-sa‘ada invited them, and which Ahmad Shalabi described. * The size and influence
of this group of dar al-sa’ada aghas is also affirmed by the information from Shahin
Ahmad Agha’s wagqfiyya, for we find six of the witnesses are aghas. They played an
official role at public celebrations, such as those associated with Wafa’ al-Nil, and
socialized with the governor, the sanjag beys and the ‘ulama’. They were also a
significant political force in the politics of Cairo and often played a mediating role
between the mamluk amirs and the governor.

The document which is the subject of this study is a wagqfivya dated 1086/1675.
It endows a sabil-kuttab and a large residence on lands belonging to other awdqaf.
Shahin Agha, who had the right of khulu (see below), cleared the first site and con-
structed his sabil-kuttab. This document describes the construction as having a marble
floor, grilled brass windows and a marble basin for offering water to the public.
He included as part of his endowment 75 feddans of good agricultural land in addition
to his salary from the imperial slaughterhouse in Cairo. The total income of the first

19. Document number 2147 in the daftarkhana 21. Ibid., 187.
in the Ministry of Awgqaf in Cairo. 22. Jomard, Wasf Madinat al-Qahira, trans-
20. This Yusuf Agha had a large residence in lated and annotated by ’Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid
Suwayqat Asfur which he used during his stay in (Cairo: 1988), 107.
Egypt. See Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 180, 23. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 172.
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wagf is 31,005 nisf fiddas annually, which enabled his waqf to pay for the following
expenses of his sabil-kuttab :

Item nisf fiddas annually

Water for the cistern . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,400
Muzammalati . e . 600
Equipment for the cistern . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 450
Supervisor of the wagf .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3,600
Clerk for the waqf .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,800
Shadd for the wagqf .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 360
Rent collector for the waqf .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 360
Shaykh to instruct the students. .. .. .. .. .. .. 720
Assistant to the shaykh .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 360
Expenses for 10 orphans .. .. e e e e 1,800
Bread for the orphans and instr uct01s e e e 1,800
Clothes for the orphans and employees . .. .. .. .. 1,200
15,450

The surplus was first to be used to maintain the sabil-kuttab, then was to be
distributed according to the stipulations contained in the document.

Shahin Ahmad Agha tried through his stipulations to ensure that after his death
his waqf would not fall into the hands of the mamluks by asserting that the supervision
would pass to his freed slaves, then to the nazir of the haramayn al-sharifayn, who
was, like himself, an agha sent from Istanbul. %

In the year following the recording of his first wagfiyya Shahin Ahmad Agha
added his newly constructed residence to his original waqf. This was a large house
whose northern facade and many of its rooms overlooked the Birkat al-Fil. This
second document does not give the dimensions of his house which no longer exists,
but there is no doubt that it was very large, for it included a garden of fruit trees
and flowers, a well and water wheel, and had a stable for 20 horses. 2

It is clear from Ahmad Shalabi that this house was still in good condition and
suitable as a residence for the governors up to 1150/1737. He noted that the amir akhur
Mustafa was appointed governor of Egypt and that when he arrived in Cairo on
Thursday, 5 Dhu al-Qa‘da, 1149/7 March 1737, the ga’immagam presented him and
his 20 companions with gaftans and settled him in the house of Shahin Ahmad Agha
in Qusun. He stayed there for 25 days, going to the diwan on the appointed days.
The celebrations for Mustafa Pasha were held in Shahin Agha’s house. %

It seems that a large number of the houses which the aghas constructed were
grouped around the Birkat al-Fil. These residences were quite large and suitable as
residences for the governors, as Ahmad Shalabi stated in the events of 1099/1687 when

24. See page 82 of the wagfiyya. 26. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 629-630.
25. See page 63 of the document.
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Hamza Pasha was deposed and brought down to the house of Yusuf Agha in Suwaygat
Asfur. 2 He also said that on Wednesday, 16 Rajab, 1122/10 September 1710, Ibrahim
Pasha descended to the house of “Abbas Agha in Harat Qusun which overlooked the
Birkat al-Fil. In addition, on 18 Ramadan, 1147/12 February 1735 when the proces-
sion of Bakir Pasha arrived in Cairo coming from Jidda Ahmad Shalabi noted that
the deposed ‘Uthman Pasha was sent to the house of Salih Agha in Birkat al-Fil. 28

Unfortunately, only the sabil-kuttab and the facade of the house adjoining it remains
of Shahin Ahmad Agha’s constructions. The site of this house is today an open space
used as a woodworking area. The building number is 31 Mukhtar Pasha Street.

TRANSLATION OF THE AWQAF OF SHAHIN AHMAD AGHA

Court: Jami* al-Qusun (Cairo)
Date: 10 Shawwal 1086/28 December 1675
Ministry of Awqaf, Document Number 1939

[1]
BISMILLAH AL-RAHMAN AL-RAHIM

Praise be to Allah who facilitates for the one who asks for His generosity; He
guides him to the noblest of deeds. He blesses the one who devotes himself [2] to
what is pleasing (to Allah). He leads him to the highest ranks. He leads the one
who is on the generous side (of Allah). He knows what bounty (Allah) has bestowed
on him, so he (in turn) gives generously. He gives to Allah from His own assets.
He supports his faithfulness in his worship, so he secures his highest aim. Allah bless
and grant salvation to the most perfect of his creations, our lord Muhammad, the
chosen (al-Mustafa), the lord of the Arabs and the non-Arabs, the one in whom is
gathered all types of perfections, and the noblest of descendants, the one who with
determination (succeeds) in the field of combat against those who are unjust and
corrupt, [3] the one who has been sent as a guide to the peoples of the world, a guide
to what is required, having the best descriptions in the revealed holy books. Every
sermon of every khatib falls short (in describing him). Eternal blessings on his family
and companions, who are the guides of Truth in the congregations of those who attract
people to Allah and who are protectors of man in the places of those who are afraid
(of Allah), the ones who obtain victory in the East and the West without being fatigued,
for as long as the Qur’an is recited and as long as it is remembered, or as long as
mutaqarribs draw near to it. Whoever asks (of Allah) succeeds, as long as day follows
night, as long as stars shine after sunset.

The aim of every thought [4] of a wise person and the highest idea of every wise
man is to consider his end. He thinks about his last judgment and what (deeds) he
will bring in his hands before (Allah). In the Holy Book of Allah the distinction of

27. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 181, 28. Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 594.
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the givers of alms is made clear. Allah says in his noble book, ¢ Who is it that will
lend unto Allah a goodly loan, that He may double it for him, and his may be a rich
reward?”’ [Qur’an, Sura LVII, 11]. And when the person who knows that the people
who give charitable gifts (sadagat) are carried to the pinnacle of pleasure and the highest
rank, they remain with Allah, praising and invoking His name. They remain [5] with
Him to the last day, benefitting and accumulating (good). (The donor) immediately
complied with Allah’s directive in the noble Qur’anic verses and attempted to fulfill
the sayings of the noble verses and the Prophet’s hadith,?® embracing its magnificent
effects, following its orders and teachings.

(In) the clear words of (Muhammad), Allah bless him and grant him salvation,
« If a person dies, his work will cease, except for three things: continuous almsgiving,
or the knowledge that he taught something beneficial, or a good son to ask blessings
on him. >’ 3% For that is one of the best of good works whose traces are not erased.
He wished that Allah would take [6] us with Him in the best path and that Allah
would protect him from evil and peril through the protection of noble angels. (He is)
our master the donor mentioned below.

This is an authentic and legal waqf; it must be considered true and must be obeyed.
Its witnesses issued and wrote it down in the noble and highest shar® council and most
brilliant and exalted religious assembly, having strong roots in the shar® court, immacu-
late, satisfying in protected Cairo, in Qusun mosque, 8! may Allah preserve it. In the
presence of its supervisor (mutawalli), our lord and master, [7] the most magnificent of
the sadah al-ashraf (descendants of the Prophet), the chosen of the descendants of
‘Abd Manaf, having noble descent, chosen of the descendants of Bani Hashim, the
great lord, the noble expert trusted by Allah, our master al-Sayyid ‘Abd al-Rahman
Efendi, the Hanafi judge, who will sign above.3 May Allah the most high continue
to keep him exalted. May Allah be merciful with his fate for the sake of Muhammad

~and his family. Amen.

