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+ ABSTRACT

Nubian Arabic Documents from the 6th—9th/12th—15th Centuries

Lower Nubia had historically been an important crossroad for the exchange of people,
ideas, and goods between Egypt and Africa. However, there is little information known on
its political, economic, and social history during the Islamic era. After most of this region was
drowned as a result of the High Dam construction, the only source from which one can learn
more about its history is the documents that were discovered during the excavations that had
taken place before it sank, the majority of which remains unstudied until now.

This article edits and studies four unpublished documents that were discovered in
Qasr Ibrim; all date to the 6th—9th AH/12th—15th AD centuries. These documents record
some names of the kings of this territory.

Keywords: Bana al-Kanz, Nubia, Maris, Qasr Ibrim, Mamluk era, documents

+ RESUME

Documents arabes de Nubie des vic-1x°/x1r-xv* siécles

La Basse-Nubie a été, tout au long de I'histoire, une région importante pour la circulation des
personnes, des idées et des biens entre I'Egypte et ' Afrique. Cependant, son histoire politique,
économique et sociale a I'époque islamique demeure peu connue. Aprés la submersion de la
majeure partie de son territoire A la suite de la construction du haut barrage, la seule source
permettant d’en savoir plus sur son histoire est constituée des documents découverts lors des
fouilles qui y ont été effectuées avant qu'elle ne soit submergée et dont la plupart n'ont pas
encore été A ce jour étudiés.

Cet article publie pour la premiére fois quatre documents datés de vi-1x*/x11°-xv* siécles,
découverts 2 Qasr Ibrim et qui contiennent les des noms de souverains de cette région.

Mots-clés: Banu al-Kanz, Nubie, Maris, Qasr Ibrim, époque mamelouke, documents
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P.Cair.Arab. III 176, dated 3rd—4th/9th—10th centuries, province unknown (Egypt); Chrest.Khoury I 78,
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province al-USmiinayn; P.Vind.Arab. III 71, dated sth/11th century, province unknown (Egypt); P.Vind.
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Chrest.Khoury II 31, dated 7th—8th/13th—14th centuries, province al-USmanayn.

P.Ryl.Arab. I ] 13.6, dated 3rd—4th/10th—11th centuries, province Ansina .4Y

.P.Vind.Arab. III 5.7—-8, dated 9th/15th century; province unknown (Lower Egypt) 1Y

P.Vind.Arab. III 72.3, dated sth/11th century, province unknown (Egypt) .4¢

P.Vind.Arab. III 74.4, dated sth/11th century, province unknown (Egypt) .4e

P.Vind.Arab. III 78 verso.4, dated 7th—8th/13th—14th centuries, province al-USmanayn .4%

P.Vind.Arab. III 79.6, dated 7th—8th/13th—14th centuries, province al-U§munayn .1V
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P.MuslimState 5.7, dated 111-133/730—750, province unknown (al-Fayyim); P.Heid.Arab. II recto 15, +A4
dated 3rd/oth century, province unknown (Egypt); P.Vind.Arab. III 32recto 12, dated 5th—6th/11th—12th,
province al-U$manayn.
oty bl ¢ ) a1 ) LS ey 2 31T plaseal B eds e e ) o ol oS4
https://cald.irht.cnrs.fr/php/search.php : L) le (Islamic Law Materialized) s O O gy e
P.TillierFustat 2.3, dated 168—177/785—793, province al-Fustat; P.ThungWrittenObligations 3.5, +4)
dated 290/903, province unknown (Egypt).
P.David-WeillLouvre 14.6, dated 256/870, province unknown (Egypt) .4y
P.MariageSeparation 50.7, dated 689/1290—1291, province Damascus .4V
P.SourdelDeuxActes 2.1, dated 6th-8th/12th—14th centuries, province Damascus; P.Ardabil 10 recto 2, 4%
dated 609/1213, province Ardabil.
P.LittlePurchaseDeeds 5.9, dated 795/1393, province Jerusalem; P.MolinaLopezNuevoFondo 3.8, .40
dated 898/1493, province Granada.
P.Haram II 50.2, dated 781/1380, province Jerusalem; P.LittleMerchant 3.26, dated 795/1393, province .44
Jerusalem.
P.MariageSeparation 2.8, dated 421/1030, province Damascus; P.LabartaAljama. 1, dated 855/1451, .4V
province Zaragoza; P.VigueraDocumentosAragon 1.2, dated 897/1492, province Zaragoza;
P.VigueraDocumentosAragon 2.2, dated 897/1492, province Zaragoza.
P.Berl.Arab. II 36.9, dated sth/11th century, province unknown (Egypt); P.MariageSeparation 2.17, +4A

dated 421/1030, province Damascus; P.Haram I 40.6, dated 795/1393, province Jerusalem.
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