29. Stories of what the Prophet Muhammad
did or said which were related by his companions
form one of the most important sources for
Islamic law.

30. This saying of the Prophet can be found
in Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad
al-Shawkani, Nayl al-Awtar (Cairo: 1347 A.H.),
Vol. VI, 18. See also Ibn Hajar al-Hafiz ibn
Hajar al-‘Askalani, Bulugh al-Maram min Adillat
al-Ahkam (Mecca : Maktabat  al-Nahda
al-Haditha, 1373 A.H.), 210.

31. The Jami‘ al-Qusun, situated outside the
Bab Zuwayla, was begun by the amir Qusun,
one of the amirs of Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad
ibn Qala’un, in 730 A.H./1329 A.D. The Mah-
kamat Bab al-Jami‘ al-Qusun was one of the

shari‘a courts in Cairo during the Ottoman
period. On Cairo’s shari‘a court system, see
Galal el-Nahal, The Judicial Administration of
Ottoman Egypt in the Seventeenth Century
(Minneapolis and Chicago: Bibliotheca Islamica,
1979. The mosque was damaged through the
centuries and was demolished when the Khedive
Isma‘il had Muhammad °Ali Street built in 1873.
At that time a smaller mosque was constructed
on part of its former site. See Ahmad ibn °Ali
al-Magqrizi, Kitab al-Mawa®ith wa al-I‘tibar bi
Dhikr al-Khitat wa al-Athar (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
no date), Vol. II, 307; ‘Abd al-Rahman Zaki,
Mawsu‘at Madinat  al-Qahira (Cairo: Anglo-
Egyptian Bookshop, 1987), 328.
32. This gadi remains unknown.

7 A
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The following was recorded in the presence of the (following) magnificent amirs.
The support of the great ones, the amir possessing mamluks, his excellency the amir
Hasan Agha, 3* the former katkhuda of the Jawishiyya 3 in Cairo, [8] the present super-
visor (mutahaddith) for the district of Balfiyya whose igta® is in the province of
al-Bahnasawiyya; 3® his excellency, the most magnificent of the excellent ones, the amir
Hasan Agha, % former mi‘mar basha® of Cairo, presently among the ikhtiyariyya *
of the Mutafarriqa amirs®® in the Diwan al-‘Ali in Cairo; his excellency, the most
magnificent of their highnesses, the amir Ahmad Agha,® the most noble of the
Mutafarriga amirs in the diwan of Cairo, who is known as the follower of the deceased
Yaqut Agha Dar al-Sa‘ada;™ the most magnificent of the grandees (a‘yan), having
importance, our master Mustafa Agha, > one of the Mutafarriga amirs in the diwan;

33. As head of the Nisf Sa‘d political faction
in Cairo Hasan Agha Balfiyya was one of the
most powerful political leaders of the late seven-
teenth century. See Ahmad Katkhuda ‘Azaban
al-Damurdashi, al-Durra al-Musana fi Akhbar
al-Kinana (The Chronicle of Egypt, 1688-1755),
translated and annotated by Daniel Crecelius and
‘Abd al-Wahhab Bakr (Leiden: 1991), 33-35; 42;
59-60; 62; 71-75; etc.; Ahmad Shalabi ibn “Abd
al-Ghani, Awdah al-Isharat, 178-179. He held an
iltizam in the village of Balfiyya, in Bahnasa
province, by which he was identified. He died
in 1117 (1705-1706). See al-Damurdashi, 126.

34. This smaller corps, one of the seven
Ottoman garrison regiments, served the governor,
guarded the meetings of the diwan, collected the
taxes owed to the treasury by the countryside,
and delivered messages from the governor or
the diwan to their recipients anywhere in Egypt.
See Huseyn Efendi, Ottoman Egypt in the Age
of the French Revolution, translated by Stanford
J. Shaw (Cambridge: 1964), 87-89.

35. Bahnasa is one of the provinces of Upper
Egypt.

36. This amir remains unidentified.

37. The mi‘mar bashi supervised and taxed all
building activities in Cairo and its vicinity.
Since 1599 it was a position controlled by the
Mutafarriga regiment, one of the seven Ottoman
corps representing Ottoman power in Egypt.
See Shaw, French Revolution, 85-86. Although
he collected over 1,000,000 nisf fiddas a year by
1765, he had to deliver to the government only
51,794 nisf fiddas as the price for his position.
See Stanford J. Shaw, The Financial and Adminis-
trative Organization and Development of Ottoman
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Egypt, 1517-1798 (Princeton: 1962), 147; 193.

38. The ikhtivariyya were the senior officers
of each of the Ottoman corps. They represented
the interests of their corps to the government
and helped to settle internal disputes within the
corps. See Stanford J. Shaw, Nizamname-i Misir
(Cambridge: 1962), 30-31; Shaw, French Revol-
ution, 83.

39. The Mutafarriga corps was a smaller regi-
ment whose chief function was to guard the
forts on Egypt’s borders. In Cairo it served as
the personal corps of the governor, so it was
composed primarily of men sent from Istanbul.
One of its principal officers was the mi‘mar bashi.
See Shaw, French Revolution, 84-87.

40. The identity of this amir remains uncertain.

41. The dar al-sa‘ada (abode of felicity) refers
to the palace of the Ottoman Sultan in Istanbul
where the corps of black (and white) eunuchs
(aghas) served. High ranking aghas from this
group were sent to Egypt to administer the
Mamluk and Ottoman awgaf controlled by the
government on behalf of the haramayn
al-sharifayn in the Hijaz. See Ahmad al-Sa‘id
Sulayman, Ta’sil ma warada fi Ta'vikh al-Jabarti
min al-Dakhil, 18-19.

42. The Mustafa Agha referred to here appears
to be the famous Mustafa Agha, the mamluk
of Hasan Agha Balfiyya. Upon the death of
his master in 1117 (1705-1706), Mustafa Agha
assumed the leadership of his master’s faction
(< he kept open his master’s house *’) and was
named commander of the Cerakise (Circassian)
corps. He also assumed his master’s iltizam in the
village of Balfiyya, hence he was called Mustafa
Agha Balfiyya. See al-Damurdashi, 126-127.
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the most magnificent of the great ones, the chief support of the noble ones, [9] our
master “Abd al-Rahman Efendi, 3 son of our deceased master, Ja‘far Efendi, 4 former
katib (clerk) of the Jawishiyya in Cairo; his excellency, the amir ‘Uthman Corbaji 4
of the Cerakisa in Cairo; his excellency, the most magnificent of their highnesses, our
master Hasan, 6 former efendi (scribe) of the Jawishiyya in Cairo and presently Turkish
clerk (kaiib rumi)®? of the waqf of the deceased Sultan Ahmad; #® the most magnificent
of the clerks (arbab al-aglam), the support of accountants (arbab al-argam), our master
Sulayman Efendi, 4° the present accountant (muhasibci) in the Diwan al-"Ali in Cairo;
the pride of the chosen aghas, our master Bashir Agha, ®® one of the aghas [10] of
dar al-sa’ada; the pride of the great ones, support of the proud ones, our master
Musa Agha, ®' one of the Mutafarriga amirs; the pride of the notables (¢°yan), chief
support of those having influence, the amir °“Ali, 52 the katkhuda of our master ...

Shahin Ahmad Agha, chief of the aghas of dar al-saada;®
the khazindar of our master the above-mentioned Shahin Ahmad Agha.

standing increase.

43. The identity of this clerk remains uncertain.
44. This clerk cannot be clearly identified.
435. This amir cannot be identified with certainty.
46. This Hasan Efendi could be the famous
Hasan Efendi al-Damurdashi, who went on to
enjoy an illustrious career in Egypt. See
al-Damurdashi, 12; 31; 48-51; 58-61; 63-64; etc.
47. The administration carried on its work in
both Arabic and Turkish. The Rumi clerk was
responsible for issuing documents in Turkish.
48. This waqgf was among the large awqaf
endowed by Mamluk and Ottoman sultans on
behalf of the Aaramayn. Shaw’s claim that this
endowment was made by Sultan Ahmad II (1691-
1695) is clearly in error since this waqf is mentio-
ned in this document of 1675. It appears to have
been established by Sultan Ahmad I (1603-1617).
The Ottomans tried to maintain control of these
lucrative endowments by sending their super-
visors from Istanbul. Other large imperial
awqgaf were the Muhammadiyya, established by
Sultan Mehmed IV (1648-1687); the Muradiyya
(or Dashisha al-Sughra), established by Sultan
Murad III in 1583; the Dashisha al-Kubra,
which united all the awgqaf endowed by the
Mamiuk sultans Cakmak and Qa’itbey and the
mamluk amirs Tamam and Kha’und. It was
added to by Sultans Selim I (1512-1520) and
Sulayman al-Qanuni (1520-1566), and Murad I1I;
and the haramayn which combined a number of

the amir Yusuf,
May their

small awqaf from the Mamluk/Ottoman periods.
See Shaw, French Revolution, 154-156.

49. This clerk has not been identified.

50. Bashir Agha was one of the aghas of the
dar al-sa‘ada from Istanbul who came to Cairo
to supervise the awqaf of the haramayn in Egypt.
He became one of the most powerful aghas in
Cairo in the late 17th and early 18th centuries.
He constructed and endowed numerous struc-
tures in Cairo, but only a sabil-kuttab in Bushtak
Street, for which he endowed many buildings
and agricultural lands, remains. He received an
imperial firman at the end of Dhu al-Qa‘da,
1128/November 1716, appointing him agha of
the females of the imperial harim in Istanbul.
See his wagqfiyya, Document 2697, in the daftar-
khana of the Ministry of Awqaf in Cairo. See
also Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat, 289.

51. Musa Agha is mentioned in the events of
1100/1688 when he was asked to deliver a letter
from the Cairo diwan to the government in
Istanbul. See Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah al-Isharat,
184.

52. This amir is probably the ‘Ali Agha
Khazindar Dar al-Sa‘ada who erected a sabil-
kuttab in Siyufiyya Street in 1088/1677. See ft. 15.

53. See the Introduction.

54. This amir is most probably the Yusuf Agha
Kizlar who built his own sabil-kuttab in Tabbana
Street. See fts 11, 12,
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When [11] our master Shahin Ahmad Agha acquired all the makan % located in
the environs of Cairo, outside the two gates of Zuwayla and al-Kharq *® in the district
of the old tanneries (al-Madabigh al-Qadima) %7 near the secondary door of the Qusun
mosque facing the renovated oven in the open area and the street heading towards the
Da’udiyya mosque, % it included (the following), according to the legal document issued
from this court on 11 Jumada al-Akhira 1077/9 December 1666.

In its facade, which was constructed with red bricks, is a rectangular door leading
to a corridor which has a staircase leading to [12] two rooms (tabagatayn). One of
them faces the street; the second faces inward. It included the right of benefits. It is
described by four boundaries. The southern one ends at the house of Mu‘allim Nasir
al-Adami; the northern one ends at the main street in which the facade and the door
are found; the eastern boundary ends at the house of al-Zayni Kaywan; the western
boundary ends at the house of the above-mentioned Mu‘allim Nasir al-Adami.

It included all the benefits of the kfulu® of the makan adjoining the above-mentioned
makan, according to the document of kAulu issued also from this court on [13] the
11th of Jumada al-Akhira 1077. It includes a hall on the ground floor and a small
court between the doors, the benefits and rights of which are within four boundaries.
The southern one ends at the house of Muhammad Abu Qura; the northern one ends
at the house of Muhammad Mutafarriga; the eastern boundary ends at the above-
mentioned makan; the western one also ends at the house of Muhammad Abu Qura.

55. In waqf documents the term makan has a
rather elastic meaning. It refers to «a place, >’
that is, a plot of land on which a structure is
built, but can also refer to a building of prac-
tically any size, such as a residence.

56. The Bab Zuwayla was the principal gate
in the southern wall of the original city of Cairo
built by the Fatimids in the tenth century. The
Bab al-Kharqg was the gate at the southwestern
corner of the original Fatimid wall, at the point
where the street Taht al-Rab‘ running along this
southern wall hit the main canal of Cairo. See
André Raymond, Artisans et Commergants au
Caire au XVIII® Siécle (Damascus: 1973), Vol. 1,
214; 260; 311-315.

57. When the old tanneries were moved to the
western side of Cairo’s canal at Bab al-Luq the
area they had previously occupied became avail-
able for housing. It quickly became one of the
prestige residential districts in the area between
the Sultan Hasan mosque and Bab Zuwayla.
See Raymond, Artisans et Commergants, Vol. 1,
327-328.

58. The Da’udiyya mosque (Monument No.
472 on the Cairo map), situated in Suwaygat

al-Lala Street, was constructed by Da’ud Pasha,
the governor of Egypt, between 945-955/1538-
1548. The inscription plague above its entrance
carries the date of 961 AH in sentences, which
is six years after his death, but the historian
al-Ishaqi said that Da’ud Pasha constructed a
great mosque in Suwaygat Lala and endowed it
generously. See ‘Ali Mubarak, al-Khitat
al-Tawfigiyya al-Jadida (Cairo: 1980), Vol. 4, 230;
‘Abd al-Rahman Zaki, Mawsu'at Madinat
al-Qahira, 308.

59. Khulu gave to the renter some rights of
ownership to property he built on endowed land
or when he added to existing endowed buildings.
The supervisor or founder of a wagf could not
expel from the property anyone having the right
of Khulu. The person having the right of khulu
could sell or pass it to his heirs. Because the
Maliki madhhab gave particularly strong rights
to the holders of khulu most cases involving
khulu were contested before Maliki judeges. See
Muhammad ‘Afifi, al-Awgaf wa al-Hayah
al-Igtisadiyya fi Misr fi al-*Asr al-"Uthmani (Cairo :
Silsilat Ta’rikh al-Misriyyin, 1991), 167-173.
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These are its boundaries which are known to our master Shahin Agha (and form) the
legal description.

All that became the private property of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha, (including
the right) of disposal. [14] The document whose date is mentioned above certified that.
The second makan mentioned is part of the waqf of the deceased Nasir al-Din ibn
al-Hilal al-Adami and his wife, the deceased Shahiyya, and became part of the khulu of
our master Shahin Ahmad Agha. The second document mentioned above certified that.

Our master Shahin Ahmad Agha undertook to level all of the above-mentioned
two makans and to clear all the land. He then brought suitable tools and quality
materials, such as lime, gypsum, stones, bricks, marble [15] tiles, wood of different
kinds, and others suitable materials for that purpose. (He also brought) architects,
masons, laborers, carpenters, tilemen, marble workers, plumbers, painters and others.

He constructed a sahrij % to provide drinking water to the public. Above that
sahrij (he constructed) a kuttab® for educating children and for Qur’an recitation.
The northern facade of that sahrij is constructed of newly hewn red stone. It has a
rectangular doorway closed with iwo nice wooden leaves whose door handles are circular.
This doorway leads to four steps and a landing (basta) which [16] on its left side has a
door leading to the muzammala. % 1ts floor is done in colored marble. It has a marble
basin into which water is poured. It has a window of engraved (latticed) brass. There
are cabinets in the muzammala, which is roofed in fine wood in the Syrian style and
decorated in gold and blue, as is customary.

Beside the door of the muzammala is another door leading to the covering lid of
the sahrij. Inside is a large basin of red stone to hold water. From the landing one
reaches an arched staircase of kiddan tile  leading to the maktab. (That maktab) has
two arches [17] which are supported by a white marble column and a balastrade of
solid wood. It faces the street above the window of the sahrij. It has a wooden
awning above the two arches and is roofed in solid wood, which is painted red. Next
to (the maktab) is a toilet for the children.

In the facade is another doorway with a Roman arch made of newly hewn red
stone. It is closed with two leaves of solid wood. It leads to a small corridor having a
small landing beside which is a staircase taking one up to a room that has one window

60. The sahrij, or cistern, stored water below fundamentals of reading and writing. It was

a sabil, or fountain, to which it was usually
connected by a mouth or hole in the floor of
the latter. It was usually built of brick and
water resisting stone. The sahrij was roofed by
shallow domes supported by pillars and arches
of cut stone. In the Ottoman period the term
sahrij was usually used to include the whole cons-
truction of the sahrij and sabil. See Mahmud
al-Husayni, al-Asbila al-*Uthmaniyya, 349.

61. The kuttab was the primary school of the
Muslim community for teaching students the

often an open, double-arched chamber over a
sabil.

62. Lane’s lexicon lists muzammala as “a
certain thing in which water is cooled. > In this
case it is the lower area where water was stored
and cooled (for human consumption). See
Edward Lane, An Arabic-English Lexicon (reprint
Beirut: 1968).

63. Kiddan tile is a form of gray marble
found in Egypt and used extensively, even today,
as a paving tile in buildings.
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facing the street. Next to the window [18] is a toilet. The staircase also leads to a
riwaq % which has a sleeping room and four cabinets and a window overlooking the
street. Above it is another window. Beside it is a kitchen and toilet. The rest of
the staircase leads to the roof. On the roof is a sleeping room and toilet. Around it
is a balastrade.

Everything there was completed with doors, awnings, cabinets, and solid plastered
walls. The benefits (manafi’) and facilities, as well as its rights, belong to our master
Shahin Ahmad Agha in a legal manner.

All [19] the aforementioned construction is the private property of our master
Shahin Ahmad Agha, which he built anew with his own funds as the above-mentioned
person witnessed.

The agent (wakil) of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha, who is his katkhuda, the
amir ‘Ali, whose representation is official as the above-mentioned witnesses testify,
certified that he is in good health, of sound mind, and freely chooses, [20] wanting to
do good, according to the agency mentioned above. He certifies that (Shahin Ahmad
Agha) endowed all of the building mentioned above and the construction of the sahrij
and maktab. He provided for the functions of the sahrij and maktab (by endowing)
all of the (first) makan mentioned above, and all of 40 feddans % of utlag ¢ recorded
for the district of Shubramint, and all of 35 feddans recorded for the district of Talibiyya,
all of which are in the province of Ghiza, and all of the benefit of the salary allowance
(badal al-murattab) granted [21] to the shehr muqata’at %7 in the Sultan’s slaughterhouse. 6
All these are under the supervision and authority of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha,
according to the diwani permits (fazakir) signed and stamped in the usual manner.
The permits for the utlag of the 35 feddans are dated to the ninth of this month (Shawwal
1086/27 December 1675) and the permit for the utlag of the 40 feddans is dated to
the fourteenth of Jumada al-Ula of this year mentioned below (6 August 1675).

64. The term riwag was used to describe an
area including two iwans and the durr ga‘a bet-
ween them, which was usually a place of resi-
dence. It was also the term used for the corridor
between two iwans. See ‘Abd al-Rahman Zaki,
Mawsu‘at Madinat al-Qahira, 116; Mahmud al-
Husayni, al-Asbila al-Uthmaniyya, 345.

65. The feddan was the largest unit of land
measurement. It was divided into smaller units
called gqassabas, the number of which varied
according to the quality of the land being taxed.
See Shaw, French Revolution, 170-171.

66. Utlag was pasture or grassland. In Ottoman
terminology it referred to the tax exempt lands
allocated to produce fodder for the horses of
the governor, his retainers, high officials and
sanjaq beys. See Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad,
al-Idara, 351-352,

67. In this case the shehr mugata‘at were those
urban tax farms (mugata‘at) organized around
the functioning of the slaughterhouse just outside
Bab al-Futuh in Cairo. See Shaw, French Revo-
lution, 140.

68. The imperial slaughterhouse, which was
located outside Bab al-Futuh, was controlled by
the Janissaries from the beginning of the 17th
century. Its multazim received a tax on each
animal slaughtered there and also claimed the
right to sell the skins for his own account. He
paid a kushufiyya saghir of meat valued at
375,000 nisf fiddas annually to the governor in
addition to a sum of 46,000 nisf fiddas annually
as kushufivya kabir. See Layla ‘Abd al-Latif
Ahmad, al-Idara, 189-190; Shaw Organization,
149.

Anlsl 26 (1992), p. 79-114 Hamza ‘Abd Al-‘Aziz Badr, Daniel Crecelius
The Waqgfs of Shahin Ahmad Agha [avec 3 planches].

© IFAO 2026

Anlsl en ligne https://www.ifao.egnet.net


http://www.tcpdf.org

THE WAQFS OF SHAHIN AHMAD AGHA 91

The total derived from those feddans [22] and the salary amounts annually to
31,005 nisf fiddas. % From the 40 feddans come 3,320 nisf fiddas. The income from
each feddan is 83 nisf fiddas. The income of the 35 feddans is 2,485 nisf fiddas. The
income of each feddan is 71 [23] nisf fiddas. The salary allowed from the slaughterhouse
is 25,200 nisf fiddas. The monthly income is 2,100 nisf fiddas and the daily income is
70 nisf fiddas in addition to the amount deducted for the multazim of the slaughterhouse,
which is 30 nisf fiddas monthly, as is customary.

This is a legal waqf and provision. It cannot be sold, given away, mortgaged or
exchanged, in whole or in part. It must remain [24] forever as it is, according to its
stipulations, dedicated to the goals which will be described, until Allah inherits the
earth and everything in it, for He is the best of inheritors.

The agent described above established a waqgf for the aforementioned (Shahin
Ahmad Agha) in order to do good and as a means of drawing near (to Allah) without
expecting a reward. 70 Every year there should be spent from the income of the waqgf
2400 nisf fiddas to fill the sahrij up to its mouth with water from the Nile at the time
of Tuba.?! There should be spent annually for the wages of the person responsible
for the muzammala [25] 600 nisf fiddas, or 50 nisf fiddas monthly. There should be
spent annually for the sahrij’s equipment, for ropes, buckets, towels, jars, mugs, incense,
sponges, brooms, and for emptying it every year (for cleaning), 450 nisf fiddas, that is,
37 1/4 nisf fiddas monthly.

There shall be spent for the salary of the supervisor of the waqgf 3,600 [26] nisf
fiddas annually, that is, 10 nisf fiddas daily. The salary of the clerk for the waqf shall
be 1800 nisf fiddas annually, or 5 nisf fiddas daily. There shall be spent for the shadd
and the jabi of the waqf 720 nisf fiddas annually. The shadd shall receive 360 nisf fiddas
annually and the jabi shall receive 360 nisf fiddas annually, [27] that is, 30 nisf fiddas
monthly. 72

The teacher (mu’addib) of the children shall receive 720 nisf fiddas annually, that
is, 60 nisf fiddas monthly. The assistant (‘arif al-aifal) will receive 360 nisf fiddas
annually, that is, 30 nisf fiddas monthly. There shall be spent for 10 young orphans
who will study in the maktab from sunrise to the “asr prayer, [28] except for Friday

69. Nisf fidda was the colloquial Egyptian term
for the official Ottoman silver para. Nisf fiddas,
or paras were grouped into purses (kis, akyas).
The Egyptian < purse >’ equalled 25,000 rnisf
fiddas. Forty nisf fiddas equalled one girsh
(piaster). See Raymond, Artisans et Commer-
cants, Vol. I, 34-35.

70. It appears, therefore, that Shahin Agha was
not present in Cairo when his awqaf were created.

71. Many waqf documentsstipulate that the sahrij
was to be filled once a year during the Coptic
month of Tuba, for this was the period when the
Nile waters were the most free of sediment.

72. The supervisor of a waqgf was the chief
administrator reponsible for the waqf’s wellbeing
and for the disbursement of its benefits. The
day-to-day activities of the waqf were carried
out by a number of officials under his authority.
The mubashir kept the accounts. The shadd
supervised the activities of the workers. The
jabi collected rents belonging to the waqf. On
the administrators serving awqaf see Muhammad
Muhammad Amin, al-Awgaf wa al-Hayah
al-Ijitima‘iyya fi Misr: 648-923/1250-1517 (Cairo:
1980), 303-320.
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of every week, the sum of 1800 nisf fiddas, that is, each orphan will receive 180 nisf
fiddas annually, or 15 nisf fiddas monthly. Whenever any of them reaches adulthood
he shall be dismissed and another enrolled in his place.

There shall be a daily disbursement for the price of cakes of bread, for 40 well baked
raghifs, the weight of each raghif being half a ratl. [29] For the teacher, four raghifs;
for the assitant, three raghifs; for the muzammalati, three raghifs; for the 10 orphans,
30 raghifs, that is, for each orphan three raghifs. The amount (spent) for that bread
annually shall be 1800 nisf fiddas, that is, five nisf fiddas daily.

There shall be spent for the orphans, the teacher, and for the assistant (to buy)
Manzalawi cloth, rough cotton cloth from Tanan, white and clean, for thin white cotton
cloth (bafta shami), for the white cotton skullcaps and scarves, [30] the sum of 1200
nisf fiddas annually, that is, for each orphan, for Manzalawi cloth and undergarments,
for bafta, for scarves, and skullcaps, in the sufficient amount as is customary.

There shall be spent for the hikr ™ of the above-mentioned empty plot, paid to its
waqf, the annual sum of 36 nisf copper (coins), or 27 nisf fiddas.

Whatever remains from the income of the waqf after all expenditures (have been
made) shall be spent for the waqf itself and its maintenance and welfare. The donor
shall supervise [31] his wagf during his lifetime, may Allah grant him a good and long
life. After his death (this surplus) shall be distributed to his freed slaves, both male
and female equally, that is, the males and females equally, then after their deaths to
their descendants, generation after generation.”™ If one of them dies, having left a
son or grandson, his share shall go to his son, [32] or his grandson, or great-grandson.
But if he has no son or grandson, his share will go to one of equal rank. If all of
them perish and death overcomes them all, and none of them exists any longer anywhere
on earth, the surplus of the waqf after the above-mentioned expenses and maintenance
are paid shall be given as benefit to the haramayn al-sharifayn, that is, the noble sanc-
tuary of Mecca al-Mukarrama and the noble sanctuary of Medina al-Munawwara,
whose master (is Muhammad), may Allah bless him and grant him salvation. If it is
impossible to spend on one of them, the amount will go to the other. If it is impossible
to spend on either of them, may Allah not allow that, [33] it shall be distributed to
the poor and unfortunate in any place, or wherever they are found, as the supervisor
thinks best.

The agent stipulated on behalf of the donor the stipulations written here and
affirmed that they must be obeyed. Among them, (the donor) stipulated that the supervision

73. Hikr is the long term lease of waqf prop-
erty, usually for a large down payment and
small annual rents. The lease may run for 99
lunar years, at which time it can be renewed.
A tenant may build on leased waqgf land and the
new construction becomes his to bequeth or sell.
The land, however, always remains part of the

<« Wakf >’ in the Encyclopaedia of Islam.

74. In making this stipulation, which is very
common in such awgaf from Egypt, the donor
stipulated that his male and female slaves would
share equally. This waqf device became a major
method to get around those Islamic inheritance
laws that assigned women only half the share

original waqgf, unless it is exchanged. See of men.
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and responsibility for this waqgf shall be his during his lifetime. May Allah grant
him a long life. The donor has the right to add people to it, to change agents or
executors, giving (these functions) to whomever he wishes whenever he wishes. [34] He
also stipulated the right to add to or subtract (from the waqf), to change it or alter it
during his lifetime. After his death no one has the right to make changes in it. After
him, the supervision and executorship of the waqf will go to the eldest, then the next
eldest, of the freed slaves of the donor, then to their sons or grandsons or descendants,
generation after generation, as explained before. When they all perish, the supervision
of the waqf [35] and its executorship shall be given to the current supervisor of the
(awqaf of) al-haramayn al-sharifayn in Cairo.

He stipulated that appointment to the aforementioned positions shall be the right
of the supervisor of the waqf, now and forever. The prime responsibility of the super-
visor is to preserve the wagf, to maintain and prolong it, and to increase its income,
even if he has to spend all the waqf’s income (to achieve that).

After all this was completed the donor released his ownership of his waqf [36] and
transferred the supervision and its executorship to a legal supervisor (mutawalli) who
would manage its income and expenditures. The supervisor confirmed that he received
it free of anything that would make its transfer illegal. It occurred to the agent that
the donor wanted to withdraw the wagfiyya and to reclaim the property on the basis
that it is not binding according to the saying of the imam Abu Hanifa al-Nu'man. 7
[37] The supervisor countered that the waqf is binding according to the sayings of the
two imams Abi Yusuf and Muhammad ibn Hasan (al-Shaybani). 77 They disputed that
at length before our master the shar® judge and both of them asked what the noble
law required in this regard. He agreed (to consider the question) and after much thought
undertook an unequivocable position in the dispute. He found (in matters) relating
[38] to waqf strong support and an obvious preponderance (of facts); it was proved
to him that what had been attributed by the agent of the donor relating to the waqf

75. Since the supervisor of the awgaf in Egypt 77. Abu Yusuf is the judge Ya‘'qub ibn

belonging to the haramayn was an agha sent
from Istanbul, Shahin Ahmad Agha was hoping
to keep the supervision of his waqf within this
group of dar al-sa‘ada aghas.

76. Abu Hanifa al-Nu‘'man ibn Thabit al-Kufi
(80-150 A.H.) was the founder of the Hanafi
madhhab, one of the four schools of Sunni inter-
pretation of the religious law. See Ibn al-‘Imad
al-Hanbali, Shazarat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar Man
Dhahab (Beirut : Dar al-Masira, 1979), Vol. I, 227-
230; Encyclopaedia of Islam. The process described
here was to test, or challenge, the wagf. When the
judge declared it to be sound, the wagf was consi-
dered secure and could not be challenged again.

Ibrahim ibn Habib al-Ansari (113-182 A.H.).
Al-Shaybani is Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn
Farqad (131-189 A.H.). Both were the most
famous students of Abu Hanifa Nu‘man and
cofounders of the Hanafi school of figh. Abu
Yusuf was the judge of Baghdad and the first
to carry the title gadi al-quda (chief judge).
Al-Shaybani was the judge of Raqga during the
period of Harun al-Rashid. See Ibn Qatlubgha
Abu al-*‘Adl Zayn al-Din Qasim, Taj al-Tarajim
fi Tabaqat al-Hanafiyya (Baghdad: 1962), 54; 81.
See also Ibn al-‘Imad, Shazarat al-Dhahab, Vol. 1,
298, 321-322; Encyclopaedia of Islam.
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and its stipulations, because they were properly issued according to the testimony of
its witnesses, (is) legally binding, may Allah support his judgments, and that the waqf
is sound and obligatory. [39] It is legally confirmed.

Knowing the difference of opinion among the noble imams, he made a legal judgment,
then signed it in the legal manner and executed its legal conditions and legal require-
ments which are legal claims issued by (the judge) in the prescribed manner. He
considered what had to be considered, so this waqf is completed, [40] its rules must
be obeyed and it became one of Allah’s laudable waqfs. (Allah) will defend it with
His strength. No one who believes in Allah and the last day, who knows that he is
going to his generous Lord, should try to change or abrogate it, or to void any part
of it. Whoever does that will be wanted, and held to account by Allah. [41] He will
be judged for his deed on the last day, the day in which Allah will be the judge among
the worshippers, ¢ The day when their excuse availeth not the evil-doers, and theirs is
the curse, and theirs the ill abode.”” (Qur’an, Sura XL, 52) ¢ And whoso changeth
(the will) after he hath heard it — the sin thereof is only upon those who change it.
Lo! Allah is Hearer, Knower. > (Qur’an, Sura II, 181) But he who facilitates and
prolongs its expenses, Allah will cool his bed and dictate his proof [42] and make his
final resort and return safe. He will place him among the secure and joyful, the
triumphant through Allah’s mercy.

He testified all this himself on the blessed day of 10 Shawwal 1086 of the Zijra of
the Prophet, on him the best of blessings, [43] and upon his family and companions.
There is no power and no strength save in Allah, His exalted majesty. Allah is the

best and sufficient agent.

WITNESSES
Testifies for the judge Testifies for the judge He testifies Shaykh
‘Abdallah al-Qusuni Mahfuz al-Wasimi ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Khalwati
Recorded in the sijill I testify to this.

Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Wafa’i

Praise to Allah, the One. Praise to Allah, the One.

1 know its contents are legal, certified Dby its I know its contents are legal and I executed it.
witnesses, and I executed it legally. Written by Written by al-Sayyid Abu al-Nasr al-Hasani, may
Ishag Abu al-Hasan al-Maliki al-Azhari. Allah forgive him.

Witnessed for the judge Witnessed for the judge Witnessed for the judge
Tbrahim al-Damijamuni Tbrahim al-Bashari ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Wafa’i
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ILHAQ

Court: Jami® al-Qusun
Date: 1 Dhu al-Hijja 1087
Ministry of Awgaf Document Number 1939

This is an authentic addition; it must be considered true and legal. [45] It was
witnessed and recorded in the shari‘a court of the mosque of al-Qusun in Cairo ... in
the presence of ... [46] our master Ahmad Efendi, ® the Hanafi shari‘a judge whose
signature is above. . The following has been recorded. The wakil of ... our master
[47] Shahin Ahmad Agha the most illustrious of the aghas of dar al-sa’ ada (in Istanbul),
is ... the amir ‘Ali Agha ibn “Umar, one of the a’yan of the Mutafarriqa ... in
the diwan of Cairo. His agency on behalf of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha is
certified ... before our master the judge [48] by the witnesses, (who are) ... the amir
Yusuf ibn ‘Abdallah, from the ta’ifat (corps) of the Cerakise, the former khazindar of
Shahin Ahmad Agha, and ... the amir ‘Uthman,” the former sagqa bashi® for the
poor pilgrims (sahaba) (on the charge) of our master Sultan Ahmad, the follower of
our master Shahin Ahmad Agha. (These witnesses) legally certified that ("Ali Agha
ibn “Umar) is of sound mind and body and has free choice. [49] He freely chooses,
on the basis of his representation (of Shahin Ahmad Agha) to endow all the building
which has been newly constructed on the Aikr land belonging to the wagf of the deceased
Maghlabey al-Zardakash 8! which is located in Khatt Qusun in the Aleppo Lane (Zugag
Halab) ® next to the well and basins which are there, near to (50) the furnace of the
women’s bathhouse (hammam) % in the Qusun district. (This is) according to the legal
document issued by this court and signed by our master Ahmad Efendi, the Hanafi
shari‘a judge mentioned above, and dated 6 Sha’ban 1087 (14 October 1676).

It includes a new eastern and northern facade of hewn red stone surmounted by
a stone overhang which will support [51] two structures (makanayn) which will become
part of this waqf (and will include) their benefits and what goes with that.

As noted in the previously mentioned document, its four boundaries are as follows.
The southern boundary ends at the makan of the amir Sha‘ban Agha al-Dughanji, the
former Mutafarriga bashi®* in Cairo. The northern boundary ends at the lane [52] in

“Jes Bains Publics

78. This judge remains unidentified.

79. This amir remains unidentified.

80. The saqqa bashi was reponsible for ensuring
the water supply which the Sultan Ahmad waqf
provided for the pilgrims accompanying the hajj
caravan to the haramayn.

81. This individual cannot be identified.

82. Magqrizi, al-Khitat, Vol. II, 23, identifies this
lane outside the Bab Zuwayla by the same name
in his day. It was a residential area for soldiers.

83. André Raymond,
au Caire a la Fin du XVIII® Siécle,’ An.
Isl. VIII (1969), 136, notes that this Aammam
for women, known as the Hammam Qusun,
no longer existed at the end of the eighteenth
century.

84. The Mutafarriga bashi was the chief officer
in command of the Mutafarriga corps. See
ft. 39.
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which this building stands. In this boundary is the facade and a door. The eastern
boundary ends at the street. The western boundary ends at the residence of the amir
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Asmar, known as the khazindar of the deceased Kan‘an Bey, mir
al-liwa’, 8 the former ga’immaqam.® Concerning those boundaries and rights and
details, everything is legally known.

(Also endowed) is all of a building in the Khatt al-Madabigh al-Qadima (street of
the old tanneries) 87 inside Darb [53] al-Nuqqaliyyin 8 next to the mausoleum # known
to have been constructed by Shahin Ahmad Agha ... and next to the residence of
al-Hajj Futuh al-Tabbakh and the residence of Muhammad al-Khaymi in front of the
house of the gadi “Abd al-Rahman al-Akhtabi, the supervisor (mubashir) of the waqf
of al-Dashisha al-Kubra. 9 1t is well known in its district. The rental of its land is
for 90 consecutive hijri years from the first day of Dhu al-Hijja 1087 (4 February 1677).
[54] The land belongs to the waqf of the deceased Muhammad Kasbey. Everything

to be constructed within those boundaries will be part of this wagqf.
(Also endowed) are all of 24 feddans of good soil (tin sawad) in the district of

Shubramint in Ghiza Province.

All this belongs to (Shahin Ahmad Agha) by its legal

description. This land [55] is the private property of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha;

it is his to dispose of up to this date.

He purchased it from the amir Ahmad ibn

Salim Corbaji, 9 a member of the fa’ifat Mustahfazan 9 in the Cairo citadel, who is
known as the katkhuda of the deceased Burhan al-Din Efendi, % the naqib al-sadah

85. Mir al-liwa’ is a shortened form of amir
al-liwa’ al-sharif al-sultani (commander of the
sultan’s noble banner). It is the Arabic equiv-
alent of the Ottoman sanjaq bey. See Encyclo-
paedia of Islam.

86. The ga’immagam exercised all the authority
of the governor in his absence, or upon his
deposition. After 1604 this office was usually
held by mamluk sanjag bey. See < Kaim-makam >’
in Encyclopaedia of Islam, and Shaw, Organiz-
ation, 53; 56-57; 135.

87. Because of the offensive odors they gave
off and because of continuing population press-
ure on the area between Bab Zuwayla and the
Ibn Tulun-Sultan Hasan district, the tanneries in
the vicinity of the Birkat al-Fil (see fts 8, 57)
were moved across the main canal to the area of
Bab al-Lug. On the move of the old tanneries
to Bab al-Luq, see Raymond, Artisans et Com-
mergants, Vol. I, 327-328.

88. The Khatt al-Madabigh al-Qadima is the
first street on the right in Suq al-‘Asir Street
and connects to the Darb al-Nuggaliyyin. ‘Ali
Mubarak, al-Khitat al-Tawfigiyya al-Jadida, Vol. 3,

239-240, said that the tanneries were moved in
1865 to Old Cairo.

89. It is clear from this sentence that Shahin
Ahmad Agha constructed a mausoleum for
himself near his residence. He was actually
buried in his mausoleum along with Yusuf
Katkhuda °“Azaban, but the latter was later
re-buried in his own mausoleum inside his mosque
in the Mouski. See Ahmad Shalabi, Awdah
al-Isharat, 626.

90. The Dashisha al-Kubra waqf united a large
number of lucrative awqaf from the Mamluk and
Ottoman periods. By the end of the eighteenth
century it was sending 1,907,765 paras and
33,333 1/3 ardabbs of grain annually to the
haramayn. See Shaw, French Revolution, 155-156.
See also ft. 48.

91. This amir remains unidentified.

92. The Mustahfazan regiment, with its bar-
racks in the upper citadel and its control of the
most lucrative mugata‘at, was the dominant corps
in Egypt. See Shaw, French Revolution, 90-93.

93. This individual remains unknown, but
from his title it is certain that he was a Turk.
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al-ashraf®* in Cairo, as it is certified in the document whose date is mentioned
above.

[56] The land of the second makan is next to the sahrij known as the construction
of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha and is part of the wagf of the deceased Muhammad
Kasbey. The building on this land is the private property of our master Shahin Ahmad
Agha. The rent of this land and the sale of the debris of this building is the responsi-
bility of the supervisor (nazir) of the waqf (of Muhammad Kasbey). He is “Ali Celebi
ibn Sha'ban Corbaji of the fa’ifat Cerakise. (All this) is detailed and described in the
rental agreement issued by the court [57] of Jami® al-Malik al-Salih in Cairo with the
permission of the present shaykh al-Islam % in Cairo and dated 13 Dhu al-Qa‘da (1087
A.H). The above-mentioned land is his private property according to the fazkira
diwaniyya % in Turkish, fully stamped and signed, and dated the 16th of the month
mentioned below.

This is a true and legal waqf. [58] It may not be sold or given away, mortgaged
or exchanged. According to its stipulations, it must be forever devoted to its pur-
poses, which will be mentioned, or until Allah inherits the earth, for He is the best of
inheritors.

The wakil mentioned above devoted the wagf of (Shahin Ahmad Agha) for the
benefit of the sahrij constructed by our master Shahin Ahmad Agha located in Khatt
al-Madabigh al-Qadima near the secondary [59] door of the Qusun mosque in front
of the new mill in the open space in the street Jeading to the Da’udiyya mosque, and
for the maktab above the sahrij as it is detailed in the waqf document of that maktab
sahrij, etc., issued by this court on the 10th of Shawwal 1086. He added the income
of the above-mentioned makan and land to the waqf of the above-mentioned sa/rij and

the ‘qadi ‘askar (military judge), or the shaykh
al-Islam. He presided over a judicial system divi-

94. Descendants of the Prophet through his
daughter Fatima and her husband °‘Ali were

called ashraf (sing., sharif) or sadat (sing. sayyid)
and enjoyed a special position in Muslim society.
They were organized into large societies to ad-
vance their interests and to maintain their privi-
leges. In the Ottoman Empire a naqib al-ashraf
(supervisor of the descendants of the Prophet)
appointed provincial nagibs to administer their
affairs in that province. The Ottomans nomi-
nated a Turkish naqib al-ashraf until a represen-
tative of the powerful Egyptian Sadat family
obtained the office about the middle of the
eighteenth century. From 1762-1763 members of
the rival al-Bakri family held this office, with
only a few interruptions, until the early twentieth
century. See Shaw, French Revolution, 103-104.

95. The chief Ottoman judge, who was the
Hanafi chief gadi, was known as the gadi al-quda,

ded into 36 judicial districts, each of which was
supervised by an Ottoman appointed (Turkish)
judge. These judges in turn appointed deputies
(na’ibs), usually Arabic speaking, to act on their
behalf or to subsidiary courts within their dis-
tricts. On the judicial system in Ottoman Egypt,
see Galal El-Nahal, The Judicial Administration
of Ottoman Egypt in the Seventeenth Century.
96. The tazkira diwaniyya was the receipt from
the governor’s diwan which was given to any
person having the right to claim an allowance
from the treasury. The tazkirji was the official
from the ruznama department who prepared
these receipts. See Layla ‘Abd al-Latif Ahmad,
al-Idara, 312-313; 442, and by the same author,
Ta'rikh wa Mu’arrikhu Misr wa al-Sham Ibban
al-*Asr al-"Uthmani (Cairo: al-Khanji, 1980), 46.

8
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maktab to provide water, garments for the orphans, for their rations (jaraya) and other
expenses, [60] as it is stated in the above-mentioned waqf document, without any modi-
fications (from the previous wagf).

The wakil, acting as agent for our master Shahin Ahmad Agha, endowed the wagqf,
which includes all the building constructed on the Aikr land located in Cairo in Khatt
Qusun overlooking Birkat al-Fil 7 and known as the residence of our master Shahin
[61] Ahmad Agha. It is on the main street. According to its waqf document, which
is a rolled document, it was issued from al-Bab al-“Ali in Cairo and signed by the Shaykh
al-Islam, our master Muhammad Efendi, the judge in Cairo at that time, on 11 Shawwal
1072 (30 May 1662).

It includes the southern facade of hewn stone. In it is an arched gateway closed
by a single wooden door [62] of fine wood. It leads to an unroofed courtyard. Inside
it, on the left, are four rooms and a kiosk (above), which overlooks the facade and
the door. Facing the (person entering) the courtyard are two storerooms for the pantry
and next to them is a kitchen and a staircase leading to two rooms above the already
mentioned two storerooms. The rest of the staircase leads to four rooms.

In the courtyard, next to the staircase, is a stable [63] for 20 horses. Also in that
courtyard is a storage room facing the interior. Above it is a reception room (maq‘ad)
having two columns and three arches. (That mag‘ad) leads to two rooms, one of which
overlooks the garden, the second of which overlooks the unroofed courtyard. Next to
the door of the reception room are two storerooms.

Inside the courtyard are a basin, well, and a sagiyya. % Next to the reception
hall, on the left, is an arched doorway closed by a single leaf of fine wood. It leads
to a garden with grapevines, [64] bitter oranges, apples, and flowers. (The garden)
has a well, a gazebo, and a closet (taz) with a wooden balastrade.

On the right side of the one entering the above-mentioned doorway is another door
Jeading to a reception area paved in colored marble. It has two small iwans® and

97. The Birkat al-Fil, an area between Cairo al-Qahira al-*Uthmaniyya (Cairo: al-Madbuli,

and Fustat, had become the most aristocratic
district of Cairo during the period when the
grandees built their residences around the shore
of its pond. For eight months of the year the
Birkat al-Fil held water, then was turned into a
garden for four months until the rising waters
of the Nile could be diverted once again into its
basin to transform it back into a pond. Raymond
remarks that 40 9 of the aristocrats lived around
its shores in the 18th century. See al-Magrizi,
al-Khitat, Vol. II, 163-164; Ibn Zahira, al-Fada’il
al-Bahira fi Mahasin Misr al-Qahira (Cairo:
1969), 209; Raymond, al-Ta'rikh al-Ijtima’i li
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98. A sagiyya is a water wheel used to raise
water, frequently from a well. Many Ottoman
houses, especially those with gardens, had such
wheels, turned by animals, in their grounds. The
bir sagiyya is a well with a water wheel.

99. Iwan is a Persian word meaning upper hall,
or summer chamber, with an open front. This
description describes the iwans of either schools
or residences. Documents call the small iwan,
which is like a niche, a sidilla. See ‘Abd
al-Rahman Zaki, Mawsu'at Madinat al-Qahira,
p. 18. See also Su‘ad Maher, Masajid Misr (Cairo:
1980), Vol. 1V, 19; Encyclopaedia of Islam.
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three recessed windows overlooking the Birkat al-Fil. One of them leads to a fakhta-
bush 19 on the northern side which overlooks the Birka.

The reception area has two marble columns and three arches, and a wooden bala-
strade. [65] It is paved with kiddan tiles. It leads on the right to a kiosk overlooking
Birkat al-Fil. On the left is a door leading to a hall (ga’a) having two iwans and a
durr ga’a 1! paved in colored marble. Facing the main iwan is a windowsill overlooking
the Birka and two sidillas, 1® one on each side (of the window). One overlooks the
Birka and leads to the takhtabush and the bedroom, which has another takhtabush.
[66] The second sidalla has a window overlooking the reception area. In the durr ga’a
is a door leading to a small hall known as a weapons storeroom.

In the courtyard is a door leading to an upper hall having two iwans, a durr qa‘a,
and two sidillas overlooking the Birka, and to four rooms, a kitchen and a niche for jars.

(The wagf includes) all the benefits, appurtenances, rights and dependencies deli-
mited by four boundaries.

The southern boundary ends at the lane [67] overlooking Birkat al-Fil. That
boundary has a facade and the (main) door. The northern boundary ends at the Birka.
The eastern boundary ends at the house of the amir Hasan Jawish. Its correct des-
cription is that part of it ends at the sahrij known as the construction and wagf of
the daughter of Sulayman Efendi;'%® the rest of that boundary ends at the makan
(formerly) known as her residence, but known now as the residence of our master
‘Abd al-Wahhab Efendi, the former ga’immaqgam in Cairo. The western boundary ends
at the makan of “Abd al-Wahhab Efendi [68] but is better known as ending at (the
makan of) the amir Hasan Jawish.

(The waqf includes) everything inside its boundaries, including its boundaries, rights,
and everything relating to it.

Our master Shahin Ahmad Agha stipulated in the wagf (comprising) his residence
whose boundaries have been described above that he has the right to add or subtract
from it, to change it, exchange it, or sell it during his lifetime. After his death no one
has the right to undertake any of these (transactions). [69] That has been communicated
to our master the judge in a legal manner.

It occurred to the above-mentioned wakil, who represents our master Shahin Ahmad
Agha, to join the income of the wagqf of the large residence mentioned above to the

100. From the Persian word takhta, meaning
an elevated platform surrounded by a parapet and
provided with posts. The term was also used to
describe an open hall. The fakhtabush was open
on opposite sides and generally used as a summer
sitting area. See Tawfig Ahmad ‘Abd al-Jawwad,
Ta’rikh al-"Imara wa al-Funun al-Islamiyya (Cairo:
1970), 199. See also Redhouse, Turkish-English
Lexicon (Beirut: Librairie du Liban, 1987), 513.

101, The durr qa‘a is that part of the floor
between the doorway and the opposite wall. Tt

is usually 4-5 inches lower than the rest of the
room.

102. The sidallas are the raised areas found
around  the sides of a room divided by a durr
ga‘a. Sidallas are usually backed by a window.
Larger sidallas are called iwans. See Edward
Lane, The Manners and Customs of the Modern
Egyptians (London: 1860), 11-13.

103. Their identities cannot be established
without knowing more about their connections
or positions held.
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income of the other endowed buildings mentioned earlier after (paying) the expenses
and the hikr rent for the large residence, which are explained in his wagf whose date
is mentioned above, [70] for the support of the benefits of the sahrij and maktab men-
tioned above. This is added to his previous wagqf (property) adjoining the above-
mentioned sahrij, as are the utlags which have been endowed by the wakil on behalf of
(Shahin Ahmad Agha) in the wagf issued from this court on the date mentioned above.
[71] It is a legal addition (to the previous wagqf).

There should be paid from the income of the endowed buildings mentioned above
the rent towards the hikr of the newly built residence located in the Zuqaq Halab,
whose land belongs to the waqf of the deceased Maghlabey al-Zardakash. It amounts
to 10 new nisf copper (coins) monthly. The rent for the land [72] adjoining the sahrij
belonging to the wagf of the deceased Muhammad Kasbey is 6 qurush!® annually,
which means 1/2 girsh monthly. The hikr rent for the large residence overlooking Birkat
al-Fil which is the residence of our master the donor is paid to the following three
awqgaf and amounts annually [73] to 47 silver qurush; for the wagf of the deceased
Anis Bey, 14 qurush annually; for the waqf of the deceased Janim al-Zardakash, 7
qurush annually, as it is stipulated relating to the above-mentioned large residence; and
25 qurush annually for the waqf of the deceased “Abd al-Rahman Efendi, [74] as is
customary. These are the hikr rents of the three awgaf whose mention was promised
above.

There shall be paid a salary to four Qur’an reciters in the large residence over-
looking Birkat al-Fil, which is the residence of our master the donor. As compensation
for their recitation every day beginning at sunrise of as much as they can recite from
the blessed Qur’an (they shall be paid) 60 nisf fidda-s, or their equivalent at the time of
payment. They shall conclude their recitation with the Surat al-Ikhlas and al-Mi‘wathitayn
and [75] the Fatiha.1% They will dedicate the reward of that to the Prophet (Allah
bless him), to all previous prophets, and to our master the donor during his lifetime
and to his soul after his death, then to his freed slaves and all deceased Muslims.
All this is stated in the wagf document of the above-mentioned large residence.

All the unspent [76] income from the combined wagf, both this one and the
previous one, after the expenses for the sahrij, its filling with water, the expenses for
the maktab, the clothes for the orphans, for their rations and stipends, for the children’s
teacher, his assistant, for the muzammalati, for the salaries of the supervisor, the
mubashir, and the shadd, for the rent collector and other expenses, as they are stipulated
in detail in the wagf document issued from this court whose date is mentioned above
have all been paid, as well as the expenses for the maintenance of the wagf, our master
Shahin Ahmad Agha the donor [77] has the right to dispose of himself during his

104. The silver girsh (pl., qurush) was equivalent The Fatiha, or opening verse, is perhaps the

to 40 nisf fiddas/paras in Egypt. most oft-repeated verse of the Qur’an. The
105. The Surat al-Ikhlas, verse 92, is one of Mi‘wathitayn are the last two verses of the
the shortest and oft-quoted verses of the Qur’an. Qur’an, verses 113-114.
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lifetime (may Allah grant him a long and successful life), then after his death (the
unspent remainder) will be distributed to his freed slaves, male and female, equally,
and after them to their children and grandchildren, and to their descendants, rank after
rank, generation after generation. If one of them dies having left a child or grandchiid,
[78] his portion shall go to his child or grandchild, even his if it is the child of his
daughter. If he has left no child or grandchild, his portion will be distributed among those
equal in rank, If they all perish and death overcomes them all and the earth is free of
them entirely, the remaining unspent income of the wagf, after all expenses of the wagq f
have been paid, including its maintenance and repair, shall be spent on the welfare of the
haramayn al-sharifayn, that is, the haram at Mecca and the haram [79] at Medina. ... If
it is impossible to spend for one, (the surplus) shall be spent for the other. If it is
impossible to spend for either of them (may Allah not allow that), it shall be distributed
to the poor and unfortunate wherever they are as the supervisor sees fit and as best
he can.

The wakil stipulated on behalf of the donor the stipulations recorded here, [80] and
affirmed that they must be obeyed. Among them (the donor) stipulated that the super-
vision of his wagf and the responsibility for it shall be his during his lifetime (may
Allah grant him a long life). The donor has the right to change agents, or executors,
and to assign these to whomever, or whenever he chooses. He also stipulated the right
to add or deduct (from the wagqf), to change or exchange it, to grant or to withhold,
during his lifetime. After his death no one has the right to make changes in it. After
him, the supervision of the large residence overlooking Birkat al-Fil, which is the

. residence of our master the donor, shall go alone to his katkhuda, the amir “Ali Agha
ibn “Umar, the above-mentioned wakil, during his lifetime, then after his death it will
be assumed by the eldest, then the next eldest, of the freed slaves of the donor, as is
stipulated in the wagf for that house issued by al-Bab al-"Ali court on the date mentioned
above along with the other endowed buildings, [82] then to their sons or grandsons or
descendants, as explained before. When they all perish, the supervision of the wagf
and its executorship will go to the current razir al-haramayn 1% in Cairo.

He stipulated that the appointment to the aforementioned positions shall be the
right of the supervisor of the wagqf, now and forever. The first responsibility of the
supervisor is to preserve the wagqf, to maintain and [83] prolong it, and to increase its
income, even if he has to spend all the waqf’s income. [The rest of the document
follows the wording of the original waqf precisely for the next seven pages].

[89] This was issued in the presence of al-Amir Musa, katkhuda of the deceased
Ali Agha Dar al-Sa‘ada and the former shaykh al-haram al-sharif al-nabawi; ... al-Amir
Hasan, one of the a’yan of the Mutafarriqa, the retainer of the deceased “Ali Agha; ...
al-Amir Mustafa Agha, the khazindar of the deceased °‘Ali Agha; ... [90] al-Amir

106. Once again, Shahin Ahmad Agha is by another agha of the dar al-sa‘ada in Istanbul,
trying to guarantee that when the families of not by one of the local Mamluk amirs.
all his slaves die out, his waqf shall be supervised

8 A
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Ishaq ibn ‘Abdallah, one of the Mutafarriqa amirs and retainer of the deceased ‘Ali
Agha, shaykh of the already mentioned haram; ... al-Amir Hasan ibn “Abdallah from
the fa’ifat Tefenkjiyan in Cairo, who is the retainer of our master Suleiman Efendi,
the present muhasibji in the diwan al-"ali in Cairo; ... al-Amir Muhammad ibn “Abdallah
of the Mutafarriqa (corps), the retainer of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha; [91] ...
al-Amir “Umar ibn “Abdallah, the present khazindar of our master Shahin Ahmad Agha.
They acknowledge all this legally. (The wakil) testifies to that himself and all that has
been (legally) witnessed on the first day of Dhu al-Hijja, the last month of the year 1087.

Allah is the sufficient and best agent (wakil).
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Pl 15

-~

Sabil-Kuttab and the Facade of the House constructed
by Shahin Ahmad Agha in Mukhtar Basha Street.
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Pl 16

a. Sabil-Kuttab and remains of one of the
two makans of Shahin Ahmad Agha.

b. Harat al-Madabigh al-Qadima now
begins at Muhammad ‘Ali Street.
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Pl. 17

a. Sabil-Kuttab of Shahin Ahmad Agha. b. Remains of one of the two makans.
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